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SANCTIFICATION 
P R E S E N T E D SY 

J E S S H A L L . J R . 

G R E E N L A W N C H U R C H O F C H F . I S T 

A P R I L 20, іэбэ 

T O N J G H T W E H A V E C O M E T O T H E S T U D Y O F " S A N C T I F I C A T I O N " F O R O U R T E X T I A M R E A D I N G F R O M 

T H E FIRST LETTER TO T H E CHURCH IN C O R I N T H . THE SIXTH CHAPTER A N D BEGINNING I N T H E NINTH VERSE 

"KNOW YE NOT TKAT T H E UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT INKERIT T H E KINGDOM OF GOD? B E NOT DECEIVED: 

NEITHER FOP.NICATONS. NOR IDOLATORS. NOR ADULTERERS . NOR E F F E M I N A T E , NOR ABUSERS OF T H E M -

SELVES WITH M A N K I N D , NOR T H I E V E S , NOR COVETOUS, MOR DRUNKARDS, NOR REVTLERS, NOR EXTOR-

TIONERS, SHALL INHERIT T H E KINGDOM OF GOD , A N D 5UCH WERE SOME OF YOU: BUT YE ARE WA5MLD 

SUT YE ARE S A N C T I F I E D , 3UT YE ARE JJSTIF1ED IN T H E NAME OF T H E L.ORD J E S U S . A N D BY T H E S P I R I T 

OF OUR GOD . " WE HAVE INDICATED IN THE STUDY OF EVERY ONE OF THESE WORDS. I T H I N K . THAT PER-

HAPS EACH ONE OF T H E M BRINGS TO T H E M I N D OF H I M WHO HEARS I T A PARTICULAR IDEA MORE O ' T F 

THAN NOT THESE PARTICULAR IDEAS HAVE SOME FOUNDATION ¡N SCRIPTURE. SUT JUST AS T R U L Y , MORE 
OFTEN THAN NOT. THOUGH OUR CONCEPT OF THESE WORDS, THEIR DEF IN IT ION, THEIR MEANING I N GUP. 
L I V E S . HAS SO.ME FOUNDATION IN SCRIPTURE, S T I L L , BECAUSE WE HAVE TOO L I M I T E D AN UNOERSTANDI 
OF T H E M . BECAUSE V/E DO NOT APPRECIATE THE FULL IMPLICATION OF T H E M . WE DO NOT REALLY UNDER-
STAND THE USE THAT IS MADE OF T H E M , NOR WHAT THEY IMPORT FOR OUR SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE. S O 
I T I S W I T H T H E W O R D " S A N C T I F I C A T I O N . " " T H E W O R D " S A N C T I F I C A T I O N " B R I N G S T O T H E M I N D O F M A N Y 

INDIVIDUALS THE IDEA OF SPIRITUAL RENEWAL. і т BRINGS TO MANY T H E IDEA THAT MAN I S ENDOWED 

WITH CERTAIN MORAL A N D SPIRITUA L Q U A L I T I E S BUT T H I S I S NOT T H E ORIGINAL IDEA OF T H E WORD 

" S A N C T I F I C A T I O N , " T H E B I 3 L I C A L U S E O F T H E T E R M " S A N C T I F I C A T I O N , " P A R T I C U L A R L Y I N I T S B E -

G I N N I N G U S E . S P O K E N O T O F M O R A L о г . S P I R I T U A L Q U A L I T I E S W H I C H W E R E D R O U G H T T O B E W I T H I N T H E 

MIND OF MAN OR IN HIS HEART. RATHER. T H E WORD AS I T WAS FIRST USED A N D A S I T MUST BE FIRST 

U.\DER5TOOD BY THOSE WHO USE I T NOV/. SPOKE INSTEAD OF A S P I R I T U A L P O S I T I O N , OF A SPJRITUAL 

RELATIONSHIP—A RELATIOHSHIP THAT I S ESTABLISHED BETWEEN MAN AND HIS GOD . T H E HEBREW RVC 

FROM WHICH WE GET T H E O L D T E S T A M E N T WORD. "SANCTIFY" OR " S A N C T I F I C A T I O N ; " PROBABLY COMES 

FROM A ROOT WHICH M E A H5 "TO C U T . " |N ESSENCE WHENEVER T H E WORD "SANCTIFY" I S USED I N EITHER 

O L D T E S T A M E N T OR N E W , T H I S I S THE ROOT IDEA BEING EXPRESSED. I T SPEAKS OF RELATIONSHIP, T •:••.•.• 
MAN I S CUT AWAY FROM SOMETHING A N D HE I S PUT I N T O A NEW RELATIONSHIP W I T H SOMETHING E L S E . 

T H U S , WHEN MAN I S SANCTIFIED I N HI S RELATIONSHIP WITH G O D , I T SAYS THAT MAN I S CUT AWAY FRO;/, 

T H E WORLD. THAT M A N , I F YOU V/ILL TO USE A MORE SCNIPTURAL T E R M . I S SEPERATED FROM T H E IVORLC 

AND HE I S ADDED TO JESUS C H R I S T . 

