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O U R S T U D Y T O N I G H T C E N T E R S A R O U N D T H E T H E M E O F F A I T H , i D O N O T B E L I E V E I T W O U L D B E P O S S I B L E 

Fore us T O F I N D A T H E M E W H I C H I S M O R E C E N T R A L T O T H E T E A C H I N G O F T H E W O R D O F G O D R E L A T I V E T O 

T H E S A L V A T T O N O F M A N T H A N T H I S G R E A T D O C T R I N E O F F A ; T H . T H O U G H I H A V E M A D E T H I S S T A T E M E N T I N 

EACH OF THESE OTHER LESSONS DEALING VVITH THESE GENERAL THEMES THAT WE ARE DISCUSS'MG. 1 FEEL 

THE HEED TO RjEPEAT T H I S EVENING THE ADMOM|lT¡|ON „ THE EXHORTATION, TO REMEMBER THAT WE ARE NOT 

SEEKING TO BE^ EXHAUSTIVE IN OUR STUDY CERTAINLY IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO PRESENT IN A LESSON 

LIKE THIS ALL OF THE TEACHING OF THE B l B L t , CONCERNING FAIYH. PARTICULARLY SINCE THE TEACHING OF 

FAITM, THE FACT OF FAIffH PERMEATES EVERY PORTJOl! OF SCRIPTURE FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION BUT 

I DO HOPE THAT IN THE COURSE OF OUf! LESSON WE CAfe! PRESENT SOME THOUGHTS WHICH W I L L HELP YOU TO 

APPRECIATE WHAT FAITH IS AND TO HELP YOU APPREClj .Ta WHAT FAITH IS INTENDED TO DO IN THE L I F E OF 

HIM WHO HAS IT IN THE LonjO JESUS C H R I S T , f 

I T WOULD BE DIFFICULT I THINK TO OVERESTIMATE THEJ IMPORTANCE OF FAITH AS tT STANDS IN THE EX-

RERIilNCE OF THE C H R I S T I A N , F I R S T AND FOREMOST OF COURSE IN THE EXPERIENCE OF TUE CHRISTIAN IS 

THE TRUTH THAT WE ARE SAVED 3Y F A I T H . ( A s I PRESENT THESE VARIOUS THCUGHT HERE. I AM GOING TO 

MENTION SOME PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. ! WILL NOT READ THEM BECAUSE IT WOULÚ3 SIMPLY MAKE THE 

LESSON TOO LONG, BUT Í WOULD SUGGEST THEM FOR YOUR FURTHER CONSIDERATION J W E ARE SAVED BY 

F A I T H . A C T S t e ^ s i . E P H E S I A N S 2 : s . W E A R E E N R I C H E D W I T H T H E S P I R I T B Y F A I T H . G A L A T I A N S 3 5,14, 

./VE ARE SANCTIFIED BY F A I T H , A C T S 2 6 . ' 1 8 . A s CHRISTIANS WE ARE KEPT BY F A I T H , I PETER I IS i R o -

MANS I i - , 20 . AND WE SURMOUNT OUR DIFFICULTIES BY F A I T H , ROMANS 4 ^ I 8 - 2 1 . HEBREWS 1 1 : 1 7 - " . 9 , 

2 7 . 

BJT MOT ONLY WOULD IT BE IMPOSSIBLE TO OVERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH AS IT RELATES 

TO THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CHRIST IAN, IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO OVERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF 

FAITH AS ITS VALUE IS SEEN IN THE THOUGHTS OF ALMIGHTY GOO, FOR INSTANCE WHEN WE THINK 

FAITH AS IT EXISTS IN THE MIND OF GOD, THAT IS H l S CONSIDERATION OF FAITH WITHIN THE INDIVIDUAL. 

WE DISCOVER THAT FAITH IS NECESSARY IN CKIDER TO PLEASE GOD hEDREWS H ; 6 . WE KNOW THAT GOD 

ARDS UNBELIEF AS T AT "ST C7 5 I N 5 , JOHN 16 JS. ROMANS '. ' 2 9 . WE KNOW THAT UNBELIEF 

i A L IMITATION UPON THH EXERCISE OF THE POWER OF GOD AND, TrAT WHERE UMBSLIEF EXISTS, GOD 

IS NCT ABLE TC SHOW FORTH H l S POWER AS H E OTHERWISE: DO, MARK 6 : 5 . 6 , . 

.7CULD ALSO SE IMPOSSIBLE TO OVERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH AS WE LOOi'. AT [TS PLACE 

I N C H R I S T I A N S E R V I C E . F A I T H , A C C O R D I N G T O J O H N : t a s . M A K E S U S A C O N S T A N T B L E S S I N G T Q O T H E R F í 

P U E . A C C O R D I N G T O M A R K 2 : 3 - 3 I T L E A D S U S T O P U T F O R I : A A O N B E H A L F O F O T H E D U A L S 

ACCORDIMG TO MATTHEW i s t z a , FAITH INDUCES PERSEVERANCE AND SERVICE» 

WHILE WE HAVE PRESENTED THEM IN ORDER TKAT„ SEEING TH A MTH. WE MIGHT CES. 

TO KNOW JUST EXACTLY WHAT FAITH I S , THAT WE MIGHT DESIRE TC IVI DEFIN IT ION. THAT WE MIG 

H A V E A F U L L E R U N O E R S T A N O I N G O F T H I S W O R D W H I C H O E S C R I B E S A ö U A U T V W H I C H I S S O P R E C I O U S I N T H E 

EXPERIENCE CF THE C H R I S T I A N , SO HECESSARV I N T I IAT EXPE! 

ENCE AMD SERVICE. 

