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OUR LESSON TONIGHT DEALS WITH THE ATTRIBUTES OF GoD. LAST WEEK IN OUR LESSON WE
LEARNED THAT IT 1S POSSIBLE FOR MAN TO KNOW GoOD, THAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR MAN TO GAIN IN-
FORMATION CONCERNING GOD, BUT THAT THIS IS POSSIBLE ONLY AS MAN IS WILLING TO OPEN UP
HIS HEART AND LISTEN TO THE REVELATION GOD HAS MADE OF HIMSELF. IT IS TO THAT REVELA-
TION THAT WE WISH TO LOOK NOW TC DISCOVER WHAT IT HAS TO SAY ABOUT GOD--THAT WE MIGHT
KNOW MORE ABOUT HIS CHARACTER, THAT WE MIGHT KNOW MORE ABOUT HIS NATURE. THAT WE
MIGHT APPRECIATE WHAT HE 1S AND APPRECIATING WHMAT HE IS, LIKEWISE APPRECIATE WHAT HE
1S ABLE TO DO FOR YOU AND FOR ME. WHEN WE SPEAK OF THE ATTRIBUTES oF GOD, WE MUST
DIVIDE THEM INTO TWO SEPERATE CATEGORIES. THESE CATEGORIES ARE VARIOUSLY REFERRED
TO, BUT | THINK PERHAPS THE TWO MOST SIMPLE DESIGNATIONS ARE SIMPLY THOSE ATTRIBUTES
OF GOD WHICH ARE INCOMMUNICABLE AND THOSE WHICH ARE COMMUNICABLE, AND BY THAT WE
SIMPLY MEAN THOSE ATTRIBUTES THAT BELONG TO THE NATURE OF GOD, THE CONSTITUTION OF
GOD. THAT CONSTITUTE HiM TO BE GOD, ATTRIBUTES WHICH BY THEIR VERY NATURE GOD COULD
NOT COMMUNICATE TO MAN, THAT HE COULD NOT BESTOW UPON MAN. THEY ARE INCOMMUNICASBLE,
ON THE OTHER HAND THERE ARE CERTAIN ATTRIBUTES THAT ARE TRUE BOTH OF GOD AND OF MAN.
GoOD HAS BESTOWED THESE ATTRIBUTSS UPON MAN WHO IS MADE IN THE IMAGE OF ALMIGHTY GOD.

WHEN WE TURN TO THE INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD, WE FIND THERE ARE SEVERAL,
AND THE VERY FIRST ONE WHICH WE FIND IS IN THE VERY FIRST WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. GENESIS
1:1 STATES, "IN THE BEGINNING, GOD.," THIS SPEAKS OF THE SELF—EXISTENCE OF GoD, THIS
SIMPLY SAYS THAT GOD IS FROM THE BEGINNING, IT SAYS THAT FROM ETERNITY EVEN UNTO
ETERNITY, THOU ART GOD. SOMETIMES MEN_CONSIDERING THE NATURE OF GOD SAY THAT GoD
CAUSED HIMSELF, BUT IT IS NOT REALLY PROPER FOR US TO SAY THAT GOD CAUSED HIMSELF,
FOR IF HE couLD CAUSE HIMSELF To BE, HE COULD ALSO CAUSE HIMSELF TO CEASE TO BE,

AND BY HiS VERY NATURE, THIS CANNOT BE 50, FOR GOD IS ETERNAL., HIS SELF-EXISTENCE
1S IMPLIED IN EXODUS 3:14 WHERE HE IDENTIFIED HIMSELF UNTO MOSES AND SAID, "I AM
THAT 1 AM." IN OTHER WORDS GOD (S BY HiS VERY NATURE GOD AND IT CANNOT BE OTHERWISE.

