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JOB 

JESSON 7 

A. V. 7 – sums up the point. 

1. The dish that has been served up to Job is sickening, and 
he must say how it makes him feel. 

2. The events that have transpired (especially the implied 
attack upon his integrity) are more than he can stomach. 

B. vv. 8-9 – At this point Job obviously prays. 

1. He has been encouraged to entrust his problems to God 
(5:8). 

2. He has only one desire, already expressed in chapter 3 – 
to die. 

3. If God were really compassionate, He would crush him at 
once (9a). 

4. He could do this as effortlessly as a weaver snips off a 
thread. 

C. V. 10 – There are language problems in the verse, but the gist 
of it seems to be that God owes it to him to end his life, he has 
not, in spite of the insinuations of Eliphaz, committed sin, and, 
should God in mercy grant his wish, he prays for courage to be 
faithful.  Job fears that he cannot maintain his right behavior 
much longer. 

D. V. 11 – any suggestion of insolence in Job’s words is removed 
in the hopelessness of his next words; he simply hasn’t the 
strength to hold out for the renewal Eliphaz promised in 5:17-
27. 

E. VV. 12-13 – Job has no false fortitude. 

1. He is a man of flesh and nerves, not stone and bronze. 

2. All his resources are spent; he has no endurance left. 
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F. V. 14 – Job makes a more direct attack on his friends (the you is 
plural). 

1. By complaining that their failure to supply a friend with 
kindness has forfeited their claim to be religious men, Job 
seems harsh with Eliphaz who has done his best. 

2. His disappointment is greater because Eliphaz’ confident 
manner promised so much. 

G. V. 15 – His friends (my brothers) have proved false like a wadi 
stream. 

H. Vv. 16 -17 – the image is further developed by depicting the 
wadi in winter and in summer. 

1. In the winter and spring they are filled with muddy 
torrents, described as dark with ice and swollen with 
[melted] snow. 

2. In the summer they dry up and vanish. 

I. Vv. 18-20 

1. v. 18 – Travelers count on water supplies at their camps, 
but if they depend on them they waste and perish. 

2. v. 19 – The desert merchants from Tema and Sheba look 
for water as Job looked for consolation from his friends. 

3. v. 20 – Like Job they were all the more disappointed 
because their hopes had been built up. 

J. V. 21 – The double image of the dried up wadi applies to Job’s 
experience with his friends. 

1. Not only has he found them to be unreliable and 
inconsistent, he has felt deceived by them. 

2. He suffers not only a disappointment of expectation, but 
a danger to life. 
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3. Job knows the reason that they have adopted their 
position – they have seen his misfortune and been 
frightened; anyone associating too closely with a person 
suffering from God’s wrath may himself become the 
object of that wrath. 

4. His friends lack the courage to identify themselves with 
him; loyalty would demand that, but Job feels that they 
intend to be commentators and observers rather than take 
his part. 

K. Vv. 22-23 – Job disclaims any excessive demands upon his 
friends; the little he has asked from them is the “loyalty” of 
friendship (v. 14). 

1. The first two claims that Job denies have to do with 
money; such a request would be an imposition upon 
friends. 

2. The second claims that Job says he never made is to have 
asked his friends to risk danger in order to rescue him 
from some adversary or from some tyrant or bandit. 

L. Vv. 24-25 – The inference that Job must have sinned was latent 
in Eliphaz’ first speech. 

1. In v. 24 Job protests that he is not aware of any sin of 
inadvertence. 

a) He leaves off his bitter bantering and asks the 
friends in all seriousness to point out what his guilt 
is. 

b) All it will take to silence Job is to say what it is in 
plain language. 

2. In v. 25b he demands not only a specific indictment, but 
proof (this thought will be completed in vv. 28-30). 

a) Thus far only vague generalities about the 
inevitability of human sin have been expressed. 
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b) Eliphaz has never been specific, and so for all of 
his talk he has never addressed Job’s sense that he 
is innocent and unjustly treated. 

M. V. 26 – Here Job seems to be saying that his words, the speech 
of a despairing man, have been treated by them as something to 
be blown away (lit., for the wind). 

N. Vv. 27-28 – If it comes to gratuitous accusations, Job can give 
as good as he gets. 

1. Now he seems to retaliate with charges of his own; you 
would even gamble over an orphan and bargain over your 
friend. 

2. There is no more indication that his friends gambled over 
orphans than there is that Job asked for bribes. 

3. This may be what Job is getting at, but there certainly has 
been a deterioration in their relationship. 

O. V. 28-30 – This begins a new speech as shown by the But now; 
he urges them to change their minds. 

1. Using a solemn legal oath, he insists that he can 
distinguish the validity of his position from the invalidity 
of theirs. 

2. This assumes that the reference to my tongue and my 
taste (lit. palate) is a figure for discernment. 

3. The kernel of these verses is v. 29b – my integrity is at 
stake. 

4. He asks them to turn to him for significant 
communication; his death wish is temporarily set aside, 
so that his protestation of innocence can dominate the 
discussion. 