B U T W H ' T L E T H E S C P . I P T L ' R A L W O R D S A N C T I F I C A T I O N S P E A K S F I R S T O F A L L O F A R E L A T I O N S H I P . I T 

ALSO DENOTES AN OPERATION WHEREBY GOD WORKS IN MAN TO PRODUCE I N H I M CERTAIN SPIRITUAL AND 

MORAL Q U A L I T I E S . T H A T T H I S 15 TRUE.CAN BE SEEN FROM A NUMBER OF PASSAGES. FOR INSTANCE, 

JOHN 17:17. JESUS SPEAKING, S A I D , "SANCTIFY T H E M THROUGH THY T R U T H : TH Y WORD I S T R U T H . " 

JESUS WAS SPEAKING TO GOD AND THEREFORE WITHOUT DOING VIOLENCE TO T H E PASSAGE, WE CAN SAY 

TMAT JESUS S A I D , " F A T H E R , YOU SANCTIFY THEM THROUGH THY T R U T H , THY WORD I S T R U T H . " I N A C T S 

2 0 . 3 2 T H E APOSTLE P A U L I N SPEAKING T O T H E EPHESIAN ELDERS S A I D . " A N D NOW. BRETHREN. I COMM 

YOU TO G O D . A N D TO T H E WORD OF HIS GRACE. WHICH I S ABLE TO BUILD YOU U P , AND TO GIVE YOU AN IN 
KERITANCE AMONG A L L TR.EM WHICH а п е S A N C T I F I E D , R HERE I T I S GOD WORKING THROUGH T H E WORD 

WHICH PRODUCES SANCTIFICATION IN T H E HEART OF M A N . I N A CTS 2 6 : 1 8 WE REAO " T C OPEN TU�T..�: 

E Y E S , A N O T O T U R N T H E M F R O M D A R K N E S S T O L I G H T , A M D F R O M T H E P O W E R O F S A T A N U N T O G O D , T H A T 

THEY MAY F.ECEIVE FORGIVENESS CF 5 I H 3 . AND INHERITANCE AMONG T H E M V/HICH ARE SANCTIFIED BY 

FAITH THAT I S I N M E . " T H I S INDICATES THAT WHILE SANCTIFICATIOM ¡S A WORK OF GOD , THAT SANCTI -
FICATION I S NOT WHOLLY TL:Z WORK OF GOO, TKAT WHILE I T I S IN IT IATED OF GOD AND WHILE I T 
W I T H G O D A N D W H I L E A P A R T F F I O ; . . G O O T H E R E C A N B £ ; - ¡ O S A N C T I F I C A T I O N , M A N M U S T A L S O с о � о р е г і ' 

H Gan OR MAN W I L L NEVER BECOME SANCTIFIEQ AT A L L . WHAT V/E ARE SAYING, T H E N , I S TH, 

I 
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S A N C T I F I C A T I O N I S A V E R Y P R E C I O U S R E A L I T Y , I N V O L V I N G H O L I N E S S O F H E A R T W H I C H L E A D S T O H O L I N E S S 

I N L I F E . I T BEGINS WITH REGENERATION REGENERATION I S BEING BORN AGAIN . REGENERATION IS A NEW 
L I F E PUT WITHIN M A N . AND U N T I L T H I S NEW L I F E OF HOLINESS I S PLACED W I T H I N MAN THERE I S AND CAN 
B E N O S A . N C T I F I C A T ï O N A T A L L . 

T H I S I S I M P O R T A N T . P A R T I C U L A R L Y ¡ S I T I M P O R T A N T FOR T H O S E WHO A R E D E P E N D I N G UPON T H E I R B E I : 
GOOD, M O R A L P E O P L E T O S A V E T H E M A T L A 5 T T O U N D E R S T A N D . F O R YOU S E E , N O W H E RE I N A L L OF T H E 
V V O R D O F G O D , D O E S T H E W O R D O F G O D ü N C O U R A G E A M A N T O B E A G O O D , M O R A L M A N S I M P L Y F O R T H E 

SAKE OF GOOD MORALS A L O N E . A L W A Y S T H E B I B L E INDICATES THAT GOOD MORALS ARE ACCEPTABLE ONLY 
AS THESE GOOD MORALS ARE FOUND IN RELATION TO GOD. FOR GOD'S SAKE. AND W I T H A VIEW TO GOO'S 
SERVICE. A MAN MAY REFORM H I S L I F E , A MAN MAY BR1.4G INTO HIS L I F E A GREAT MANY GOOD MORALS 
THAT HE DID NOT HAVE BEFORE. BUT THESE THINGS HAVE NOTHING AT A L L TO DO WITH SANCTIFICATION U N -
T I L THESE MORALS ARE A PRODUCT CF A NEV/ RELATIONSHIP V/ ITH GOD. A MAN MAY BECOME A THOUSAND 
T I M E S BETTER. BUT U N T I L HE GETS INTO T H I S RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD , THOUGH HE BE A THOUSAND T I M E S 
B E T T E R , H E I S N O T A S A N C T I F I E D M A N . 

S A N C T I F I C A T I O N I S F O U N D O N L Y W I T H I N A C E R T A I N S P H E R E . L I S T E N T O W H A T P A U L S A I D T O T H E C O R -
I N T H I A N B R E T H R E N I N T H E F I R S T C H A P T E R OF T H E F I R S T E O O K . V E R S E S 2 A N D 3 0 . H E A D D R E S S E D H I S BOO: 
C U N T O T H E C H U R C H O F G O D W H I C H I S A T C O R I N T H , T O T H E M T H A T A R E S A N C T I F I E D J N C H R I S T J E S U S , C A L L E O 
TO BE SAINTS, V/ IT к A L L THAT IN EVERY PLACE C A L L UPON T H E NAME OF J E S U S C H R I S T OUR L O R D , BOTH 

THEIRS . AND OURS : . . . B U T OF H I M ARE YE \H CHRIST JESUS , WHO OF GOD I S MADE UNTO US WISDOM . AND 

� I G H T E O U S N E S S . A N D SANCTTR I C A T 1 0 N , A N D R E D E M P T I O N . " і м V E R S E 2 A N D A G A I N I N V E R S E 3 0 , P A U L S.W. 

