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The Bible is a book 
about God. Daniel is 
no exception; it too is 
a book about God. We 
emphasize this at the 
beginning because the 
focus of the camera, to 
use a film analogy, is 
often on the human 
characters: Daniel, 
the three friends, 
Nebuchadnezzar, 
Belshazzar, Darius, 
Cyrus. But we must not 
be misled; Daniel’s main 
function is to reveal God 
to us, the readers.

The book of Daniel 
is that part of 
Scripture which 
especially treats 
of the power of 
the world, during 
the time of its 
committal into 
the hands of the 
Gentiles, whilst the 
ancient people of 
God, the children 
of Israel, are under 
chastisement on 
account of their sin.
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1755?  1864?  2011?

1755?  1864?  2011?

1755?  1864?  2011?

Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 1:1)
Amel-Marduk

Neriglissar (Jer. 39:13)
Labashi-Marduk

Nabonidus
Belshazzar (Dan. 5:1)
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Babylonian Chronicle 
describing the attack on 
Jerusalem in 597 BC.

Stone Seal 
mentioning 
Gedaliah, 

"overseer of the royal 
house."

Babylonian ration list 
that mentions Jehoiachin 
and his five sons.

Pharaoh Neco
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10 Facts about the Kingdom

Fact #1  ���������������� The kingdom of God is universal (Psalm 103:19)

Fact #2  ���������������� Israel became a special kingdom within the 
universal kingdom of God (Exodus 19:5-6)

Fact #3  ���������������� God promised to establish an eternal kingdom, 
and He said when He would do it (Daniel 2:44)

Fact #4  ���������������� God made a covenant with King David regarding 
the kingdom (Psalm 89:3-4)

Fact #5  ���������������� Jesus reigns as king today under the Davidic 
covenant (Luke 1:31-33)

Fact #6  ���������������� The eternal kingdom spoken of by Daniel was 
established in the first century (Mark 9:1)

Fact #7  ���������������� The eternal kingdom spoken of by Daniel is the 
church of Christ (Matthew 16:16-19)

Fact #8  ���������������� There are conditions for entry into the eternal 
kingdom (John 3:3)

Fact #9  ���������������� Christians are today in the eternal kingdom 
(Colossians 1:13)

Fact #10  �������������� One day the eternal kingdom will be delivered up 
to God (1 Corinthians 15:24-28)



Lesson 15
Daniel Chapter 4

The Ruins of Ancient Babylon

Ancient Babylon as it likely appeared during the reign 
of King Nebuchadnezzar.

17th Century Dutch Engraving 
of Nebuchadnezzar
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Who Was
Darius the Mede?

Gubaru?Ugbaru?

Gobryas?

Cyrus?

Question: Does either
Ugbaru or Gubaru (or

both or neither)
correspond with

Gobryas?

Source: Nabonidus Chronicle

Governer under Cyrus

Installed other governors

Source: Nabonidus Chronicle

Died 3 Weeks After Fall of Babylon

Source: Xenophon

Well Advanced in Years

Assyrian Governor

Defected to join Cyrus

Question: Are Ugbaru
and Gubaru the same
person or different

people?

Question: Are 3
weeks enough for

Daniel 6, Daniel 9:1,
and Daniel 11:1?

(Greek form of
both Ugbaru and

Gubaru)

Darius the Mede

Took the kingdom at age 62 (5:31)

Set 120 princes over the kingdom (6:1)

Question: How then explain
Daniel 6:28?

"So this Daniel prospered in
the reign of Darius, and in

the reign of Cyrus the
Persian."

Had a "first year" of his reign (9:1, 11:1)

Was the son of Ahasuerus (9:1)

Was of the seed of the Medes (5:31, 9:1)

Was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans (9:1)

Mother was Median
& Father was Persian

Died at 70 and reigned 9 years
after Babylon taken

Ahasuerus is a royal title and
Grandfather was King of Media

Question: Why
would Daniel refer
to Cyrus as "Darius

the Mede"?

Lesson 18: Darius the Mede
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1 Julius 
Caesar 
Assas-
sinated 
March 15, 
44 BC.