ANOTHER OF THE INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 1S DISCOVERED IN JOHN 4:24 WHEN
JESUS, SPEAKING TO THE SAMARITAN WOMAN, SAID, "GOD 15 SPIRIT."” THERE ARE A NUMBER
OF THINGS WHICH THIS TELLS US ABOUT GoD, His MATURE AND HiS ATTRIBUTES., [N THE FIRST
PLACE, IT TELLS US THAT GOD IS IMMATERIAL ., IT TELLS US THAT GOD IS WITHOUT PHYSICAL
BODY. IN LUKE 24:39 JESuUS SAID, "A SPIRIT HATH NOT FLESH AND BONES, AS Y& SEE ME
HAVE," THUS WE UNDERSTAND THAT WHEN JESUS SAID "GOD IS SPIRIT" THAT HE DOES NOT
RESIDE IN A FLESHLY BODY, SOMETIMES THIS CAUSES MEN DIFFICULTY IN UNDERSTANDING
FOR THEY TURN TO OTHER PASSAGES OF SCRIMTURE AND READ THAT GOD HAS EYES AND WE LOOK
AT OUR EYES AND ASSOCIATE THE EYES OF GOD WITH OURS, E READ THAT GOD HAS EARS AND
WE LOGK AT CUR EARS AND AS3S0CIATE THE EARS oF GOD WITH ocuRs. BUT THIS LANGUAGE 1S
USED SIMPLY IN ORDER THAT GOD MIGHT REVEAL HIMSELF TO THE FINITE. HE MUST REVEAL
HIMSELF IN LANGUAGE THAT YOU AND | CAN UNDSERSTAND . WHAT BETTER LANGUAGE couLn HE
USE WHEN HE WANTS US TO KHNOW THAT HE HAS THE CAPACITY TO HEAR, THAT HE HAS THE
CAPACITY TO SEE, THAN TO TELL US IN TERMS THAT ARE FAMILIAR TO US——THAT HE HAS EARS
AND THAT HE HAS EYES. IN THE SECOND PILACE, WHEN JESUS SAID THAT "GoOD IS SPIRIT” HE
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TOLD US THAT GOD WAS INVISIBLE, THE INVISIBELE NATURE OF GOD IS THE REASON FOR ONE OF
THE PROHIBITIONS IN THE TEN COMMANDMENTS——"THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THYSZLF ANY
GRAVEN IMAGE."” TURNING TO DEUTERONOMY 4715-19 WE READ, "TAKE YE THEREFORE GOOD
HEED UNTO YOURSELVES. FOR YE SAW NO MANMER OF SIMILITUDE ON THE DAY THAT THE L.ORD
SPAKE UNTO YOU IN HOREB OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE FIRE; LEST YE CORRUPT YOURSELVES,
AND MAKE YOU A GRAVEN IMAGE, THE SIMILITUDE OF ANY FIGURE, THE LIKENESS OF MALE OR
FEMALE, FOWL THAT FLIETH IN THE AIR, THE LIKENESS OF ANYTHING THAT CREEPETH ON THE
GROUND, THE LIKENESS OF ANY FISH THAT IS IN THE WATERS BENEATH THE EARTH: AND LEST
THOU LIFT UP THINE EYES UNTO HEAVEN, AND WHEN THOU SEEST THE SUN,. AND THE MOON, AND
THE STARS, EVEN ALL THE HOST OF HEAVEN, SHOULDEST BE DRIVEN TO WORSHIP THEM., AND
SERVE THEM, WHICH THE L.ORD THY GOD HATH DIVIDED UNTO ALL NATIONS UNDER THE WHOLE
HEAVEN." GoOD SIMPLY TOLD HiS PEOPLE THAT HE WAS INVISIBLE AND THEREFORE THERE WAS
NOT ANY LIKENESS THAT THEY COULD MAKE WHICH WOULD RESEMBLE THE ALMIGHTY AND THE
ETERNAL GoD. NOT ONMLY SO, BUT WERE THEY ABLE TO LOOK UPON HIS FACE AND TO SEEHIM
THEY SHOULD NOT LIVE, FOR IN EXODUS 33:20 GOD SAID, "THOU CANST NOT SEE MY FACE:
FOR THERE SHALL NO MAN SEE ME, AND LIVE.," JOHN 1:18: "No MAN HATH SEEN GOD AT ANY
TIME; THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, WHICH IS IN THE BOSOM OF THE FATHER, HE HATH DECLARED
HIM. " AND FINALLY N COLOSSIANS 1:15 PAUL SAYS OF JESUS CHRIST. “WHO IS THE IMAGE
OF THE INVISIELE GoD." THEY WOULD IMPRESS UPON US THAT WE CANNOT SEE GOD, THAT HE
IS INVISIBLE AND CANNOT BE BEHELD BY EITHER THE NAKED EYE OR THE EYE AIDED BY THE IN~—
VENTIONS OF MAN. IN THE THIRD PLACE WHEN JESUS SAID "GoOD 1S SPIRIT" HE TOLD US THAT
GoD WAS ALIVE, FOR WHEN WE UNDERSTAND GOD TO BE SPIRIT WE AUTOMATICALLY UNDER-
STAND THAT HE CANNOT BE ANY MATERIAL SUBSTANCE AND WE LIKEWISE UNDERSTAND THAT

HE CANNOT BE ANY INANIMATE SUBSTANCE, THAT GOD IS SPIRIT AND THAT GOD IS LIVING,
AND THEN FINALLY WHEN JESUS SAID THAT “GOD 15 SPIRIT, ™ HE GAVE US THIS IMPORTANT
CONCEPT OF THE NATURE OF GoD--HE ToLD US THAT GOD 1S A PERSON, THERE ARE NOT
MANY THINGS THAT WE CAN UNDERSTAND ABOUT THE NATURE OF SPIRIT. THERE ARE NOT

MANY THINGS THAT WE CAN UNDERSTAND ABOUT OUR OWN SPIRIT, SO HOW CAN WE BEGIN TO
UNDERSTAND THE SPIRIT OF Gob? BuUT, YET, ONE THING WE DO UNDERSTAND ABOUT THE
SPIRIT OF MAN, ONE THING THAT | UNDERSTAND ABOUT MY OWN SPIRIT IS THAT IT IS PER-
SOMAL IN ITS NATURE, THEREFORE, IF GOD IS SPIRIT, GOD MUST ALSO BE PERSONAL . HE
MUST BE A PERSGN, FOR [F THIS IS NOT SO THEN HE 1S OF A LOWER ORDER THAN MAN HE