5. V 29 – Turning to him involves a change of attitude – 
turn from the unfair course you have adopted; do not 
unjustly assume my guilt. 
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Chapter 7 

I. Vv. 1-10 – God is first directly addressed, and it is not until vv. 12-21 
that he speaks consistently to God without indirect contemplative 
remarks.   

A. V. 1—The rest of Job’s speech is more like a soliloquy that 
turns into a remonstration against God. 

1. His theme is once more the hard service  that men have 
upon earth. 

2. The burdensome thing, whatever the context, is that the 
labor is not of one’s own choosing nor for one’s own 
benefit. 

3. Chapter one shows that Job did not mind hard work; it is 
the indignity of his present plight that he resents. 

B. Vv. 2-3 – One forced by poverty to become a hireling lost his 
self-respect as if he had become a slave. 

1. Job does not even have the satisfaction of wages at the 
end of his work-day. 

2. Instead of pay there is emptiness; instead of rest, nights 
of misery. 

C. V. 4 – There is no point in quibbling that Job complains about 
the endless months and nights of misery (v. 3) and the next 
about the swiftness of life (v. 6). 

1. Such conflicting thoughts are bound to rage in the mind 
of one who says I am full of tossing. 

2. Job hopes to find relief in sleep, but the night is the worst 
time for the depression that comes with the shock of 
sudden deprivation. 

D. V. 5 – The mental anguish is inseparable from the physical pain 
and reinforced by a repulsive description of his degrading 
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illness – my flesh wears maggots as clothes; my skin is caked 
with dirt; its scabby and festering. 

E. V. 6 – The brevity of life is illustrated by the weaver’s shuttle.  
Some suggest that “without hope” should be “as the thread runs 
out.” 

F. V. 7-10 – Job wants for God to take notice of him; otherwise he 
will come into life and go into death all for nothing (7-10), so 
completely does God fill Job’s desire; hence, Job’s pathetic 
appeal. 

1. V. 7 – Remember that my life is a breath. 

a) But in another respect all he wants is for God to 
leave him alone (11-19), so terrifying has God 
become to Job. 

b) His desire is still for death since his eye will never 
again see good. 

c) His life’s thread has run out (6b) and it is time God 
snipped it off (6:9). 

2. Vv. 8-10. 

a) The desire to see God is central to Job’s need 
(19:27; 42:5), but God must first look on Job. 

b) God must call before Job can answer. 

c) Since vv. 9 and 10 emphasize the finality of death, 
from which there is no return, verse 8 seems to 
imply that God Himself, as well as Job’s human 
acquaintances, might soon find that it is too late. 

II. Vv. 11-21 – Job has two grounds for his astonishing request that God 
should leave him alone: 1) The misery of his pain ridden life (vv. 1-5), 
and 2) the imminence and inevitability of his death (vv. 6-10). 

A. His present misery is due to God’s attack on him, so if only 
God would leave him alone he could be more comfortable. 
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B. Not that he would have anything to hope for, even in the arrows 
of the Almighty (6:4) should be held back; for he is marked 
down for death, and does not question that such is his 
immediate destiny. 

C. This fact against lead him to beg God to leave him alone; he 
craves the last blessing of a dying man. 

D. Vv. 11-12 – Job wonders if he is some threat to the cosmos that 
must be kept in check by God.  For some persons it is 
philosophical to accept the sad fact that death is the end of all 
and then to make the best of one’s transitory and futile life. 

1. Not so with Job. 

a) He has experienced how rich life can be in a right 
relationship with God. 

b) But why did God throw that relationship into 
ruins? 

2. Job’s existence has turned into a nightmare and he asks 
why. 

a) The very asking of the question sustains his access 
to God. 

b) Job does not now adorn the hidden person of the 
heart with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious 
(1 Pet. 3:4). 

c) But this does not mean that his opposite mood 
disqualifies his claim to godliness. 

(1) A calm and heavenly frame for a closer walk 
with God is not the uniform standard for 
biblical religion. 

(2) Hannah prayed with the incoherence of a 
drunken woman.  1 Sam. 1:13. 
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(3) Jesus offered up prayers and supplications 
with loud cries and tears.  Heb. 5:7. 

d) So Job makes his way to God with prayers that are 
sobs. 

e) Job does not curb his speech, but breaks out into 
even greater vehemence. 

E. Vv. 13 -14 – Even sleep cannot give him relief from the terrors. 

F. V. 15 – Job would prefer death (strangling) to a life in which he 
is unaccountably persecuted day and night by God. 

1. It is not the fact of them that drives him to despair, but 
the belief that they are expressions divine hostility. 

G. V. 16 – Since his life is so fragile and brief (a breath) and since 
God is terrorizing him (vv. 13-15), his only wish is that God 
would leave him alone long enough for him to swallow his spit 
(v. 19). 