7 Galba 
Reigned 7 
months
from AD 
68 to 69.

2 Augustus 
Reigned 
31 BC to 
AD 14.
(Luke 2:1)

8 Otho 
Reigned 
95 days in 
AD 69.

3 Tiberius 
Reigned 
AD 14 to 
37.
(Luke 3:1)

9 Vitellius 
Reigned 8 
months in 
AD 69.

4 Caligula 
Reigned 
AD 37 to 
41.

10 Vespasian 
Reigned 
AD 69 to 
79.

5 Claudius 
Reigned 
AD 41 to 
54. (Acts 
11:28)

11 Titus 
Reigned 
for 26 
months 
from AD 
79 to 81.

6 Nero  
Reigned 
AD 54 to 
68.  (Acts 
25:11)

12 Domitian 
Reigned 
AD 81 to 
96.

The Twelve Caesars
Lesson 21 Y Daniel 7
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Woodcut of Daniel 7 by 
Hans Holbein the Younger 
(1497-1543)

Rules for Understanding 
Apocalyptic Language

(1) We should understand apocalyp-
tic language figuratively unless we 
are forced to do otherwise, and 
we should be consistent in mak-
ing that determination.

(2) Similarity of language does not 
prove identity of subjects. 

(3) Dissimilarity of language does not 
prove distinctness of subjects. 

(4) Easy to understand scriptures 
should be used to understand 
harder passages. The Bible is its 
own best commentary.

(5) The time frame is crucial in prop-
erly understanding apocalyptic 
language.  

Figurative Numbers

• 3 denotes God.
• 4 denotes the earth or the creation.
• 12 denotes God’s people.
• 10 denotes completeness.
• 7 denotes perfection. 
• 8 denotes renewal.
• 1000 denotes complete complete-

ness.
• 144,000 denotes all of the God’s  

people.
• 666 denotes one who is hopelessly 

short of divine perfection.
• 3½ is a broken seven, denoting  

imperfection.
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7 Weeks 62 Weeks 1 Week

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city”

“the going forth of the 
commandment to restore 

and to build Jerusalem”
“the 

Messiah 
the Prince”

“the street shall be built 
again, and the wall, even 

in troublous times”

“And after 62 weeks 
shall Messiah be cut 

o�, but not for 
himself”

“And he shall con�rm 
the covenant with 

many for one week”A

“in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacri�ce 

and the oblation to cease”

“for the overspreading 
of abominations he 

shall make it desolate, 
even until the consum-

mation, and that 
determined shall be 

poured upon the 
desolate”

“the end thereof shall 
be with a �ood, and 
unto the end of the 
war desolations are 

determined”

“the people of the 
prince that shall come 
shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary”

Return #1: 539 BC
This return followed the 
decree of Cyrus in Ezra 

1:2–4.  The leaders were 
Sheshbazzar, Zerubbabel, 
and Jeshua.  The temple 

was completed in 516 BC.

Return #2: 458 BC
Artaxerxes’ decree in Ezra 

7 gave Ezra approval to 
rebuild the city. 

Return #3: 445 BC
Artaxerxes allowed his 

cup bearer, Nehemiah, to 
return and rebuild the 

walls of Jerusalem.

Jerusalem
 D

estroyed in A
D

 70

608 Years

527 Years

514 Years

LESSON 28—DANIEL 9:24-27
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(1) “to �nish the 
transgression”

(2) “to make an 
end of sins”

(3) “to make reconciliation 
for iniquity”

(4) “to bring in everlasting 
righteousness”

(5) “to seal up the vision 
and prophecy”

(6) “to anoint the 
most Holy”

&

Matthew 23:37-38
Matthew 24:15
Luke 21:20

Zechariah 6:13
Hebrews 7:14

� �

Hebrews 10:1-14
John 10:17-18

Mark 16:20
Acts 2:16-17

Matthew 23:31-32
1 Thess. 2:14-16
Hebrews 9:15
Matthew 21:33-43

Hebrews 9:26
Hebrews 10:12-14
Romans 8:3

Romans 5:10
2 Cor. 5:19

Jeremiah 23:5-6
2 Cor. 5:21
Hebrews 1:8
Romans 3:21-22
Romans 10:4

Hebrews 1:1-2
1 Cor. 13:9-10
Isaiah 29:10-11
Romans 11:7-8

Luke 3:21-22
Acts 10:38
Luke 4:16-21
2 Cor. 1:21
1 John 2:27
Ephesians 2:19-22

Key Symbols:
(1) Week
(2) 7 Weeks
(3) 70 Weeks
(4) 1 Week
(5) 1/2 Week

Isaiah 53:8
Isaiah 53:4-5
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