HAS CREATED. THE BIBLE REFPRESENTS GOD AS POSSESSING ALL THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAITS
OF PERSONALITY, FOR THE BIBLE SAYS oF HIM THAT HE HAD INTELLECT (GENESIS 18:19,
Exobus 3:7, ACTS 15:18), THE BIBLE SAYS oF HimM THAT HE HAS SENSIBILITY (GENESIS
6:6, PSALMS 103:8~13, JoHN 3.16), THE BIBLE SAYS OF HIM THAT HE HAS VOLITION
(GENESIS 3:15, PSALMS 115:3, JOHN 6:38), THE BIBLE ASCRIBES TO GOD ALL OF THE
QUALITIES DF PERSONALITY AND DESCRIBES HIM AS SPEAKING (GENESIS 1:3), SEEING (HENE—-
SIS 11:5), HEARING (PSALMS 94:9), REPENTING (GENESIS 6:6), BEING ANGRY (DEUTERONOMY
1:37), BEING JEALOUS (EX0DUS 20:5), BEING COMPASSIONATE (PSALMS 111:4), ALL OF
THESE THINGS ARE SIMPLY THOSE CONCEPTS WHICH IMPRESS UPON US THAT GOD 1S 2 PERSON,
AND LET US NOT FORGET IT, FOR THIS WILL BE THE MOST IMPORTANT CONCEPT, 1 TAINK OF
CUR ENTIRE LESSON,

IN THE THIRD PLACE, WHEN WE SPEAK OF THOSE ATTRIBUTES THAT GOD COULD NOT BE-
STOW UPON MAN WE DISCOVER THAT GOD 1S IMMUTABLE. THIS SIMPLY MEANS THAT PER-
FECTION OF HIS NATURE BY WHICH HE 1S FREE FROM ALL CHANGE, IN JAMES 1:17 JAMES

'smn. *EVERY GOOD GIFT AND EVERY PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, AND COMEYH DOWN FROM
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THE FATHER OF LIGHTS, WITH WHOM 1S NO VARIABLENESS, NEITHER SHADOW OF TURNING." IN
MALACH!I 3:6, GOD SPEAKING SAID, "FOR | AM THE LLORD, | CHANGE NOT." WHEN WE CONSIDER
THE NATURE OF GOD, WE QUGHT TO BE ABLE TO KNOW GOD CANNOT CHANGE FOR BY ITS VERY NA-
TURE CHANGE MUST BE EITHER FOR THE BETTER OR FOR THE WORSE, GOD CANNOT CHANGE FOR
THE BETTER FOR HE 1S ABSQOLUTELY PERFECT, AND HE CANNOT CHANGE FOR THE WORSE BECAUSE
OF THE SAME REASON. WHEN WE SAY GoOD IS IMMUTABLE AND HE DOES NOT CHANGE, WE OUGHT
NOT TO REACH THE CONCLUSION THAT GOD IS IMMOBILE AND HE CANNOT MOVE, FOR GOD INDEED
CAN MOVE AND GOD INDEED DOES MOVE AND GOD INDEED DOES ACT IN THE AFFAIRS AND IN THE
LIVES OF MEN, SOMETIMES WHEN WE SAY THAT GOD IS IMMUTABLE, THAT GOD DOES NOT CMANGE,
THOSE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE GOD AND DO NOT BELIEVE His WORD TO BE A TRUE REPRESENTATION
oF HiS CHARACTER RESPOND AND ASK, HOW DO WE EXPLAIN SUCH PASSAGES AS | SAMUEL 15:29
WHICH STATES, "AND ALSO THE STRENGTH OF ISRAEL WILL NOT LIE NOR REPENT: FOR HE IS NOT
A MAN, THAT HE SHOULD REPENT, "™ AND Il SAMUEL 24;16 WHICH STATES "AND WHEN THE ANGEL
STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND UPON JERUSALLEM TO DESTROY IT, THE LLORD REPENTED HIM OF THE
EVIL, AND SAID TO THE ANGEL THAT DESTROYED THE PEOPLE, IT IS EMOUGH: STAY NOW THINE
HAND,™ WE HAVE ONE PASSAGE IN | SAMUEL SAYING THAT GOD DOES NOT REPENT, HE 1S NOT

A MAN THAT HE SHOULD REPENT, AND THEN IN ] SAMUEL THE WRITER SAYS THAT GOD REPENTED
HimseLF., Now, HOW DO WE HARMONIZE THESE TWO STATEMENTS AND UNDERSTAND THAT GoOD
DOES NOT CHANGE? | BELIEVE THE ANSWER ITSELF COMES FROM THE WORD oF Gob. WE TURN
To JEREMIAH 18:8 AND READ, "IF THAT NATION, AGAINST WHOM | HAVE PRONOUNCED, TURN
FROM THEIR EVIL, | WILL REPENT OF THE EVIL THAT | THOUGHT TO DO UNTO THEM.™ IN OTHER
WORDS, SOME OF THE THREATS OF GOD ARE CONDITIONAL. GOD SAYS, "IF YOU DO NOT REPENT,
I WILL PUNISH You.™ IF MAN REPENTS, IF MAN TURNS UNTO GoD, GoD STAYS HiIs HAND. GoD
HAS NOT CHANGED, MAN HAS CHANGED, GOD HAS REMAINED IMMUTABLE AND UNCHANGEABLE IN
His DETERMIGATION TO BLESS THE GOOD AND PUNISH THE BAD. WHEN MAN REPENTS AND TURNS
TO THE GOOD, THEN GOD DOES NOT CHANGE, GOD TURNS TO BELESS MAN BECAUSE MAN HAS MADE
THE CHANGE.