NHPKL 10 WE MEAN BY T H E TERM FAITH? THE TERM îT USED I . EVERY TL 

T H E I I A M E S E N S E , I N F A C T . T H E R E A R E A T L E A ; .A : » V H I C H .. î D " F A I T H ' 

USEL T PURPOSES OF DEF IN IT ION, WE MI I " I T AS T H E OBJECT 

JSE . . •.:'. iT lVE USE, AND T H i . .USE A " THE T BEFE! 

T O T A . . YSTEM OF DOCTRINE WHICH CAME ÎELATED TO JE 1ST, A S AN EX 

USE, WE TL':: TO iTS 6 i 7 r AND WE READ, "THE .. ; AITH >W T i 3R 

J 



A OF PRIESTS WAS NOT OBEDiiCNT T o THEIR PERSONAL. FAITH . T H E Y DID NOT GET A FAITH AND 

THEM OBEY THE DICTATES OF THAT F A I T H , BUT RATHER THEY LOOKED AT THE FAITH O?; THE SYSTEM 

DOCTRINE WHICH WAS RELATED TO JESUS CHRIST AND THEN THSY OBEYED THE THINGS THAT THE DOC

TRINE O F C H R I S T D I C T A T E D , T H I S ¡ S T H E O B J E C T I V E U S E . I T R E F E R S S I M P L Y T O T H E S Y S T E M O F D O C -

IE THAT IS RELATED T O , IS IN CONNECTION W I T H , JESUS C H R I S T , 

T H E SUBJECTIVE USE TALKS OH MY PERSONAL FAITH,, T H E SUBJECTIVE USE SPEAKS OF THE FAi 

is t; INDIVIDUAU. FOR ILLUSTRATION, WE FIND IN ROMANS î o m ? T H A T . " S O WHEN FAITH COMETH ; 

HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD, : ' WHICH I S TO SAY THAT MY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST MV F 

SONAL FAITH THAT H E I S LORD AND SAV IOR, IS RELATED TO THE KNOWLEDGE THAT IS REVEALED OF H I M : 

His WORD. 

T H E PRACTICAL, USE OF T H E TERM ^ F A I T H " REFERS TO OBSDIENCE UNTO THE FA ITH U I T SPEAKS OF THE; 

PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF F A I T H , FOR ILLUSTRATION, WE TURN TO HEBREWS 13 7 AND I K THAT VERSE 

WE FIND A REFERENCE MADE TO T H E ELDERS AND INSTRUCTION TO THE CONGREGATION THAT THEY " I M I T A T E 

THEIR F A I T H . " NOW THE TERM FAITH THERE STANDS FOR THE PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF THE FAITH OF 

THE ELDERS, NOT PARTICULARLY THEIR PERSONAL F A I T H , FOR WE ARE NOT TO I M I T A T E ANOTHER PERSONA., 

F A I T H , W E A R E T O D E R I V E C U R F A I T H F R O M T H E A ' O R D O F G O D V B U T W E A R E T O I M I T A T E T H E E X P R E S S I C ü 

OF THAT FAITH AS THEY L I V E THAT FAITH I N THEIR L I V E S . S O I T CAN BE USED TO REFER TC AN EXPRESS: 

CA AMVIL AS SEEM IM THE OBEDIENCE THAT WAS RENDERED THROUGH THE SYSTEM OF DOCTRI IE THAT CAME 

BY JESUS CHRIST„ 

NOW I N OUR LESSON TONIGHT WE ARE ELIMINATING TWO OF THESE USES , NE ARE NOT GOING TO LOOK 

AT TKE SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE THAT CAME BY JESUS C H R I S T , WE ARE NOT LOOKING TONIGHT AT THE PRAC

T ICAL EXPREESIOH OF FAITH ON T H E FART OF A CHRISTIAN WHICH MAY BE REFERRED TO AS OBEDIENCE OF 

THE F A I T H , WE ARE LOOKING AT THE PERSOMAL FAITH THAT A CHRISTIAN HAS I N JESUS CHRIST AS THE 

SON OF GOD. 

BUT HERE AGAIN WE MUST ASK THE QUESTION, ' W H E N WE SPEAK OF PERSONAL F A I T H , WHAT DO A r 

HOW DO V/E DEFINE F A I T H ? " I A M CERTAIN THAT WHEN WE ASK FOR A DEFINITION OF F A I T H , THAT THE F| 

PASSAGE THAT COME TO OUR MINDS IS HEBREWS 1 1 Í 1 , "NOW FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS HOPE F^ : 

THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT S E E M , " BUT OUR PROBLEM HERE IS THAT THIS IS NOT REALLY A DEFINITION 

: - A I T H , HEDREW3 1 1 ; 1 WAS NEVER INTENDED TO BE A DICTIONARY DEFINITION OF WHAT CONSTITUTES 

F A I T H , IT I S A DESCRIPTION OF F A I T H . L E T ME ILLUSTRATE. IN JAMES 1 , Í7 WE FIND JAMES MAKINC 

STATEMENT, " P U R E RSLIGION AMD UNDEFILED BEFORE GOO AND THE FATHER IS T H I S , T o VISIT THE PATH 

• ; 3 AND WIDOWS IN THEIR A F F L I C T I O N . AND TO KEEP HIMSELF UNSPOTTED FROM THE WORLD. * NOW J • 

IN THAT PASSAGE WAS NOT GIVING A DEFiNIT ' .ON, AN EXHAUSTIVE DEF IN IT ION, OF PURE AND U N D E F I L Ï 3 RE

L IG ION. R A T H E R H E W A S G I V I N G A D E S C R I P T I O H O F P U R E A N D U N D E F I L E D R E L I G I O N A S I T I S E V I D E N C E D I N 