T H A T THESS C O R I N T H I A N C H R I S T I A N S W E R E S A N C T I F I E D , B U T H E I N D I C A T E S T H A T T H I S S T A T E O F S A N C T I F I -

C A T I O N IS ENJOYED ONLY WITHIN A CERTAIN SPHERE AND THAT SPHERE WAS DESCRIBED AS BEING "IN CKRI5 

J E S U S . " I WANT TO POINT SOMETHING ELSE OUT, A L S O , A S O J T T H I S 2ND VERSE OF 1 CORINTHIANS \ . Pi 

SAYS. "UNTO T H E CHURCH OF GOD WHICH I S C O R I N T H , TO T H E M THAT ARE SANCTIFIE D I N C H R I S T J E S U S . 

C A L L E D TO 3£ S A I N T S . " Now T H E WORDS " T O B E " A R E NOT I N T H E O R I G I N A L TEXT . 1 THINK IF T H E Y ARE 

DELETED AND THE STATEMENT IS THEN READ, IT BECOMES MUCH MORE MEANINGFUL. THE CORINTHIANS 
WERE SANCTIFIED IN CHRIST JESUS AND CALLED SA I NTS . ANY MAN V/KO IS IN CHRIST IS SANCTIFIED AND 
ANY MAN WHO IS SANCTIFIED IS CALLED A SAINT . 

HOW DOES THIS SANCTIFICATION WORK? WHAT IS THE CHANNEL THROUGH WHICH IT REACHES US? JOHN 
i 7 : i 7 . ^ S A N C T I F Y T H E M THROUG H T H Y T R U T H : T H Y WORD I S T R U T H . " E P H E S I A N S 5 : 2 6 . " T H A T HE M I G I 
S A N C T I F Y A N D C L E A N S E I T ( S P E A K I N G HERE O F T H E CHURCH) W I T H T H E W A S H I N G O F W A T E R BY (OR THROUGH) 
T H E W O R D . ' W H E R E V E R S A N C T I F I C A T I O N I S B R O U G H T U N T O M A N . I T I S A C C O M P A N I E D B Y T H E P R O C L A M A T I 

OF THE WORD OF GOD. 

T H E B A S I S O F M A N ' S S A N C T I F I C A T I O N I S E X P R E S S E D I N H E S R E V / S і з ; і 2 . " W H E R E F O R E J E S U S A L S O 

T H A T H E M I G H T S P . N O T I F Y T H E P E O P L E W I T H H I S O W N B L O O D , S U F F E R E D W I T H O U T T H E G A T E . " W H E N E V E R 

A MAN SPEAKS OF T H E BASIS OR T H E GROUND OF HIS JUSTIF ICATION, THAT GROUND AND THAT BASIS I S A L -

WAYS FOUND I N T H E DEATH OF T H E SON OF GOO . WHEN THE WRITER OF T H E HEBREW LETTER SOUGHT TO 

T E L L US WHERE T H E POSSIBIL ITY OF M A N ' S BEING SANCTIFIED CAME TO H I M , H E WROTE I N HESREV/S 1 0 . 1 0 

I N T H I S LANGUAGE. " B Y T H E WHICH W I L L WE ARE SANCTIFIED, THROUGH T H E OFFERING OF T H E BODY OF 

JESUS CHRIST ONCE FOP. A L L . " So ON T H E CROSS, IN T H E BODY OF C H R I S T , I S T H E PLACE WHERE THE 

P O S S I B I L I T Y O F S A N C T T F I C A T I O ; � ! W A S M A D E A V A I L A B L E U N T O M A N . N O W . S I N C E J E S U S K A S D I E D . S I N C E 

T H E B L O O D H A S B E E N S K E D . T K A T M E A N S T H A T T H E P O S S I B I L I T Y O F SA. N O T I F I C A T I O H H A S B E E N M A O E A V A I L 

A B L E UNTO M A N K I N D . 

T I : E N E X T Q U E S T I O N , T H E N , I S т н і з — H O W D O E S M A N A V A I L H I M S E L F O F T H I S P O S S I B I L I T Y A N D H O W 

DOES MAN REMOVE H I M S E L F FROM A SITUATION WHEREIN HE HAS T H E P O S S I B I L I T Y OF BECOMING S A N C T I -

FIED T'�TO TI�IE SVATE WHERE!» HE I S SANCTIFIED? HEAR A C T S 2 6 I 1 3 A G A I N . " T O OPEN T H E I R EYES . 

AND TO TURN THEM FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT (YOU SEE , FROM A STATE OF BEING UNSANCTIFIED , DARK 

T O A S T A T E O F B E I N G S A N C T I F I E D , L I G H T ) , A N O F R O M T H E P O W E R O F S A T A N ( U N S A N C T ! F ï E N ) U N T O G O D 
(SANCTIFIED) , THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF S I N S , AMD INHERITANCE AMONG THEM WHICH RE 
SANCTIFIED (NOW HOW I S I T DONE?) BY FAITH THAT JS HI M E . " THOS E WHO HAVE FA ITH IN JESUS CHRIST 
COME INTO THAT REALM WHEREIN MAN IS SANCTIF IED. T H E Y COME INTO CHRIST JESUS AND HERE AC ' . IN 
W E G E T A V E R Y V I V I D I L L U S T R A T I O N O F H гне T E R M F A I T H I S U S E D B Y T H E A P O S T L E P A U L . T O T H C 



P A G E з 

TO WHOM НЕ WAS SPEAKING IN ACTS 26 . 1 В HE SAID, ,%YoU ARE SANCTIFIED BY FAITH THAT IS IN JESU'.T 

C H R I S T . " B U T H I S U S E O F T H E T E R M F A I T H D I D NOT E X C L U D E O B E D I E N C E T O G O D FOR I N E P H E S I A N S S : 

26 H E S A I D . " T H A T H E M I G H T S A N C T I F Y A N D C L E A N S E I T ( S P E A K I N G O F T H E C H U R C H , S P E A K I N G O F C H R I S -

T I A N S V/HO M A D E U P T H E C H U R C H ) W I T H T H E W A S H I N G O F W A T E R B Y T H E W O R D . '* P A U L S U S E O F \ ~ л і т н * 