WE ALSO READ FROM THE SCRIPTURE THAT THIS GOD WHO iS GREAT, WHO IS HOLY, IS
CHARACTERIZED BY INFINITY, THIS SIMPLY MEANS THAT HE IS FREE FROM ALL LIMITATIONS,
You AND | ARE SO LIMITED, YOU AND | ARE FINITE AND YOU AND | ARE SURROUNDED BY TIME
AND SPACE AND WE CANNOT GET AWAY FROM THE HOLD THAT THESE THINGS HAVE UPON OQUR EXIS—-
TENCE, BUT THIS IS NOT TRUE OF GoD. GOD IS CHARACTERIZED BY ABSOLUTE PERFECTION, AND
THERE A NUMBER OF CONCEPTS WHICH ARE RELATED TO THIS PERFECTION. FOR INSTANCE, AS
WE CONSIDER THIS PERFECTION, WE WOULD SAY THAT GOD IS OMNIPRESENT. THIS 1S HIS IN~
FINITY, THIS IS HIS ABSOLUTE PERFECTION, AS IT IS RELATED TO HiS CREATURES, THIS DOES
NOT MEAN THAT THERE IS A PIECE OF GOD IN EVERY PLACE, THAT GOD HAS A PART OF HIMSELF
HERE AND OVER HERE THERE IS ANOTHER PART OF GOD AND ALL OF GOD iS NOT ANYWHERE. WHaAT
IT SAYS IS THAT THERE IS NO PLACE IN ALL OF THIS WORLD WHERE THE ENTIRITY OF GOD IS NOT
TO BE FOUND, THIS WAS THE CONCEPT OF THE PSALMIST IN PSALMS 139:7-12: "WHITHER
SHALL | GO FROM THY SPIRITT OR WHITHER SHALL | FLEE FROM THY PRESENCE? IF | ASCEND
UP INTO HEAVEN, THOU ART THERE: IF | MAKE MY BED IN HELL, BEHOLD, THOU ART THERE. IF
I TAKE THE WINGS OF THE MORNING, AND DWELL IN THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE SEA. [EVEN
THERE SHALL THY HAND LEAD ME, AND THY RIGHT HAND SHALL HOLD ME. IF | SAY, SURELY
THE DARKNESS SHALL COVER ME: EVEN THE NIGHT SHALL BE LIGHT ABOUT ME. YEA, THE DARK-
NESS HIDETH NOT FROM THEE; BUT THE NIGHT SHINETH AS THE DAY: THE DARKNESS AND THE
LIGHT ARE BOTH ALIKE TC THEE."” PAUL SAID THE SAME THING IN ACTS 17:27,28 WHEN HE
SAID, "THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK THE LLORD, IF HAPLY THEY MIGHT FEEL AFTER HIM, ANDFIND
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HIM, THOUGH HE BE NOT FAR FROM EVERYONE OF US: FOR IN HIM WE LIVE, AND MOVE, AND HAVE
OUR BEING." IT IS BECAUSE OF GOD’'S BEING IN EVERY PLACE THAT WE DO LIVE AND WE DO MOVE
AND WE DO FIND OUR BEING IN HiM.