THE L I F E OF VHE CHILD OF GOD,. ÎN I JOHN 4 ; 3 WE FIND THE S IMPLE STATEMENT, ""GOD IS; LOVE. ' BUT 

AA ID . "GOO IS LOVE, " JOHN WAS NOT GIVING A DEFINITION OF G O D . JOHN WAS SIViNG A DE 

SCRIPTION OF OME OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD, T H E SAME IS TRUE IN HEBREWS 1 S I 1 „ WE DON'': 

A DEFINITION OF F A I T H , WE HAVE A DESCRIPTION OF F A I T H . IF THEN WE SEEK A DEFiMETIOK OF FA, 

WHERE SI A L L WE FIND IT? T H E SURPRISING ANSWER IS THAT WE DO NOT FIND IT IN THE i/VORD OF GOD 

WE FIND THE EVIDENCE WHICH 3Y WHICH WE MAY MAKE A DEFIN IT ION, BUT WE DO NOT FIND ANV PASSA 

DEFINES A ITH .A : JCH '. THINK PERHAPS OME OF THE BEST DEFII I! V: 0 , I3 THAT WE Al iA-A «A /E IS " H A T 

' F A I T H IS THE GOiHG OUT OF THE HEART FROM ITSELF AMD ITS RESTING ON GOD IN CONFIDENT TRUST FOR 

A L L GOOO." NOW HET ME REPEAT THAT AND YOU LISTEN CAREFULLY, ' ' F A I T H IS THE GOING OUT OF THE 

A S E L F , AND I T ' S RESTING OH GOD IN CONFIDENT TRUST FOH A L L G O O D , " T H I S PEPINITION 

TICULARLY MEANINGFUL WHEN WE APPLY IT IN THE L IVES OF SINFUL M E N , BUT WHEN WE SPEA 

OF THE RELIANCE OF THE HEART UPON GOD, THE CONFIDENT TRJSV t f i GOO FOR THE S'JPFIA MG OF A L L THf 

IS GOOUt IM RELATION TO SIHFUL M E N , V/E ARE SPEAKING OF RELIANCE THAT SINFUL MAN MAS 

GOD FOR THE SUPPLYING OF THAT GREATEST GOOD THAT GOD CAH BESTOW VHE FORGIVI 

THE RECEPTION OF THE 3INHFH IKTO THE EOSOM OF GOD., 

OOK AT THIS PERSONA! I T H , AS WE LOOK AT THIS GOING OUT OF THE HEART IM SE-

;POM GOD IN CONFIDENT TRUST THAT GOD WILL ï SOMETIMES Í M K E A 

ICEP" . v " • A v . : TO ITS COM 
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E L E M E N T S A N D L O O K I N G A T A M Y O N E OF T H E M A N D S A Y I N G HERE 1 5 F A I T H , HERE I S F A I T H , A N C HERE 15 

FA: OW W H I L E I T I S T R U E T H A T TL A R E A T L E A S T T H R E E D I F F E R E N T S E G M E N T S T H A T GO T O M A K E 

A V A L I D PERSONAL FAI I T I S A L S O T R U E T H A T T H E I î E I S NO V A L I D F A I T H U N T I L A L L T H R E E C F T H E S E 

E L E M E N T S A K E P R E S E N T , VVL-AT A R E T H E Y ? î , T H E R E I S A N I N T E L L E C T U A L E L E M E N T W H I C H E N T E R S 

INTO PERSONAL A ITH T H I S I N C L U D E S A B E L I E F I N T H E R E V E L A T I O N OF G O D . R E V E L A T I O N OF G O D 

I T I S S E E N I N N A T U N / E L A T I O H OF G O D A S I T I S G I V E N I N T H E H I S T O R I C A L A C T S OF S C R I P T U R E 

A L L CF TH;.: D O C T R I N E S T H A T A R E T A U G H T I N T H E WORD OF 6 0 0 R E L A T I N G T O M A M ' S S I N F U L N E S S , T O T H E 

R E D E M P T I O N O F G O D THROUGH J E S U S C H R I S T T O T H E C O N D I T I O N S FOR S A L V A T I O N , T O T H E B L E S S I N G S 

T H A T G O D I S GOING T O B E S T O W . A N D A L L OF T H E T H I N G S T H A T H E HAS P R O M I S E D T O G I V E UNTO H L S C H I L D 

REN , T H I S I S AM I M P O R T A N T E L E M E N T . FOR U N L E S S ONE C O M E S F I R S T OF A L L T O V H E P O I N T W H E R E H E B E 

L I E V E S T H A T J E S U S I S T H E S O N O F G O O , U N L E S S KE C O M E S F I R S T OF A L L T O T H E P O I N T W H E R E H E B E L I E V E S 

T H A T J E S U S I S G O D I N C A R N A T E , I N T H E F L E S H T H E N HE I S MOT P R E P A R E D T O PROCEED T O T H E OTHER E L E 

M E N T S THAT WILL MAKE THIS ONE VALID. ON THE PART OF MANY INDIVIDUALS THIS INTELLECTUAL ELE

M E N T OF F A I T H I S G R E A T L Y D E S P A I R E D . B U T I T OUGHT NCT T O B E , FOR T H I S E L E M E N T OF F A I T H I S E S S E N 

T I A L TO T H E OTHER T W O . O N E CANNOT HAVE A V A L I D F A I T H . O N E CANNOT H A V E , T O U S E A C O M M O N . T E R M , 

A SAYING F A I T H , UNLESS HE DOES BELIEVE IN A L L OF THE HISTORICAL AMD SPIRITUAL FACTS CONCERNING 

JESUS AND H I S NATURE AS THEV ARE SET FORTH IN THE WORD OF GOD 

WHEN ONE HAS THE INTELLECTUAL ELEMENT OF F A I T H , HE MAY THEM HAVE THE EMOTIONAL ELEMENT OF 

FAITH.. T H I S HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS BEING " T H E AWAKENING OF THE SOUL TO ITS PERSONAL MEEDS AND 

TO THE PERSONAL A P P L I C A B I L I T Y OF THE REDEMPTION PROVIDED IN CHRIST TOGETHER WITH AN IMMEDIATE 

ASSENT TO THESE T E R M S . " I N OTHER WORDS, A L L WE ARE SAYING CONCERNING THE EMOTIONAL ELEMENT 
OF FAITH IS THVT IT IS A T T H I S P O I N T T H A T ONE R E A L I Z E S T H A T WHAT H E H A S A C C E P T E D I N T E L L E C T U A L L . 

