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The Starting Point 
For Christians

1)  We must love our enemies and 
pray for our enemies.

2)  We must leave vengeance to God 
and to the government, his minis-
ter.

3)  We must not be filled with pride.
4)  We must follow God as our per-

fect model for how we should for-
give.

How Does God Forgive?

1)  God longs to forgive.  He is ready, 
eager, and quick to forgive.

2) God offers forgiveness to all peo-
ple but does not forgive all people.  
God loves all people but does not 
forgive all people.

3) God seeks out sinners.
4) God is not willing that any should 

perish.  He wants to forgive ev-
eryone.

5) God does not forgive absent re-
pentance.

6) God is good, forbearing, and long-
suffering to those who do not re-
pent.

Examples of Forgiveness 
(or the Lack Thereof)

1) There are many Old Testament 
examples including Esau’s for-
giveness of Jacob and Joseph’s 
forgiveness of his brothers.

2) Paul and Alexander the copper-
smith in 2 Timothy 4:14-15.

3) Paul and the slanderous, false 
apostles in Corinth.

4) The early church and Rome.
5) The Prodigal Son in Luke 15.
6) Luke 17:3-4.
7) Matthew 18:15-35.
8) Jesus’ prayer from the cross.

www.ThyWordIsTruth.com

Important Distinctions 
Regarding Forgiveness 

and Repentance

1) There is a difference between 
our forgiveness by God and our 
forgiveness of others.

2) There is a difference between 
conditional and unconditional 
forgiveness.

3) There is a difference between a 
sin against man and a sin against 
God.

4) There is a difference between 
sins and annoyances.

5) There is a difference between 
being the sinner and being the 

“sinnee.”
6) There is a difference between 

forgiving and being willing to 
forgive.

7) There is a difference between 
forgiving the living and forgiv-
ing the dead.

8) There is a difference between 
forgiving someone you know 
and forgiving a stranger.

9) There is a difference between 
forgiveness by a Christian to 
another Christian versus for-
giveness by a Christian to a non-
Christian.

10) There is a difference between 
forgiveness based on love and 
forgiveness based on other mo-
tives.

Arguments Supporting The 
Proposition That 

Repentance is Required

1)  We are to forgive as God for-
gives; we are to forgive as we 
ourselves have been forgiven — 
and we are not forgiven absent 
repentance.

2) We are to follow the model in 
Luke 17:3-4 and that model re-
quires repentance.

3) What God does is good, and 
God withholds forgiveness ab-
sent repentance.

4) Some argue it is not possible 
to forgive absent repentance.

5) Why is there a procedure 
to take problems before the 
church if we are to forgive 
such issues absent repen-
tance?

6) Human government is set up 
by God and is instructed by 
God not to offer uncondition-
al forgiveness but rather to ex-
ecute wrath on those that do 
evil.

7) Unless all forgiveness is un-
conditional, there must be a 
line between those we must 
forgive and those we must not 
forgive — and in the Bible that 
line is repentance.

Arguments Often Raised In 
Support of the View that 

Repentance is Not Required

1) Just because God does not for-
give absent repentance does 
not mean that he does not im-
pose that requirement upon 
us.

2) Some verses on forgiveness 
say nothing about repentance.

3) We must always be willing to 
forgive, and if we are willing 
to forgive then we will for-
give.

4) Forgiveness of others is 
healthy for us.  It allows us to 
get over the feelings of bitter-
ness and resentment we might 
otherwise have.

5) The offender wins if we do not 
forgive him.

6) It is loving to forgive and we 
must always be loving.

7) When we forgive uncondi-
tionally we are seen as differ-
ent and that action provides 
a powerful message to the 
world.