D I D NOT E X C L U D E O B E D I E N C E . і т D I D H O T E X C L U D E B A P T I S M . і т W A S T K A T P A U L D I D NOT KNOW T H E 

P R E S E N C E O F F A I T H FOR A M A N W O U L D R E F U S E T O B E I M M E R S E D I N O B E D I E N C E T O T H E C O M M A N D O F T H C 

S O N O F G O D , 

T H E R E A R E T W O A S P E C T S O F S A N C T I F I C A T I O N . S O M E T I M E S T H I S G E T S A B I T C O N F U S I N G . F O R I N S T A 

W E READ A M O M E N T A G O F R O M T C O R I N T H I A N S 6 î 1 1 W H E R E P A U L , S P E A K I N G T O T H E C O R I N T H I A N BRETKR I 

S A I D . " Y E A R E W A S H E D , Y E A R E S A N C T I F L E O . " і т S E E M S T K A T I T W A S A O N C E A N D FOR A L L A C C O M P L I SI 

T H I N G . O N T H E O T H E R K A N D V T H E R E A R E A N U M B E R O F P A S S A G E S W H I C H S P E A K O F S A N C T I F I C A T I O N A S BLLVIG 

A P R O G R E S S I V E T H I N G A N D S A N C T I F I C A T I O N I S E Q U A T E D W I T H GROV/TH I N T H E L O R D J E S U S C H R I S T . T H E 

T R U T H O F T H E M A T T E R 1 3 T H A T S A N C T I F I C A T I O N I S U S E D I N B O T H W A Y S . 

S A N C T I F I C A T I O N I S F I R S T O F A L L A N A C T , T H I S I S R E F E R R E D T O A S B E I N G " D E F I N I T I V E 1 7 O R " P O S I T « : ' . C 

S A N C T I F I C A T I O N , W H I C H I S T O S A Y T H A T W H E N T H I S O C C U R S A M A N I S B R O U G H T I N T O A P O S S I T I O N W H E R E K E 

I S S A N C T I F I E D I N C H R I S T . W H E N T H I S T E R M I S U S E D . T H E T E R M " S A N C T I F I E D " OR T H E T E R M " S A I N T S ' I S 

A P P L I E D T O E V E R Y O NE I N J E S U S C H R I S T , I T M A K E S NO D I F F E R E N C E W H A T H I S S T A T E O F S P I R I T U A L M A T U R . T Y 

OR I M M A T U R I T Y M A Y B E . F O R I N S T A N C E . W E H A V E READ P E R H A P S T W I C E A L R E A D Y I N T H I S L E S S O N T H E 

O P E N I N G W O R D S O F P A U L T O T H E C H U R C H O F C O R I N T H V/HERE K E W R O T E , " . , . U N T O T H E C H U R C H O F G O D , 

T H O S E W H O A R E S A N C T I F I E D I N C H R I S T J E S U S , C A L L E D S A I N T S . " Y E T , A S W E T U R N T H R O U G H T H E BOOK 

O F C O R I N T H I A N S , W E F I N D A N Y T H I N G B U T S P I R I T U A L L Y M A T U R E P E O P L E . A S W E L O O K A T T H E L E T T E R . 

W E F I N D P E O P L E W H O W E R E H A V I N G EVERY S P I R I T U A L P R O B L E M T H A T M A N C O U L D H A V E , T H E R E W A S N ' T 

A N Y P R O B L E M , W H E T H E R I T W A S A P R O B L E M O F I M M O R A L I T Y A M O N G T H E M E M B E R S , OR W H E T H E R I T W A S 

A P R O B L E M O F T H E C O R R U P T I O N O F W O R S H I P . W H E T H E R I T W A S A P R O B L E M O F л M I S U N D E R S T A N D I N G O F 

T H E R E L A T I O N S H I P ' B E T W E E N T H E O L D A N D N E W C O V E N A N T S YOU N A M E T H E P R O B L E M A N D T H E C H U R C H 

A T C O R I N T H HAD I T . B U T Y E T W H E N T H E A P O S T L E W R O T E T O T H E C H U R C H I N T H E C I T Y O F C O R I N T H , H E 

S A I D T K A T T H E Y W E R E » S A N C T I F I E D . " T H A T T H E Y W E R E " C A L L E D S A I N T S . " W H Y ? B E C A U S E I N S P I T E 

OF T H E I R P R O B L E M S , I N S P I T E OF T H E I R L A C K O F S P I R I T U A L M A T U R I T Y . I N S P I T E O F T H E F A C T T H A T H E 

SAID, " A R E Y E N O T Y E T CARNAL, A RE Y E NOT Y E T WALKING A S M E N . " T H E Y W E R E S T I L L m JESUS C H R I S ' 

A N D I N J E S U S C H R I S T A M A N I S m T H E R E A L M OF S A N C T I F I C A T I O N . 

B U T , YOU S E E , W H E N A M A N C O M E S I N T O J E S U S C H R I S T , T H O U G H H E C O M E S I N T O T H E R E A L M W H E R E 

T H E S A N C T I F I E D D W E L L , S A N C T I F I C A T I O N I S NOT A N A C T O N L Y . I T I S A L S O A P R O G R E S S I V E T H I N G A N D I T 

D E N O T E S T H A T A M A N 1 3 G R O W I N G EVER M O R E A N D M O R E I N T H E L I K E N E S S O F J E S U S C H R I S T . і т I S A P R O -

C E S S A N D T H I S I S R E F E R R E D T O A S " P R O G R E S S I V E " S A N C T I F I C A T I O N . N O W S A N C T I F I C A T I O N A F F E C T S 

EVERY P A R T O F M A N . W H E N A M A N I S S A N C T I F I E D , T H E O L D M A N I S M O R T I F I E D , T H E NEW M A N I S P U T ON 

