
THE WAY OF BALAAM. 2 Peter 2:15. Sunday morning 
" August 22, 1Q76 

Johnson City. Texas. 

INTRODUCTION: The angel of the Lord t h ^ t m e t p I 
In t h e way s a i d , " B e c a m e t h y way I s 

p e r v e r s e b e f o r e m e . " Num. 2 2 : 3 ? 

WHO WAS BALAAM? WHAT KIND Oc' MA« WAS HE? HOW BALAAM 
.•AY SÁFELE BE JUDGED. 

1. Some ways to know a man without harsh judgment. 
1. What others say about him. Considering who 

those others are. 
2. By what others do to him. Considering who those 

''oers are. 
3. By what others do for him and to. him. 
4. By what the man himself says and how he says 

what he says. 
5. 3y what he does to others. 

2* Consider Balaam: A Devourer Of The People. 
1. Balaam was an unhaopy man: 

1. He heard the words of God an* set out to 
change that word because It stood In the 
ly of what he wanted to do. 

?. He was a prophet of God, yet a mad and 
foolish man because the angel of the Lord 
stood In his way, 

3. He was a man who soucht to destroy bodies 
and sods for the sake of his own wretched 
ga in : He loved -he rages of unrighteousness, 

2 Peter 2: 15. 
4. He was a man who could pray. "Let me die the 

(Num.23:1(5) death of che 
righteous, an^ let my last end be like 
his I" H OWE V Er. : 
1. He showed by the best: of all evidence 

that he would have nothing to do with 
righteousness : 
1. As a state of heart and conduct. 
?.. As a standard in all dealings with 

God and man. 
2. It was not righteousness that he desired 

but the effects of righteousness he most 
wanted. He cared nothing about the cause 
if only he could get the effects. 

3. Balaam loved the vine because the pro-
duced the grapes but if he cotí Id have 

gotten grapes from th« thorns h« would have loved r 
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4. Out of Balaam's, "Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my 

last end be like his" we see: 
1. The deep Impression which the blessed 

life of God's people Is capable of mäk-
ln? upon the ungodly, 

2. THE WAY OF BALAAM: 
1. He is the typical hireling prophet, preacher, 

teacher, or elder willing to go on the market 
with his gift. 
1. He loved the wages, sought after, of un-

righteousness. 2 Peter 2 :15 
2. The Revosed Version says, "He loved the 

hire of wrong-doing." 2 Pet. 2:15 

2 . BALAAM'S HIRE. 
1. Balaam lusted for the coli and silver and 

praise and honor that only men can bestow. 
2. He sought after such rewards as Judas 

clutched the thirty pieces of s liver, the 
price that he obtained for his Master's 
b lood. 

3. "The way of the transgressor Is hard", and 
"the wages of sin Is death" were lessons that 
Balaam and Judas learned too late. 
(Prov. 13:15; Rom. 6:23) 

May these considerations lead the sinner to forsake 