THAT HE I S A SIMMER IN NEED OF A S A V I O R — I S APPLICABLE UNTO H I M , AND THAT HE I S LOST WITHOUT JL 

C H R I S T . I T I S I N T H I S P A R T I C U L A R E L E M E N T — T H E E M O T I O N A L E L E M E N T O F F A I T H - - T H A T T O O M U C H E M P H A • 

SIS HAS SOMETIMES BEEN PLACED. .VHILE IT TS A CONSTITUENT ELEMENT OF F A I T H , I T OUGHT NOT TO BE. 

AND I T MUST NEVER B E . REGARDED AS BEING THE ONLY OR THE MAJOR ELEMENT. THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO 

HAVE TOO GREAT A DEGREE OF EMOTION I N THEIR FAITH TEND TO BE AMONG THCSE WHO ARE TOO QUICK TO 

S A C K S L I D E A N D W H O A R E I N C O N S T A N T F E E L I N G O F A M E E D T O 3 E S A V E D A G A I N A N D A G A I N A N D A G A I N . I T 

A N U N S T A B L E F A I T H W H E N T H E E M O T I O N A L E L E M E N T O F F A I T H I S T H E P R E D O M I N E N T E L E M E N T I N P E R 

F A I T H . 

T H E N , T H E R E I S A T H I R D E L E M E N T . T H I S W E M I G H T C A L L V O L U N T A R Y E L E M E N T . T H E V O L U N T A R Y E I 

M E N T O F F A I T H I S T H E L O G I C A L O U T G R O W T H O F T H E S E F I R S T T W O . W H E N A M A N A C C E P T S T H E T R U T H O F 

SCRIPTURE THAT JESUS IS INOEED THE SON OF GOD. AMD V/HEN I N THE SECOND STATE HE REALIZES THAT 

THESE TRUTHS ARE APPLICABLE VO H I M AMD THAT HE MEEDS THE S A V I O R . THEN THE THIRD STEP, THE L O G I 

CAL STEP, IS FOR H I M TO TAKE THE PROPER STEPS TO APPROPRIATE WHAT JESUS HAS TO OFFER UNTO H I M 

S E L F , EACH PREOüEDING ELEMENT CF FAITH LOGICALLY LEADS TO THE NEXT AMD TKE FIRST TWO A R I HOC 

CALLY CULMINATED I N T H I S T H I R D . OR VOLUNTARY, OR SOME REFER TO I T AS THE DYNAMIC, ELEMENT OF 

FAITH WKERE ONE APPROPRIATES TO HIMSELF TKE BLESSINGS OF THAT WHICH HE HAS COME TO B E L I E V E , I T 

IS THIS CONCEPT OF FAITH THAT IS USED IN SCRIPTURE WHEN, FOR IHSTAHCE IN ROMANS 5.. WE READ TW 

. I A R E J U S T I F I E D B Y F A I T H . î T I S T H I S C O N C E P T O F F A I T H T H A T I S U S E D I N E P H E S I A N S 2 : 8 W H E N T H E 

S C R I P T U R E S A Y S , ' F O R B Y G R â C E A R E Y E S A V E D T H R O U G H F A I T H . " | T I S T H I S C O N C E P T T H A T W E C A H H A V E 

IS MIND, THAT WE MUST HAVE IN M I N D , WHE . A'E SPEAK OF FAITH TH SAVES. !T ¡ 5 MOT S IMPLY THE 

INTE:-LEC.TL.'AL ASSENT TO ITEMS OF BELIEF I T IS HOT SIMPLY THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THESE A IS 

W H I C H I B E L I E V E A P P L Y T O W E , A S A V I N G F A I T H O C C U R S W H E N A M A M W I T H T H I S K N O W L E D G E O F J E S A 

E E L I E V I : ; . ; T K A T K E N E E D S J E S U S C H R I S T , R E A C H E S O U T I N A N E X P R E S S I O N C H T H A T F A I T H A N D L A V S A 

ON JESUS ¡HRIST AS HIS L O R D . W E CAM SAY OF MO MAM, " H E IO SAVED, I T I L HIS FAITH IS EMS. 

IN A VOLUNTARY APPROPRIATION OF THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST UNTO HIMSELF W H E N E ' 

TURE SAYS WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY F A I T H . THIS IS V/HAT THE SCRIPTURE AS." NS . 

A s MEMBERS OF THE N . T . CHJRCH WE NEED TO LEARN '. KE LESSON THAT SAVED BY FAITI 

THIS KIND OF F A I T H . WE HAV : SO FAR REACTED AGA1 HSV THE ERRONEOUS TEA< MHO OF SOME HAT 

. EE SAVED BY FAITH ALONE, TKAT AS HAVE REACHED THE POINT WHERE IT SEEMS HARE TO BEI IEVE T l 



• •: 

MAN IS? SAVED BY FAITH. PERIOD! ONE EX' : .- AS WRONG AS THE OTHER. JVHS WE R . 