T H E W H O L E M A N I S A F F E C T E D . /VHEN T H E W H O L E M A N I S A F F E C T E D . H E B E G I N S T O G R O W , B U T I N S P I T S 

T H E F A C T T H A T T H E N E V / M A N W H I C H H A S B E E N B O R N A G A I N B E G I N S T O G R O W H E S T I L L L I V E S I N A N I M P E R -

F E C T S T A T E . H E I S S T I L L C H A R A C T E R I Z E D B Y A N I M P E R F E C T D E G R E E I N C H R I S T I A N I T Y . H E M U S T S T I L L 

C O N T E N D W I T H S I N . I J O H N I ¡ C I O T E L L S U S T K A T I F A M A N S A Y S H E H A S N ' T S I N N E D . T H E N H E M A K E S 

G O D A L I A R A N D H E :�з л L I A R A N D T H E WORD O F G O D I S NOT I N H I M . H E M U S T S T I L L R E A L I Z E T H A T T H E 

I S A W A R F A R E B E T W E E N T H E F L E S H A N D T H E S P I R I T , T H A T T H E F L E S H L U S T S A G A I N S T T H E S P I R I T A N C THE 

S P I R I T W A R S A G A I N S T T H E F L E S H SO T H A T A M A M C A N N O T . P A U L S A I D I N G A L A T I A N S 5 г í 7 . DO T H E T H I N G ! , 

T H A T H E V / O U L D . E V E N T H O U G H A M A N I S I N T H E S T A T E O F S A N C T I F I C A T I O N . B E C A U S E H E I S S T I L L I N A N 

I M P E R F E C T S T A T E H E M U S T S T I L L B E C O N C E R N E D W I T H S U C H M A T T E R S A 3 F R A Y E R , A N D C O N F E S S I O N . H E 

M U S T S T I L L 3 E C O N C E R N E D V / I T H S U C K M A T T E R S A S R E P E N T A N C E , FOR " I F W E C O N F E S S OUR S I N S H ł I S 

F A I T H F U L A N D J U S T T O F O R G I V E U S OUR S I M S A N D T O C L E A N S E U S F R O M A L L U N R I G H T E O U S N E S S , " 

T H I S P R O G R E S S I V E S A N C T I F I C A T I O N B E G I N S W H E N A M A M C O M E S I N T O J E S U S C H R I S T A N D I T C O N T I N U E S 

A L L T H E DAYS O F H I S L I F E . N E V E R , N E V E R D O E S A M A N I N T H I S L I F E R E A C H A S T A T E W H E R E I T C A N B E 

S A I D O F H I M T H A T H E I S P E R F E C T . Y E T , W H E N V/E T U R N T O T H E W O R D O F G O D V/E CO NO F U R T H E R T H A N 

G E N E S I S б : э B E F O R E V/E F I N D T H E S C R I P T U R E S P E A K I N G O F N O A H A S A M A N W H O V/AS P E R F E C T IM H I S 

GENERATION. NOW IF A MAN NEVER REACHES PERFECTION, CUT THE BlELE SAYS HERE THAT A MAN IS 

PERFECT, OON'T WE HAVE SOME .': LE |S7 SOME HAVE SAID THAT IT REALLY MQ4NS THAT NoAK': 
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GENERATION WAS SO BAD THAT I N COMPARISON TO THEM HE WAS PERFECT. B U T THAT I S NOT WHAT T H E 

S C R I P T U R E S A I D . і т D I D N ' T S A Y H E W A S P E R F E C T I N C O M P A R I S O N T O A N Y T H I N G . і т S A I D T K A T I N H I S 

GENERATION HE WAS PERFECT, NOT ''COMPARED W I T H " HIS GENERATION , BUT " I N " H I S GENERATION. I N 

WHAT SENSE, T H E N . WAS NOAH PERFECT? T H E WORD TRANSLATED "PERFECT" MEANS " C O M P L E T E . WHOLE, 

W I T H O U T B L E M I S H , S O U N D . U N I N J U R E D , P E R F E C T , '' і т S I M P L Y M E A N S T H A T H I S M A N N O A H W A S A M A N W H O 

V/AS C O M P L E T E . H E V/AS WHOLE I N T H E S I G H T OF A L M I G H T Y GOD . I N T H A T SENSE HE WAS PERFECT. NOT 

IN T H E SENSE THAT HE WAS S I N L E S S . T H E OPENING VERSE OF J O B SAYS THAT J O B WAS A PERFECT MAN 

BUT YOU DON'T READ VERY FAR INTO THE BOOK OF JOB UNTIL YOU FIND JOB QUARRELLING W I T H GOD Yc.: 

DON'T READ VERY FAR IN THE BOOK OF JOB UNTIL YOU FIND J o B QUESTIONING GOD . JOB WASN'T A P E R -

FECTLY SINLESS M A N , BUT HE WAS "SOUND'4 IN GOD'S SIGHT. ІМ M A T T . 5 WE F I N D JESUS SAYING. " B E 

YE PERFECT. AS YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN IS PERFECT. " WHAT DOES T H E T E R M MEAN? І Т MEANS C O M -

PLETE O R W H O L E . L O O K A T T H E C O N T E X T . J E S U S H A D S A I D , " Y O U R F A T H E R I N H E A V E N S E N T H I S S U N 