GOD 1S ALSO ABSOLUTELY PERFECT IN HIS POWER AND THUS WE SAY THAT GOD IS OMNIPOTENT .
WHILE GoD CAN DO WHATSOEVER HE WILLS, LET US REMEMBER THAT THE EXERCISE oF HiS POWER
IS ALWAYS LIMITED BY HIS WiILL, GOD CAN DO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE IN HARMONY WITH His NA—-
TURE, IN GENESIS 17:1 GOD SPEAKING TO ABRAM DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS BEING ALMIGHTY, "1 AM
THE ALMIGHTY GoD.," IN JoB 42:2 JoB SPEAKING TO GOD SAID, "l KNOW THAT THOU CANST DO
EVERYTHING." IN MATTHEW 19:26 JESUS sAID, "WITH MEN THIS IS IMPOSSIELE: BUT WITH
GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE,."” YET WHEN WE SPEAK OF THE OMNIPOYENCE OF GOD, WE MUST
REALIZE, AS ALREADY STATED, THAT THE EXERCISE OF THIS GREAT POWER IS LIMITED BY His VERY
NATURE, AND THERE ARE SOME THINGS BY THE VERY NATURE OF GOD THAT GOD CANNOT DO. Fonr
INSTANCE, IN HABAKKUK 1:13 WE READ THAT GOD CANNOT LOOK ON tN1QuUITY. [N Il TIMOTHY 2:13
WE FIND THAT GOD CANNOT DENY HIMSELF, IN HEBREWS 6:18 WE LEARN THAT GOD CANNOT LIE,
IN JAMES 1:13 WE LEARN THAT GOD CANNOT SIN. GOD CANNOT DO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE SELF-
CONTRADICTORY AND GOD CANNOT DO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE ABSURD. SOMETIMES UNBELIEVERS
THINK THEY HAVE REDUCED THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD TO ABSURDITY BECAUSE THEY SAY, "GOD SAYS
HE 1S OMNIPOTENT, THAT HE 1S THE ALMIGHTY GOD, THAT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE,
BUT GOD CANNOT MAKE TWO MOUNTAINS WITHOUT A VALLEY IN BETWEEN, GOD CAN'T MAKE A
SQUARE CIRCLE.” No, GoOD NEVER CLAIMED THIS TO BE THE CASE. GOD CANNOT DO THOSE THINGS
THAT ARE ABSURD, AND HE CAN'T DO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE NOT IN KEEPING WITH HIS wiLL .,
WHAT THESE MEN NEED TO LEARN IS THAT YOU CAN'T MAKE SENSE OUT OF NOMSENSE BY PUTTING
THE WORDS “GOD CAN" IN FRONT OF THEM,., GOD CANNOT DO THOSE THINGS THAT ARE OUT OF KEEP-
ING WITH H1S NATURE AND WITE THE WORL.D THAT HE HAS CREATED.

WHEN WE LOOK AT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IN RELATION TO HiS ABSOLUTE PERFECTION, WE
SAY THAT GOD IS OMNISCIENT. GoOD KNows HiIMSELF AND HE KNOWS ALL OTHER THINGS AND IT
MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER THESE THINGS BE ACTUAL (HAVING BEEN DONE) OR WHETHER THEY
ONLY BE POSSIBLE (WITHIN THE REALM OF BEING DONE). IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER THEY
ARE PAST OR WHETHER THEY ARE PRESENT OR WHETHER THEY ARE FUTURE, GOD KNOWS THEM AMD
GOD KNOWS THEM PERFECTLY AND GOD KNOWS THEM EVEN FROM ETERNITY, IN ISA)AH 46:10
ISA1AH SAID OF Gob, "DECLARING THE END FROM THE BEGINNING." FROM THE VERY BEGINNING
GOD COULD LOOK OUT AND HE COULD SEE THE END AND IT WAS IN THE POWER OF GOD TO DECLARE
IT, IN HEBREWS 4:13 THE WRITER SAID, “"NEITHER 1S THERE ANY CREATURE THAT IS NOT MANI-
FEST IN HIS SIGHT: BUT ALL THINGS (IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE WHAT THEY MIGHT BE, THERE ARE
NO LIMITATIONS UPON THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD) ARE NAKED AND OPENED UNTO THE EYES OF HIM
WITH WHOM WE HAVE TO DO."™ HERE SOME INDIVIDUALS ASK, "How DO WE HARMONIZE THE FORE—-
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD WITH THE FREE WILL OF MANT IF GOD KNOWS SOME THINGS ARE GOING TO
HAPPEN, DOES THIS NOT MEAN THAT HE HAS PREDETERMINED THEM? THE ANSWER 1S NO' FREE
ACTIONS DO NOT TAKE PLACE BECAUSE THEY ARE FOREKNOWN: THEY ARE FOREKNOWN BECAUSE
THEY WILL TAKE PLACE, FOREKNOWLEDGE IS NOT CAUSATIVE. FOREKNOWLEDGE DOES NOT DE-
MAND THAT THOSE THINGS THAT ARE FOREKNOWN OCCUR. IT 1S WITHIN MY POWER AND IT IS
WITHIN YOUR POWER TO FOREKNOW SOME THINGS THAT ARE GOING TO HAPPEN, TO LOOK AND SEE
SOME INEVITABLE RESULTS IF THINGS CONTINUE AS THEY ARE, OUR FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THESE
" THINGS DOES NOT MAKE THEM HAFPPEN, [T IS NOT CAUSATIVE IN ITS NATURE, | MIGHT FORESEE
A TRAGIC, FATAL ACCIDENT. | MIGHT SEE IT COMING, | MIGHT KNOW IT IS GOING TO OCCUR,