P O I N T TI-IAT W E CANNOT P R E A C H A S P A U L P R E A C H E D . W H E N W E REACH T H E P O I N T . H A T V.'E C A N ' T S 

A N D S A Y . " B Y G R A C E A R E Y E A A V E D THROUGH F A I T H " W I T H O U T M A K I N G S O M E K I N D OF A D D I T I O N A L UA 

T I O N SO T H A T W E NOT OFFEMD S O M E B R E T H R E N . T H E N W E HAVE O V E R - R E A C T E D . W E HAVE GONE TC 

A M D VVE H A V E NEGATED ONE OF T H E GREAT CONCEPTS T A U G H T I N T H E WORD O F G O D B E C A U S E 'VE HA 

T O U N D E R S T A N D . P A U L S A I D W E A R E S A V E D BY F A I T H A N D EVERYBODY W H O HAS EVER B E E N A W E D WAS 

BY F A I T H A M D I F YOU A R E S A V E D T O N I G H T , YOU A R E S A V E D BY F A I T H A M D NOT BY A N Y T H I N G E L S E . 

H O W S H A L L W E T H I N K O F F A I T H A S I T I S R E L A T E D T O M A N ? H O W S K A L L W E T H I N K OF F A I T H A S 

B O R N , A S I T C O M E S I N T O T H E HEART O F M A N ? T H E R E A R E S E V E R A L C O N S I D E R A T I O N S T H A T A R E ñ E C L A S . 

1 . F A I T H I S BORM O F MEED.. U N T I L A MAM R E A L I Z E S T H A T T H E R E I S A NEED I N H I S L I F E , U N T I L 

M A D E T O R E A L I Z E T H A T H E I S A S I N N E R . T H A T H E I S L O S T . T H A T H E I S H O P E L E S S , T K A T H E I S UNDONE. 

T K A T H E MEEDS S O M E T H I N G T H A T N E I T H E R HE NOR A N Y OTHER I IAN CAN S U P P L Y . H E W I L L NEVER H A V E A N Y 

F A I T H I N J E S U S C H R I S T . T H A T ' S T H E REASON T H A T I N OUR DAY F A I T H I S SUCH A P R E C I O U S C O M M O C I T Y . 

FOR I N OUR A G E W H E R E M E N S P E A K O F M E N ' S A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S , I N OUR A G E W H E N T H E K N O W L E D G E OF 

I S E X P A N D I N G A T A T R E M E N D O U S K A T E . D O U B L I N G EVERY 7 T O 1 5 Y E A R S D E P E N D I N G UPON T H E EST I 

G E T , WHEN M A N I S S E N D I N G M 1 S S L E S A N D M E H A R O U N D T H E M O O N , W H E N MAM I S T A L K I N G A B O U T L A N D I H 

T H E M O O N , W H E N M A N HAS B E C O M E ENAMORED OF H I S I N T E L L E G E N C E A N D H I S OWN A B I L I T I E S SO T H A T K£ 

REACHED T H E P 0 8 N T W H E R E H E S A Y S . ' ! CAN DO I T A L L A N D I D O N ' T H A V E N E E D O F A N Y T H I N G , " WE . 

S I T U A T I O N W H I C H I S MOT C O N D U C I V E T O F A I T H . M A M B E L I E V E S T H A T W H A T H E C A N ' T DO C A N ' T B E DC.' 

A N Y T H I N G M A N C A N ' T S A V E C A N ' T BE S A V E D , B U T MAM H E E D S T O L E A R N T H E L E S S O N THAT T H E R E I S . HEEI 

W H I C H H E CAMNOT S U P P L Y , T H A T T H E R E I S S O M E T H I N G L A C K I N G W H I C H M A N CANNOT F I L L V I T H A L L OF HTS 

I N G E N U I T Y . T H A T T H E R E I S S O M E T H I N G M I S S I N G T H A T MAM CANNOT G I V E UNTO H I M S E L F . MCI. CAH HE SU'.' 

I T A N Y W H E R E . U N T I L T H E I I T H E R E W I L L BE A N A B S E N C E O F F A I T H , T H I S I S T H E G R E A T T A S K T H A T F A C E S 

A N Y O N E W H O P R E A C H E S T H E G O S P E L OF J E S U S C H R I S T . T H E G R E A T D I F F I C U L T Y ä F A C E I S MOT T O G A" M E 

TO B E L I E V E T H A T J E S U S I S T H E S O N O F G O D , THOUGH I N T H I S A G E OF S K E P T I C I S M I T M A Y B E A L I T T L E 

MORE D I F F I C U L T , T H E G R E A T P R O B L E M J F A C E I S NOT E V E N T O G E T M E N T O B E I M M E R S E D INTO J E S U S 

C H R I S T FOR W H E N T H E Y H A V E F A I T H , T H A T W I L L N A T U R A L L Y BE A N E X P R E S S I O N O F I T , M V PROEL L. . 

TC OET MEN TO SEE THAT THERE IS A MEED WHICH WILL LEAD THEM TO HAVE A FAITH IN JESUS C H : . 

T H E S O N O F G O D W H O A L O M E C A M S U P P L Y T H E H E E D O F T H E I R S O U L S . F A I T H I S B O R N O F N E E D A N D U N T I L 

YOU F E E L T H E R E I S A MEED T H A T O N L Y J E S U S CAM S U P P L Y , JUST T H A T L O N G YOUR F A I T H I N H I M IS 

T O BE L I M I T E D . 

2 , F A I T H I N MAM I S R E L A T E D T O K N O W L E D G E , T H E K N O W L E D G E T H A T M A N HAS OF H I M THAT 

F A I T H I S H E L D . T H E R E A R E T H O S E I N OUR CAY WHO SAY T H A T F A I T H A M D K N O W L E D G E A R E R E A L L Y U M R E -

L A T E C . . T H A T 1 M A Y H A V E F A I T H I N A V A H . I N J E S U S F C R I N S T A N C E , V A A N Y K N O W L E D G E 

L I F E OH I N S P I T E OF T H E K N O W L E D G E T H A T L P O S S E S S , A N D T H E R E F O R E . I T D O E S N ' T . 