ON THE E V I L AND T H E GOOD AND HE MAKES H I S RAIN TO F A L L ON T H E JUST A N D T H E UNJUST . R H E THEN 

EXHORTS THEM TO BE JUST L I K E GOD . YOU BE PERFECT AS YOUR FATHER I N HEAVEN I S PERFECT. YOU 

LOVE A L L MEN L I K E GOD LOVES A L L M E N . L E T T H E CIRCLE OF YOUR L O V E . L E T T H E EMBRACING NATURE 

OF YOUR LOVE б е COMPLETE L I K E GOD'S LOVE I S COMPLETE TOWARD A L L MEN,. T H I S I S INVARIABLY THE 

USE OF T H E TERM IN T H E N . T . OTHERS LOCK AT I JOHN 3 : 8 . 9 A N D SAY. ' B U T MAN WHO I S A CHRISTIAN 

CAN'T S I N FOR THOSE WHO C O M M IT S I N , JOHN S A I D , ARE OF T H E O E V I L AND TKAT MAN WHO I S BORN OF GOO 

DOES NOT C O M M I T S I N . T H A T SOUNDS L I K E PRETTY P L A I N LANGUAGE." »T I S P L A I N LANGUAGE. E PECIALLY 

I N T H E GREEK. I T I S NOT AS P L A I N I N T H E E N G L I S H . T H E S E VERBS ARE A L L I N T H E PRESENT TENSE AI I 

THAT MAN WHO I S OF GOD DOES NOT HABITUALLY GO ON PRACTICING T H E LOVE OF S!N BECAUSE T H I S HABITUAL 

PRACTICE OF S I N . T H E LOVE OF S I N . I S INCOMPATIBLE WITH A MAN WHO HAS BEEN BORN A G A I N . JOHN WOULO 

NOT CONTRADICT H I M S E L F I N SO SHORT A SPACE. BACK I N T H E F I R S T CHAPTER OF THAT F I R S T L E T T E R , VER-

SES 7 TO 9 . HE WROTE T H E WORDS THAT WE QUOTED A MOMENT AGO WHEN HE S A I D , " B U T I F A MAN SAYS 

( A CHRISTIAN SAYS). THAT HE HASN'T SINNED. HE I S A L I A R . " R I G H T T H E R E . HE HAS C O M M I T T E D HIS 

FIRST ONE. A N D HE HAS A L S O MADE A GREVIOUS M I S T A K E I N TKAT WHEN HE S A I D HE HAD NOT SINNED HE 

MADE GOD A L IAR AMD GOO'S WORD WAS NOT I N H I M , T H E R E W I L L NEVER BE A PERFECT MAN I N T H E SENSE 

OF S I N L E S S , SPOTLESSNESS UPON T H E FACE OF T H E EARTH. BUT MAN CAN CE C O M P L E T E , MAN CAN BE WHOLE, 

I N AND THROUGH A N D BY J E S U S C H R I S T . 

A S M A N C O N T I N U E S I N T H I S P R O G R E S S I V E S A N C T I F I C A T I O N , H O W C A N H E K N O W , W H A T I S T H E E V I D E N C E 

WHEREBY HE CAN T E S T TO S E E , WHETHER OR NOT HE HAS PROGRESSED I N SANCTIFICATI CN . L E T M E SUG-

GEST FOUR T H I N G S . 1 , A MAN KNOWS HE HAS INCREASED I N SANCTIFICATION WHEN HE HAS DECREASEO IN 

S E L F � E S T E E M . A MAN KNOWS HE HAS INCREASED IN SANCTIFICATION V/HEM HE HAS INCREASED I N H U M I L I T Y . 

I N ISAIAH 6, ISAIA H RECORDED HIS SEEING G O D . A S HE CAME AWAY FROM T H E MEETING W I T H GOD. HE 

S A I D . " W O E I S UNTO M E FOR I A M UNDONE. I A M A MAN OF UNCLEAN L I P S A N D I DWELL I N T H E M I D S T OF 

A PEOPLE OF UNCLEAN LIPS. FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING, THE L.ORD OF HOSTS. " WHAT ARE ' 

SAYING I S A I A H ? ISAIAH WAS SAYING, "I A M UNWORTHY." ISAIAH WAS SAYING, " І A M NOT WORTHY OF р л т 

I HAVE SEEN, I A M NOT WORTHY OF T H E BLESSING THAT GOD HAS GIVEN TO M E I N T H I S REVELATION. ! . 

S I M I L A R T H I S SOUNDS TO T H E LANGUAGE OF T H E APOSTLE P A U L . I N EPHESIANS з : HE S A I D . "UNTf : 
W H O A M L E S S T H A N T H E L E A S T O F A L L S A I N T S , I S T H I S G R A C E G I V E N , T H A T I SHOULD PREACH AMC IG I 

G E N T I L E S T H E U N S E A R C H A B L E R I C H E S O F C H R I S T . " P A U L D I D N O T W R I T E T H E E P H E S I A N L E T T E R SOCN Al 

T E R H I S C O N V E R S I O N . T H E E P H E S I A N L E T T E R W A S O N E O F His P R I S O N E P I S T L E S . I T I M O T H Y IVAS ONE OI 

HIS PRISON EPISTLES WHEREIN HE S A I D . " І Т IS A FAITHFUL SAYING THAT CHRIST J E S U S CAME INTO THE 

WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS OF WHOM 1 A M CHIEF . " WHAT A TEST THAT IS OF THE NATURE AMD THE D'^GREi'. 

OUR SANCTIFICATION . I DARE SAY THAT NOT MANY OF US HAVE EVER EVEN THOUGHT THE THOUGHT MUCH L 

EXPRESSED I T — T H A T I A M UNV/ORTHY . I HAVE GOT BRETHREN V/HO WON'T EVEN S I N G , " A ï THE CROS, AT 
THE CROSS. " BECAUSE THERE IS AN EXPRESSION THERE WHICH SAYS, " F O R SUCH A WORM A S 1 . " " T H A T 
DESCRIBE M E , " IT IS SAID! BUT A L L THAT IS IS AN EXPRESSION OF DEEP H U M I L I T Y IN THE PRESENCE OF 
AND THE MAN V/HO CANNOT EXPRESS IT IS A MAN UNSANCTIFIEO. ÍN A MOMENT L I K E T H I S , V/E MAY WELL 
THINK I T . IN SOME OF OUR SONGS. WE MAY SING I T . BUT DO WE REALLY MEAN IT? MOST OF US HAVE THE 
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ATTITUDE THAT WE ARE DOING GOD A FAVOR BY BECOMING A PART OF H I S KINGDOM, THAT WE ARE DOING 