BUT MY FOREKNOWLEDGE DOES NOT PREDETERMINE IT. NEITHER IS IT TRUE OF THE KNOWLEDGE
OF Gob., GOD FOREKNOWS, BUT GOD'S FOREKNOWLEDGE DOES NOT PREDETERMINE,
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WHEN WE THINK OF GOD'S ABSOLUTE PERFECTION IN RELATION TO TIME, WE THINK oF GoD's
ETERMALITY., THIS IS IMPLIED 1N I} PETER 3:8 WHEN THE WRITER SAID, "THAT ONE DAY 1S WITH
THE LLORD AS A THOUSAND YEARS, AND A THOUSAND YEARS AS ONE DAY, ™ BUT IT IS MORE THAN IM-
PLIED, IT IS STATED IN GENESIS 21:33 WHERE THE WRITER SPEAKS OF GOD AS BEING THE EVER-
LASTING GoD,. [N PSALMS 90:2 WE READ, "BEFORE THE MOUNTAINS WERE BROUGHT FORTH, OR
EVER THOU HADST FORMED THE EARTH AND THE WORLD, EVEN FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING,
THOU ART GoD. " PsSALMS 102:27, "BUT THOU ART THE SAME, AND THY YEARS SHALL HAVE NO
END," ISAIAH 57:15,. "THE HIGH AND LOFTY OME THAT INHABITETH ETERNITY.* S0 GOD. THE
SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER INHABITS ETERNITY, IS CHARACTERIZED BY BEING ETERNAL
IN HiS NATURE. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT TiME AS IT NOW EXISTS HAS NO MEANING FOR GOD,
BUT IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT GOD 1S ABOVE TIME, AND THAT GOD SEES THE PAST AND THAT GOD
SEES THE FUTURE JUST AS CLEARLY AS HE SEES THE PRESENT,

IN ADDITION TO THESE INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES. WE HAVE SAID THAT THERE ARE COM~-
MUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES, THERE ARE THOSE ATTRIBUTES WHICH MAY 2E STATED BOTH OF THE
SPIRIT OF GOD AND OF THE SPIRIT OF MAM. AS WE THINK OF THESE QUALITIES WE SHALL DIS~
COVER THAT THEY ARE SO HUMAN IN THEIR NATURE,. [N FACT, AS WE CONSIDER THEM AND AS
SOME HAVE CONSIDERED THEM, THEY HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO ASK IF WE CAN EVEMN ASCRIBE THEM
UNTO GOD, AND IF WE ASCRIBE THESE QUALITIES UNTO GOD, ARE WE NOT DOING THAT OF WHICH
WE HAVE BEEN SO OFTEN ACCUSED—SIMFPLY MAKING GOD NOTHING MORE THAN A GREAT BIG MAN
UP THERE IN THE SKY POSSESSING THE QUALITIES OF MAN——NO LESS, BUT NO MORE. THE AN~
SWER 1S NO, FOR WE MAY ASCR!BE QUALITIES THAT MAN POSSESSES TO GOD FOR TWO REASONS:
FIRST, WE MAY ASCRIBE THEM TO GOD BECAUSE WE ARE SIMPLY THINKING OF GOD AS MAN, BUT
{N THE SECOND PLACE (AND THIS IS THE REASON REVEALED IN THE WORD OF GOD) WE MAY AS—
CRIBE QUALITIES THAT ARE POSSESSED BY HUMANITY TO GOD BECAUSE MAN IS MADE IN THE iM—
AGE OF ALMIGHTY GOD, AND WE WOULD NATURALLY SUPPOSE THAT IF MAN {S MADE IN THE IMAGE
OF ALMIGHTY GOD THAT BOTH MAN AND GOD WOULD POSSESS SOME COMMON ATTRIBUTES. WHAT
ARE THESE?

FIRST, GOD'S HOLINESS., THIS SIMPLY STATES THAT GOD 1S ABSOLUTELY SEPARATE FROM
H1sS CREATURES AND HiS CREATION, AND IS SEPARATE FROM ALL EVIL AND SIN, SOMETIME WE
ATTRIBUTE A MCORAL. QUALITY TO THE WORD HOLINESS WHICH REALLY DOES NOT BELONG TO IT.

THE HEBREW WORD FROM WHICH WE GET THE WORD HOLINESS MEANS SIMPLY "TO CUT" OR "TO
SEPARATE." WHEN WE LOOK TO THE NEW TESTAMENT TO THE WORD WHICH IS THERE TRANS—
LATED HOLINESS, WE FIND THAT IT GONVEYED THE VERY SAME IDEA, THUS, WHEN WE SPEAK

OF THE HOLINESS OF GOD'S PEOPLE, WE ARE SIMPLY SAYING THAT THEY ARE "CUT APART FROM, "
THEY ARE "SEPARATED FROM™ THE WORLD, AND WHEN WE SPEAK OF THE HOLINESS OF GOD WE
ARE SAYING THAT GOD IS "SEPAPRATED FROM," THAT GoOD IS "CUT AWAY FROM , "™ THAT THERE IS
A DIFFERENT LEVEL OF BEING IN GOD AND IN MAN,