DiFFEssHoE WHAT K N O W L E D G E W E HAVE OF J E S U S WI IOWLEDGE IS « A S T R U T H F U I 

HONEST, OR WHETHER THE KNOWLEDGE IS THAT HE WAS A DECEIVER OF THE PEOPLE AMD LEO PEOPLE 

MAKING THEM BELIEVE THAT HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, Tl-IE IS THAT IN SPITE 5E 

WE POSSESS CF JESUS HERE, WE CAN STILL HAVE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST, BUT 
15 RELATED TO KNOWLEDGE AND MY FAITH IS DEPENDE IT A . I THE KNOWLEDGE TV . 
AND THE CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST. I THINK 'S CAN SEE THAT. LET ' 

MONEY THAT ! WISH TO INVEST AHO YOU SEE ME WALKING DOWN THE STREET ANC ' I 

GOING AND ' TELL YOU i AM GOING OVER HERE TO SEE MR. SO-AND-SO. I HAVE SC DNEY TO . 

AMD ! WANT TO INVEST IT WITH HIM. YOU LOOK AT ME RATHER STARTLED AMD ASIA 

KNOW ". HAT M R . S O - A N D - S O WAS THE MAN WHO JUST LAST YEAR OH JUST TEN YF . ICH-

AND-SUCH COMMUNITY AND KE BILKED DUT . PI . WINGS? DON'T YOU K IOW '- ISA 

DECEIVER OF THE PEOPLE? HOW CAN YOU HAVE AMY TRUST IN HIMl H i CAN YC -iWE IN A MAN 

LIKE THAT?" A M O I H E S P O H D , " W E L L , KNOWLEDGE OF A THING LIKE THAT?" AMD I RE Pi 

KNO »GE OFA THIN LIKE THAT IS REALI Y UNI ED TC ITH. FAITH fi KNOWLE S JUST 
NOT TO BE CONSIDERED AS IN THE SAME BALLGAME, AND THE IMPORTANT THING IS TKAT I 

HIM, ASO IF HAS SOT " iN i DO;-; ' !RY IT G KA! • RAKI '.LI.. OF 
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HIS PASTAND BEING CONCERNED ABOUT HIS FINANCIAL SHENANIGANS II I DAYS GOME BY,' ' W E L L . MOW. IF 

i HAD MONEY TO INVEST AMD IF i THOUGHT LIKE THAT, YOU CAN REST ASSURED THAT ERE LONG I WOUt.O BE 

PLACED UNDER GUARDIANSHIP AND THAT THOSE WHO THEN HAD CHARGE OF CARIHG FOR MY FINANCIAL W E L 

FARE WOULD BE MEN WHO HAO BETTER SENSE, BUT THE TRAGEDY OF OUR DAY IS THAT WHEN MEN TALK AS 

J E S U S L I K E T H A T S A Y I M G T H A T I T R E A L L Y D O E S N ' T M A K E A N Y D I F F E R E N C E W H E T H E R W E H A V E H H O W L í I D S S 

WHAT KIND OF KNOWLEDGE WE HAVE, INSTEAD OF BEIMG PUT UNDER GUARDIANSHIP THEY ARE USUALLY GIVEN 

IMPORTANT TEACHING POSITIONS I N THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYS. I WOULD SUGGEST THAT THEY ALSO NEED V 

BE PUT UNDER GUARDIANSHIP. F A I T H I S RELATED TO KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH IS OHPEMDENT UPON T H E KNOW

LEDGE THAT ! HAVE I N HLM UPON WHOM THAT FAITH I S RESTING. 

3 . F A I T H I S RELATED TO W I L L . WE BELIEVE JUST ABOUT WHAT WE WANT TO B E L I E V E . WE TALK Ae 

EVIDENCE. AMD EX IOENCE CF FAITH I S A WONDERFUL THING. EVIDENCE OF FA ITH IS A NECESSARY THING, 

MANY OF THE THINGS VJE B E L I E V E , WE BELIEVE MOT BECAUSE OF EVIDENCE BUT I N SPITE OF EVIDENCE, I 

READ JUST RECENTLY OF A MAN WHO, WHEN HE V/AS A STUDENT AT PRINCETON U N I V E R S I T Y . V-'ENT TO A P. 

TY AND THERE AT TKE PARTY THERE WAS A MAGICIAN. T H E MAGICIAN CALLED FOR SOME VOLUNTEERS FROM 

THE AUDIENCE. T H E Y CAME UP AND THE MAGICIAN HANDED THEM A L I T T L E BLACK BOX, AMD HE GOT THE 

TWO PEOPLE AND HE S A I D , " N O W . YOU PUT YOUR TANDS OM THE SIDES OF T H I S B O X . " T H E MAGICIAN PUT 

HIS TWC HANDS ON THE REMAINING SIDES AND WHILE THEY HELD THE BOX. THE BOX DISAPPEARED I T WAS 

JUST GOME. A N D HIS QUIERV W A S . " D O YOU BELIEVE THAT I BELIEVE THERE I S A MAM OM THE PRINCETON 

CAMPUS WHO MAKES L I T T L E BLACK BOXES DISAPPEAR?" H E S A I D , ' N O . I D O N T BELIEVE I T ! WHA./ WG 

HAPPEN TO OUR WORLD I F THERE WERE A MAN WHO COULD MAKE L I T T L E BLACK BOXES OR SOMETHING ELSE 

DISAPPEAR? WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO OUR CONCEPTS OF MATURE AND WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TC THE DSPENDA-