GOD A FAVOR WHEN WE COME TO WORSHIP, THAT WE ARE DOING GOD A FAVOR WHEN WE LAY BY H I M I N 

STORE, THAT V/E ARE DOING GOD A FAVOR WHEN WE TEACH A BTBLE C L A S S . THAT WE ARE DOING GOD A 

FAVOR WHEN WE GO AND V I S I T OR DO SOMETHING E L S E . OH , SURELY GOD'S WORK DEPENDS UPON A 

HUMAN V/HO I S W I L L I N G TO DO I T . BUT T H E POINT I S T H I S BRETHREN, T H E SERVICE OF GOD I S NOT A 

SACRIFICE WHEREBY WE OO GOO A FAVOR, I T I S A PRIVILEGE WHEREIN WE ARE BLESSED TO PARTAKE. 

A M A N D O E S N ' T P R O G R E S S V E R Y FAR I N S A N C T I F I C A T I O N U N T I L H E I S W I L L I N G T O S E R V E T H E L O R D I N 

T H I S A T T I T U D E . 

S E C O N D L Y , A M A N I N C R E A S E S I N S A N C T I F I C A T I O N W H E N T H E R E I S A N I N C R E A S I N G H A T R E D O F S I N . 

S I N I S THE OPPOSITE OF HOLINESS. AND SO FAR AS I A M A B L E TO T E L L FROM T H E STUDY OF T H E WORD 

OF GOD, GOD I S NOT A B L E TO MAKE US HOLY WITHOUT MAKING US HATE S I N . T H E HATRED OF S I N I M -

P L I E S T H E LOVE OF HOLINESS AND T H E LOVE OF HOLINESS I M P L I E S T H E HATRED OF S I N A N D THESE TWO 

THINGS. T H E HATRED OF S I N AND LOVE OF HOLINESS, CAN'T GET ALONG I N PEACEFUL C O � E X I S T E N C E. A 

CHRISTIAN LOVES HOLINESS ONLY TO T H E DEGREE THAT HE HATES S I N . A N D NO M O R E . I T I S WITH T H E 

SAME INTENSITY THAT A MAN KATES S I N THAT HE LOVES THAT WHICH I S HOLY. AND T H E STRENGTH OF 

T H E S E T W O T H I N G S W I L L A L W A Y S B E J U S T E X A C T L Y T H E S A M E , і т I S I N T H I S R E S P E C T T H A T W E F O O L 

OURSELVES SO O F T E N, THINKING TKAT WE CAN LOVE GOD , WE CAN LOVE HOLINESS MORE INTENSELY THAN 

V/E HATE THAT V/HICH I S E V I L . BUT I T CANNOT AMD I T W I L L NOT BE DONE, T H E C H R I S T I A N HATES S I N 

A 3 M U C H A S H E L O V E S H O L I N E S S A N D NO M O R E , W H E R E V E R T H E R E I S T H E P R O G R E S S I V E W O R K O F S A N C -

TIFICATION, T H E C H R I S T I A N I S G O I N G T O B E H A T I N G S I N M O R E I N T E N S E L Y A N D H E W I L L M A K E A P P R O P -

R I A T E A N D PROPORTIONATE GAINS IN HIS LOVE OF TKAT WHICH IS HOLY. 

T H I R D , W H E R E A C H R I S T I A N P R O G R E S S E S I N S A N C T I F I C A T I O N , T H E R E W I L L B E A G R O W I N G I N T E R E S T 

I N T H E M E A N S O F G R A C E . W H A T A R E T H E M E A N S O F G R A C E ? T H E Y A R E A R E N U M E R O U S . л ' е W I L L M E N -

T I O N B U T A F E W . O N E O F T H E M I S T H A T W E W I L L IMCREA.SE I N OUR L O V E F O R . OUR S T U D Y O F G O D ' S 

H O L Y A N D E T E R N A L W O R D . " S A N C T I F Y T H E M T H R O U G H T H Y T R U T H . T H Y W O R D I S T R U T H " P E T E R S A I г 

" A S NEWBORN B A B E S L O N G FOR T H E S I N C E R E M I L K O F T H E WORD T H A T YE M A Y GROW T H E R E B Y U N T O S A L -

VATION. " T H E W O R D O F G O D I S O N E O F T H E M O S T P R O M I N E N T M E A N S O F P R O M O T I N G H O L I N E S S . I F TH:." 

QUESTION BE ASKED, "VVKO ARE THOSE V/HO ARE INCREASING IN SANCTIFICATION," THE ANSWER MUST BE, 

" I T I S THEY WHO DELIGHT IN T H E LAW OF THE LORD , AND WHO THEREIN M E D I T A TE DAY AMD MIGHT. " TILLS 

I S T H E M A N W K O V / I L L G R O W I N S A N C T I F I C A T I O N . 