WE NEED TO LEARN SOME VALUABLE LESSONS FROM THIS, AS WE THINK OF THE HOLINESS
oF GOD AND iITS VERY NATURE WHICH SEPARATES GOD FROM MAN WE NEED TO LEARN THAT THERE
1S A GUL.F BETWEEN GOD AND A SINNER. WE READ OF OHE GULF IN [LUKE 16 WHICH IS THAT
“GREAT GULF FIXED"” BETWEEN HEAVEN AND BETWEEN HELL.,, THERE IS LIKEWISE A GULF BE-
TWEEN MAN AND HIS GoD. T WAS NOT THAT WAY IN THE BEGINNING BUT IT WAS PLACED THERE
BY SIN, "BEHOLD, THE LORD'S HAND IS NOT SHORYTENED, THAT IT CANNOT SAVE: NEITHER HIS
EAR HEAVY . THAT IT CANNOT HEAR! BUT YOUR INIQUITIES HAVE SEPARATED BETWEEN YOU AND
YOUR GOD, AND YOUR SINS HAVE HID HIS FACE FROM YOU,. THAT HE WILL NOT HEAR. " THE FACT
THAT GOD IS HOLY, THAT GOD IS PURE, AND THAT GOD IS EVERYTHING THAT 1S GOOD IN ONE ETER-
NAL BEING PROHIBITS IS BEING ASSOCIATED WITH EVIL, EVEN TO THE EXTENT OF NOT BEING ABLE
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TO LOOK UPON INIQUITY AND SIN (HEBREWS 1:3). ! BELIEVE THIS EXPLAINS THE REASON THAT JESUS
CRIED OoUT ON CALVARY'S TREE, "My Gon, MY GoD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN MET™ WHEN GoOD
PLACED MY SINS UPON JESUS, HE COULD NO LONGER LOOK AT HIS SoN, FOR GOD CANNOT LOOK UPON
SIN,

WE ALSO LEARN THAT MAN CAN APPRCACH GOD, BUT IF MAN APPROACHES GOD AT ALL, HE MUST
APPROACH HIM THROUGH THE MERITS OF ANOTHER, ROMANS 5:2, SPEAKING OF JESUS SAYS, "By
WHOM ALSO WE HAVE ACCESS BY FAITH INTO THIS GRACE WHEREIN WE STAND AND REJOICE IN THE
HOPE OF THE GLORY OF GoD," WHY DO WE HAVE ACCESS BY FAITH INTO GRACET BECAUSE WE COME
UNTO GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST., IN EPHESIANS 2518 WE READ THAT “"THROUGH HIM (THAT IS
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST-~THROUGH THE MERITS OF CHRIST) WE BOTH HAVE ACCESS BY ONE SPIRIT
UNTO THE FATHER, " FINALLY, IN HEBREWS 10!19 WE READ THAT "HAVING THEREFORE, BRETHREN,
BOLDNESS TO ENTER INTO THE HOLIEST BY THE BLOOD oF JESus.™ BY THE BLOOD OR BY THE MERITS
OF THAT BLOOD WE CAN COME INYTO THE HOLY PLACE, INTO THE PRESENCE oF GobD.

WE OUGHT ALSO TO LEARN FROM THE HOLINESS OF GOD THAT WE SHOULD APPRAOCH GOD WITH
REVERENCE AND WITH GoOLY FEAR, WE MAY COME UN70 GOD WITH 80L DNESS, BUT WHEN WE COME
TO GOD WITH BOLDNESS, WE OUGHT ALSO TO BE CHARACTERIZED BY HUMILITY, AND IT IS SOMETIMES
DIFFICULT FOR US TO RESOLVE THESE TWO ATTITUDES, BUT IT CAN AND IT MUST BE DONE. WHEN WE
COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD, WE MUST COME WITH REVERENCE AND GODLY FEAR FOR HEBREWS
12.28,29 TELLS US THAT "OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE," WHEN WE CAN DEVELOP THIS VIEW OF
THE HOLINESS OF GOO, WHEN WE HAVE SEEN IN ITS PROPER PERSPECTIVE THE HOLINESS OF GoD,
THEN WE SHALL HAVE AUTOMATICALLY THE RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD SIN, THIS WAS THE CASE
WITH JoB wWHO sAID, "BEHoLD, | AM VILE: WUHAT SHALL | ANSWER THEE? | WILL LAY MINE HAND
UPON MY MOUTH, ONCE HAVE ! SPOKEN; BUT | WILL NOT ANSWER: YEA, TWICE; BUT | WILL PRO~-
CEED NO FURTHER {JOB 40:3-5), ' WHEN JOB LOOKED AND SAW THE HOLINESS OF GoD, WHEN JoB
WAS ABLE TO SEE WHAT GOD WAS AND WHAT THE MATURE OF GOD INVOLVED, THEN KE SAID, | wiiL
GO NO FURTHER IN CONTROVERSY WITH GOD. PERHAPS GREATEST EXAMPLE OF MAN WHO SAW THE
HOLINESS OF GOD AND HAD THE RIGHT RESPONSE TO IT WAS THE PROPHET ISAIAH. IN ISAIAH 6:5
HE SAID, "THEN sAatD |, WOE 1S ME] FOR | AM UNDONE; BECAUSE | AM A MAN OF UNCLEAN LIPS,
AND | DWELL IN THE MIDST OF A PEOPLE OF UNCLEAN LIPS: FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING,
THE L.ORD OF HOSTS."” WHEN ISAlAH SAW GOD, HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH HIS OWHN SINFULNESS,