BIL ITY OF THE WORLD OF WHTCH WE ARE A PART? N O . ! DON'T BELIEVE I T , 1 " W H Y ? " HE S A I D , ' 'BECAUSE 

! DON'T WANT TO BELIEVE I T ! " WHEN WE GET RIGHT DOWN TO THE BASIS OF I T . VERY OFTEN T H I S IS THE 

FOUNDATION UPON WHICH FAITH IS B U I L T , EITHER OUR DESIRE TO BELIEVE OR OUR DESIRE NOT TO BELIEVE, 

AND WHEN VJE SAY THAT FAITH IS S IMPLY A MATTER OF EVIDENCE. MEANING BY THAT THAT FAITH I S A M A T 

TER OF EVIDENCE ONLY. WE MISUNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF F A I T H . F A I T H IS MOT A MATTER OF EVIDENCE 

ONLY. F A I T H IS ALSO A MATTER OF THE W I L L , 

BUT NOW THE IMPORTANT THING I S FAITH AS I T I S RELATED TO SALVATION. M A Y 5 SUGGEST FOUR POINT: 

1 . F A I T H HAS A SOURCE, ROMANS I O ' I V , ' F A I T H COMES BY HEARING, " !M THE COMTEHT 

SPEAKING OF THAT WHICH WAS PREACHED. AMD HE REACHED THE END OF T H I S DISCUSSION IN THE I 7 T H VERS 

WHERE HE S A I D . " F A I T H COMES BY HEARING, " T H E SCRIPTURE. THE WORD OF GOD, I S THE SOURCE OF 

CHRISTIAN F A I T H . T H E SCRIPTURE, THE WORD OF GOD. DISCLOSES THE MEEDS OF M A N . T H E SCRIPTURE 

THE JVORO OF GOD. STATES T H E PROMISES THAT GOD MAKES TO MAM. T H E SCRIPTURE, THE WORD OI 

I N D I C A T E S T H E C O N D î T î O N S W I T H W H I C H M A M M U S T C O M P L Y I F H E I S T O R E C E I V E T H E B L E S S I N G S T W 

THERE DESCRIBED, T H E SCRIPTURE, THE A'ORD OF GOD, IS THE ONLY SOURCE WE HAVE I N WHICH 

BLESSINGS ARE FOUND. ! KNOW THERE ARE SOME WHO SAY, " W E L L . THERE ARE MANY 

AND IT DOESN'T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE WHAT A MAM BELIEVES AS LONG AS HE SO HONEST. AS LONG AS , 

I S S I N C E R E . " B U T T H I S D O E S M O T A C C O R D W I T IE T E A < H I N G O F G O D ' S H O L Y W O R D . I N E P H E S I A N 

WE READ WHAT WE SOMETIMES REFER T O A S THE 7 UNITIES OF FAITH OR THE 7 UNITIES OF TI 

AMONG THESE UNIT IES THERE STANDS THAT GRE/.T OME, " T H E R E I S ONE FA ITH ' ONE F A I T H , NOTA 

T IPL IC ITY OF F A I T H S . NOT YOUR F A I T H , MOT MY F A I T H . HOT SOMEBODY ELSES F A I T H . BUT THERE IS 

F A I T H W H I C H I S R E V E A L E D I M T H E W O R D O F G O D , . M A Y I S U G G E S T T H A T I F A M A H S S L . . H E R E 

THAN ONE F A I T H , THEM LOGICALLY HE HAS MO ARGUMENT AT A L L WITH VHE HINDU WHO BELIEVES V 

MORE THAN ONE GOD, FOR THE SAME PASSAGE SAYS "THERE 13 CHE GOD, ^ I F I C. 

R I G H T T O I S N O R E T H E O M E F A I T H , T H E M T H E H I N D U H A S T H E R I G H T T O I G N O R E T H E O M E G O D . T H E S E T 

(FAITH ANE GOD) , STAND OR F A L L TOGETHER WITH A L L OF THE OTHER U N I T I E S . I F THE . 

ONE OF ANY SINGLE ONE OF T H E M , THERE CAI BE MORE THAN ONE OF A Y CF V 

L ICAL CONCEPT OF T H E TRUE AND L IV IHG GOD, WE HAVE LOST THE FACT THAT THERE IS OSS L O R I 

FORE.THE FACT THAT THERE I S ONE SAVIOR ANS A I OR UPON WHOM50I: 

' I L L I N O R D E R T O B E S A V E D . T H E R E I S O N E , I . í N I C O R I N T H I A N S Z'.B P A U L S A I D " 

[TH OF THESE CORINTHIAN -SSTHREN V 

T IE . I FA Tl lT A II A 

. . . . . 



r.- ss s 

T H I . ; F A I T H A L S O H A S A H O B J E C T . T H I S . I S S O I M P O R T A N T B E C A U S E I T I S S O L L Y F í T S O B J E C T 

T R A T F A I T H D E R I V E S I T S V A L I D I T Y , A N D I T I S S O L E L Y F R O M T H E O B J E C T T O W H I C H T H E F A I T H O F A C H I 

TIAN I S DIRECTED. EVE:' THAT THE FAITH OF THE CHILD OF GOD HAS ANY VAL ID ITY AT , 

F O R Y O U S E S S O W E R O F O U R F A I T H D O E S M O T R E S I D E I N T H E F A I T H I T S E L F . T H E R E ' S M O - -

I N T H E A T T I T U D E O F H E A R T . T H E R E ! I S H O T H I N G I M T H E A T T I T U D E O F M I N D . , . I S N O T H I N G I N T H E A 

T U D E OF W I L L T H A T W C OCSCRIBIS A S F A I T H , THI T 1 T A K E I T VO V H E T H R O N E OF G O D A N D S A Y , ' G( 