T H A T M A N G R O W S I N S A N C T I F I C A T I O N W H O G R O W S I N H I S P R A Y E R L I F E . O N E O F T H E M O S T S A C R E D 

PLACES TO T N E CHRISTIAN SHOULD BE HIS CLOSET BECAUSE I N H I S CLOSET. A L O N E W I T H G O D , HE CAN 

P O U R O U T H I S S O U L I N S U P P L I C A T I O N A N D T H E R E , A L O M E W T T H H I S G O D . H E C A N R E S T A S S U R E D T H A T 

ONLY THE D I V I N E EYE SEES, ANO HE CAN KNOW THAT ONLY T H E DIV IN E EAR HEARS AS HE T A L K S UNTO 

HIS G O D . I F T H E CHRISTIAN NEGLECTS HIS PRAYER L I F E OR ENGAGES I N I T I N A HEARTLESS MANNER, 

THEN REST ASSURED THAT T H E SANCTIFYING PROCESS I S GOING TO STOP BECAUSE T H E SANCTIFYING 

PROCESS CANNOT GO ON I N A PRAYEKLESS SOUL. WE COULD ADO T H E P U B L I C V/ORSHIP , T H E PARTAK-

ING OF T H E L O R D ' S SUPPER, FELLOWSHIP WITH FELLOW�SAIRJTS, SINGING HYMNS OF PRAISE AND D E -

VOTION, ON AMD ON WE COULD GO, BUT� WHEN A MAN INCREASES IN S A N C T I F I C A T I O N, THERE I S A COR-

RESPONDING INCREASE I N HIS LOVE FOR AND HIS USE OF THESE VERY MEANS THAT HE M I G H T CONTINUE 

TO GROW YET MORE AND MORE. 

F I N A L L Y , T H E R E I S A N I N C R E A S I N G S A N C T I F I C A T I O N W H E R E T H E R E I S A L S O A N I N C R E A S E I N T H E L O V E 

OF H E A V E N L Y T H I N G S . I T H I N K T H I S I S V I V I D L Y I L L U S T R A T E D I N T H E L I F E OF T H E A P O S T L E P A U L . H O W 

P O I G N A N T 1 3 T H A T M O M E N T W H E N K E S A Y S . " T I M O T H Y , T H E T I M E O F M Y D E P A R T U R E I S A T HAND . ! 

A L R E A D Y B E I N G S A C R I F I C E D . 1 A M A L R E A D Y B E I N G 7�QJKZ.O O U T . '• H O W T O U C H I N G W H E N :•',?� W R I T E T O 1 

P H I L L I P I . A : ; C R Z T H R E N , VA T YOU T O KNOW T K A T FOR ME т о L I V E i s C H R I S T , B U T FOR M E T O C I E t 

GAIN." PAUL WAS LIVING WITH THE REALIZATION THAT THE TIME WO;JLD SOON COME '.'.'KEN HE CO�

REACH OUT AND LAY KOLO UPON THAT ."ОГ. WHICH KE PAO SO LONGED AMD SO EARNESTLY Pr.AY£D. ANO 
AS HE SAW THAT MOMENT CCMK.G. AS HE CAW THE INE\ ITA BLE STROKE WHICH SOON MUST FALL, " 
APOSTLE STOOD RCÍADY TO LET GO CF EVERY THING THAI THLY, A s HE INCREASED IW SANCTIFI-

CATION THERE WAS A SPONDING LOOSENING OF II У UPON TI�: E THINGS OF TMELAI".TH. F�. 
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DID.'i'T WANT TO HANG ONTO THEM PAUL ! . .CY TO BID THEM FAREWELL. HE WAS READY TO DE-

PART A N D т о B E W I T H C H R I S T . H E V/AS READY T O GO TO H I S H O M E L A N D . W H E N A M A N I N C R E A S E S I N 

C T I F I C A T I O N , H E I S G O I N G T O I N C R E A S E I N H I S L O V E FCP. H E A V E N L Y T H I N G S , I N H I S D E S I R E TO REACH 

OUT .AND IAY KOLO UPON THEM AND GO HOME. THIS IS WHAT PAUL IS SAYING . 

I N C O L O S S I A N S з IN T H E O P E N I N G V E H S E S . i T H I N K P A U L P U T I N J U S T A F E W S E N T E N C E S T H E E N �

ТІГ . І СОМС.ТРТ OF SANCTIFICATION. "IF THEN YE i t RÍ3!T1-! WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS V/HICH 
ARE ЛВО £ , V/HERS CHRIST SI TT ETH ON THE RIG'IT HAND OF GOD. SET YOUR AFFECTION ON THINGS 
ABOVE, NOT ON THINGS ON THE EARTH. FOR Y^ .ARE DEAD, AND YOUR LIFE IS HID WITH CHRIST IN 
G O D . A/HEN C H R I S T , W H O ts OUR L I F E , S H A L L A P P E A R , T H E M S H A L L Y E A L S O A P P E A R W I T H H I M I N 

G L O R Y . " T H E R E I S T H E M E T H O D , T H E R E A R E T H E M E A N S OF S A N C T I F I C A T I O N „ L E T T H E C H R I S T I A N , 

L E T T H A T M A N WHO I S R I S E N W I T H C H R I S T , s i r r NOV/ M I S A F F E C T I O N ON H E A V E N L Y T H I N G S , R E A L I Z I N G 

THAT COMPLETE AND FINAL SANCTIFICATION. HOT TO BE HAD IN THIS L IFE , MAY BE HAD WHEN CHRIST 
WHO IS OUR LIFE APPEARS AND V/E SKALL BE WITH HIM IN GLORY. Do YOU HAVE THAT PROSPECT TO-
NIGHT? \У AT THIS MOMENT CKRIST SHOULD O i . l E , HAS YOUR GROWTH IN SANCTIFICATION BEEN SUCH 

THAT YOU COULD FACE THE MOMENT WITH ASSURANCE? IF NOT. THEM SURELY WITH TKAT YOU ARE NOT 

SÍ.TISFIEO. AND SURELY TO REMOVE IT YOU Wli.L COME TO JESUS TONIGHT. IF YOU HAVE NEVER COME 
INTO J E S U S C H R I S T W H E R E I N YOU M I G H T B E SA ч е т I F t E D , L E T T H I S B E YOUR M O M E N T . L E T T H I S B E 

ТЧЕ HOUR WHEN YOU COME TO PUT ON THE LoFO JESUS CHRIST, COME TO DWELL IN H I M , AND COME TO 

PUT OM THE ROBES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS A D GR.W/ IM SANCTIFICATION. 