H. Vv. 17-19 – He wishes that God would leave him alone long 
enough for him to have a moment of privacy. 

1. Far from feeling separated from god, Job is vividly aware 
of being under his constant scrutiny. 

2. Whatever can be said about the relationship of 
humankind with God has been negated by Job. 

3. He has rejected life, feels rejected of God, and the 
conventional encouragements have lost their meaning for 
him. 

I. Vv. 20-21 – At the end of his speech Job returns to the 
question, “Why.” 

1. What he is questioning is not altogether clear. 

2. Prior questions are summed up in “What have I done to 
you?” 
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3. If has no support in the Hebrew text; it has been 
influenced by an interpretation that makes Job’s speech 
insolent and implies that human sin makes no difference 
to God. 

4. Job knows he is a sinner, but he cannot understand why, 
having offered the sacrifice, he has not been forgiven. 

5. He is unaware of any other sin, certainly not one that will 
justify what he perceives to be an assault of God upon 
him. 

6. We know that Job was entirely correct; his sufferings are 
so beyond any sin he knows of that there must be some 
explanation beyond the categories of guilt and 
punishment. 

J. Job’s thoughts are as violent as the shaker in which God has 
permitted Satan to test him. 

1. Job’s pain has the authenticity of all who have been 
injured in their wrestling with God, even though they 
limp for the rest of their life (Gen. 32:31.) 

2. If he seems defiant, it is the defiance of faith. 

3. All Job has known about God he still believes. 

4. But God’s inexplicable ways have Job’s mind perplexed 
to the breaking point. 

5. Job is in the right, but he does not know that God is 
watching him with silent compassion and admiration 
until the test is fully done and it is time to state His 
approval publicly (42:8). 
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Chapter 8 

2.b.iii. – Bildad’s first speech. 

 Job’s arguments should have put the final nails in the “health and 
wealth” gospel of his friends.  Anyone who counts on having tangible 
blessings as a reward or validation of faith will in the long run be 
disappointed.  Such blessings may be enjoyed in this life, but they may not 
be insisted on as the prerogatives of righteousness.  Being a believer is no 
guarantee against any sort of failure or disaster, including sickness, family 
breakdown, or complete mental collapse.  All that God guarantees is that he 
will be with us, and at times it may appear that he is reneging even on that. 

 All of Job’s eloquence has been wasted on Bildad.  If Eliphaz comes 
across as cool and sophisticated, Bildad comes across as the staunch, ramrod 
traditionalist, the one who sees all issues in black and white and who prides 
himself on his straightforward, no-nonsense approach.  His mind is already 
made up on every important question, and on many unimportant ones as 
well.  With this approach, he doesn’t have to think, he just has to stick to the 
old tried and true answers (8:8-9). 

I. The disagreement between Job and his friends becomes wider in 
Bildad’s first speech. 

A. He does not begin as courteously as Eliphaz, but accuses Job 
bluntly of being a windbag, vehement but empty (2b). 

B. Bildad is objective and analytical in his speech about God and 
man. 

1. He is a neat but superficial thinker. 

2. He is a moralist, and in his simple theology everything 
can be explained in terms of two kinds of men – the 
blameless (20a, the word used of Job in 1:1) and the 
secretly wicked (13b). 

C. Outwardly the same, God distinguishes between them by 
prospering the one and destroying the other. 

1. To suggest that it ever happens otherwise is to throw 
doubt on God’s justice. 
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2. And this, according to Bildad, is what Job is doing, so he 
asks, Does God twist justice or right judgment? 

II. Vv. 4-7. 

A. Job had not said this; he believes in God’s justice but he cannot 
see it. 

B. Bildad sees the implications of Job’s questions and they are 
dangerous for his theology. 

1. He sees God as a static guarantor of the world order;  
Job’s sense is that it is God, not he, who has changed, 
and that threatens Bildad’s view of God. 

2. Bildad’s doctrine of retribution in the positive sense 
assures that God cannot fail to respond to good behavior; 
an unbending doctrine of retribution not only makes the 
sinner the victim of his own guilt, it chains God also, and 
compels him to respond with favor to any human merit. 

C. Bildad’s position is that because God’s actions match a man’s 
behavior, he can reason backwards from the effect to the cause 

1. Job’s children must have sinned. 

2. Bildad strikes a low blow when he injects Job’s children 
into the argument. 

3. This cuts near the bone, because it was the very thing Job 
was concerned about and for which he offered sacrifice. 

a) Regardless of whether Job’s children had sinned, 
Job’s conscience was clear on the matter. 

b) Bildad is prying into a naturally sensitive area and 
trying to send Job on a guilt trip. 

c) One of Satan’s favorite ploys – if he cannot get us 
through our own sins he will try to get us through 
the sins of others. 
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d) Satan loves to persuade people that real, heartfelt 
forgiveness of sins is unobtainable, and that there 
is no such thing as a clear conscience. 

 