HERE, BECAUSE OF F A I T H . YOU OWE ME SOMETHING." T H E SAVING POWER OF FAITH DOES NOT RESîDS 

T H E F A I T H R R S S L S ' . ' H E S A V I N G P O W E R O F F A I T : : R E S I D E S I N J E S U S C H R I S T W H O I S T H E O B J E C T O F T L 

F A I T H . I N FACT, I F VJE WANT TO EE TECHNICALLY CORRECT, WE MUST PROCEED TO SAY THAT I T I S HOT 

FAITH THAT SAVES, OUT IT I S FAITH IN JESUS C IR ST VHAT SAVES. A ND T H I S MEANS THAT FAITH 11! AIR, 

OTHER S A V I O R . T H I S MEANS THAT FAITH IN AMY OTHER PHILOSOPHY. T H I S MEANS THAT FA ITH IN ANY O 

CONCEPT. OR HUMAN CONCEIT, OR SCHEME. OR FAITH IN ANY OTHER GOSPEL THAM T H E GOSPEL OF JESUS 

CHRIST AND H I M CRUCIFIED, BRINGS NOT SALVATION BUT A CURSE UPON H I M WHO CLINGS TO I T . I N FACT 

I F WE REALLV, REALLY VJANT TO BE TECHNICALLY CORRECT. V.'E MUST PROCEED A STEP FURTHER A S S 

THVT IT I S NOT EVEN FAITH I N JESUS CHRIST THAT SAVES, BUT I T I S CHRIST V/HO SAVES THROUGH FAI 

T H E SAVING POWER RESIDSS EXCLUSIVELY, MOT IN THE ACT OF FAITH OR T H E ATT ITUDE OR THE NATUMS 

F A I T H , B'JT THE SAVING POWER RESIDES !N THE OBJECT OF F A I T H . THAT IS JESUS CHRIST I T IS BE 

OF CHRIST WHO I S THE OBJECT OF OUR FAITH THAT THROUSH THAT FAITH WE CAN BE SAVED. 

F A I T H AS I T I S RELATED TO SALVATION HAS A PURPOSE WHAT I S THAT PURPOSE? I WOULD NOT TAI 

T I M E TO READ THE ENTIRE ELEVEN" . Cl kPTEB OF THE HE REW LETTER TOMIGHT, BUT I WISH WHEN YO!. 

HOME THIS EVENING YOU WOULD READ I T . Al-ID I W I S H , LOOKING AT THAT CHAPTER. YOU WOULD LOOK AT IT 

WITH THE QUESTION IN M I N D , ' "» ' / IAT IS THE PURPOSE OF FAITHV WHAT IS MY FA ITH TO DO IN ME AMO f 

ME? HOW AM I TO BEHAVE BECAUSE î HAVE FAITH IN JESUS C H R I S T ? " YCU W I L L SEE THAT IT WAS SS 

OF FAITH THAT THOSE GREAT MEN OF GOD WERE ABLE TO RELEASE THEIR HOLD ON THE WORLD. YOU W 

SES THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO LOOK UPON THEMSELVES AS STRAN 

AND SO-JOURNERS AND P I L G R I M S , DESIRING A BETTS" LAND TO WHICH THEY HOOKED AND WHICH BY FAIT •: 

SAW. YOU W I L L SEE THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF FAITH THAT THEY WERE A B L E TO BE VICTORIOUS. fT . 

BECAUSE OF FAITH THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO WITHSTAND A L L OF THE ONSLAUGHTS THAT THOSE WHO S 

ROUNDED THEM IN THE WORLD AMD THOSE WHO BELITTLED TKEM FOR THEIR RELATIONSHIP .VITH GOC AND 

THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO TURN THEM ASIDE FROM GOD. HEAPED UPON T H E M , [T V/AS BECAUSE THEY WERE 

L IEVERS. IT WAS BECAUSE THEY RELIED CONFIDENTLY IN THEIR TRUST SN G O D . THAT IT DIDN'T A 

DIFFERENCE TH' .T THEY WEF : ASUNDER, IT DIDN'T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE T I A T THEY WERE AFFLICT 

IT DIDN'T MAKEAMY DIFFER THEY WERE I. A T E N , IT DIDN'T MAKE A DIFFERENCE THAT THE 

WERE ED OF MEM, 

* , THIS IS THE VICTORY THAT OVE COM TH A S WORLD. EVEN OUR F A I T H . " î JOHN 5 : 4 , T H A T IS 

: OF F A I T H . T H E PURPOSE OF FAITH IN THE CHILD OF GOD I S MOT OHLY TO L I F T H ; s 

OF GOD, THE F A T H E R , BUT I T IS TO L I F T HIM ABOVE THE STORMS OF L I F E SO THAT WH 

WAY. WHATEVER DIFF ICULTIES HE MAY . EMS HE MAY ¡ A V E , WHATEVER SUFFER, 

H E M A Y B E C A L L E D U P O N T O E N D U R E , H E M A Y R E J H T H E H A N F G O D , H F I A Y B E V I C 

HE MAY SEE T H E RESULTS TKAT FA ITH I S TO HAVE. "RL S DI .SUR FAITH.. E V E N T : 

I R S O U L S . " I P E T E R I . O . T H A T i s W H A T F A I T H W I L L D O I 

THROUGH L I F E AND IT W I L L LEAO AFELY AT LA T I THE SAFETY THE CITY OF GOD . 

T H E END OF YOU LITH. F A I T I I S M< " A I T H IS HOT PURPOSELESS. F A I T H E : 

WOR : TOW, F A I T H ¡N T H E DIRECTIOI ¡S TO THE 

A N D O N E D A Y I T H A T I S T H A T I S M O T W A V E R H I G . A F A 

T H O S E A K E N O U T O F T H E W 

CITV OS GCD, I'OU HAVE R KIND OF FA ITH 1 : VIBRANT, • 

FAITH T I A T WIL'.. IE? 


