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The Bible is a book 
about God. Daniel is 
no exception; it too is 
a book about God. We 
emphasize this at the 
beginning because the 
focus of the camera, to 
use a film analogy, is 
often on the human 
characters: Daniel, 
the three friends, 
Nebuchadnezzar, 
Belshazzar, Darius, 
Cyrus. But we must not 
be misled; Daniel’s main 
function is to reveal God 
to us, the readers.

The book of Daniel 
is that part of 
Scripture which 
especially treats 
of the power of 
the world, during 
the time of its 
committal into 
the hands of the 
Gentiles, whilst the 
ancient people of 
God, the children 
of Israel, are under 
chastisement on 
account of their sin.
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Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 1:1)
Amel-Marduk

Neriglissar (Jer. 39:13)
Labashi-Marduk

Nabonidus
Belshazzar (Dan. 5:1)
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