ANOTHER ATTRIBUTE THAT BOTH GOD AND MAN POSSESS 1S RIGHTEOUSHNESS OR JUSTICE, THESE
WORDS SIMPLY MEAN STRICT ADHERENCE TO THE LAW, WE CERTAINLY KNOW THAT THERE IS A LAW
ABOVE MAN UNTO WHICH MAN MUST CONFORM, WE MIGHT THEN ASK IF RIGHTECUSNESS AND JUSTICE
ARE STRICT ADHERENCE TO THE LAW, WHERE IS THE LAW THAT IS AEOVE GOD AND TO WHICH HE
MUST CONFORMT THE ANSWER IS THERE IS NO SUCH LAW, THAT TO WHICH GOD CONFORMS 1S
Flis OWN NATURE AND HiS OWN HIGHEST BEING, THIS IS THE HIGHEST STANDARD 70O WHICH GoOD
CAN CONFORM, IT WAS GOD'S JUSTICE WHICH DEMANDED ATONEMENT, "BEING JUSTIFIED FREELY

BY HIS GRACE THROUGH THE REDEMPTION WHICH 1S N CHRIST JESUS, WHoM GOD HATH SET FORTH
TO EE A PROPITIATION THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, TO DECLARE HIS RIGHTEOUSHESS FOR THE RE-

MISSION OF SINS THAT ARE PAST, THROUGH THE FORBEARANCE OF GODj TO DECLARE, | SAY, AT
THIS TIME HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS; THAT HE MIGHT BE JUST, AND THE JUSTIFIER OF HIM WHICH BE-
LIEVETH IN JESUS" (ROMANS 3:24-26), YOU SEE GOD HAD A PROBLEM, HE WAS JusT, HE WAS
JUSTICE, AND HIS JUSTICE DEMANDED THE PUNISHMENT OF THE SiNNER, BuTt His susTICE couLp
ALSO ACCEPFT THE VICARIOUS SACRIFICE OF ANOTHER, WHILE THE JUSTICE oF GOD DEMANDED
PUNISHMENT , WHILE THE JUSTICE OF GOD DEMANDED ATTONEMENT, THE LOVE OF GOD FOUND A
WAY AND THROUGH JESUS CHRIST GOD COULD BE BOTH JUST AND THE JUSTIFIER OF THOSE THAT
BELIEVE IN HiM,
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THEN THERE IS THE GOODNESS OF GOD, AND THIS IS FOUND IN AT LEAST THREE DIFFERENT
ASPECTS. 1) THE LOVE OF GoD, | KNOW THAT WE NEED NOT DWELL UPON IT FOR WE HAVE HEARD
SO MANY SERMONS CONCERNING THE WONDERFUL LOVE OF GOD, BUT YET SOMEHOW | THINK WE MUST
EMPHASIZE THIS ONE THING—WE SEEM TO HAVE DEVELOPED THE IDEA THAT THE LOVE OF GOD iS
LIMITED IN ITS SCOPE AND THAT THE LOVE OF GOD BELONGS CNLY TO THOSE WHO ARE GOD'S CHILD-
REN, THIS 1S NOT SO0, THE LOVE OF GOD BELONGS TO ALL OF HiS CREATION AND THE LOVE OF
GoOD SELONGS TO ALL OF HIS CREATURES, GOD CANNOT HATE THAT WHICH HE MADE. GoOD LOOKED
DOWN UPON EVERYTHING THAT HE HAD MADE AND SAID, “IT IS GooD," GOD COULD NOT HATE IT,
GOD LOVED 1T, THE THING THAT GOD CAN HATE AND THE THING THAT GOD DOES HATE }S THAT WHICH
HAS BEEN ADDED TO HIS CREATION AND THIS MEANS THAT GOD DOES HATE SIN AND THOSE THINGS
THAT SIN HAS BROUGHT INTO THE LIFE OF MAN, IN PSALMS 145:9,15,16, THE PSALMIST SAID,
"THE L.ORD IS GOOD TQ ALL: AND HIS TENDER MERCIES ARE OVER ALL HIS WORKS.,.THE EYES OF
ALL WAIT UPON THEE! AND THOU GIVEST THEM THEIR MEAT IN DUE SEASON, THOU OPENEST THINE
HAND, AND SATISFIEST THE DESIRE OF EVERY LIVING THING." IN MATTHEW 5:45 JESUS SOUGHT TO
IMPRESS UPON HiS FOLLOWERS THAT IF THEY WOULD BE LIKE GOD THEY MUST LOVE NOT ONLY THOSE
WHO ARE THEIR FRIENDS BUT THEIR ENEMIES AS WELL, "THAT YE MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF YOUR
FATHER WHICH 1S IN HEAVEN: FOR HE MAKETH HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD, AND
SENDETH RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST "

2) THE GOODNESS OF GOD AS IT IS MANIFESTED TOWARD THOSE WHO ARE IN MISERY AND DiS~
TRESS 1S LCOKED UPON AS THE MERCY OF GoD, THE EXERCISE OF GOD'S MERCY IN ANY PARTICULAR
CASE IS OPTIONAL, GOD DOES NOT HAVE TO EXERCISE HiS MERCY, FOR IF GOD HAD TO EXERCISE
Hts MERCY THEN IT WOULD BE OF DEBT AND NOT OF GRACE AND IT WOULD BE NO LONGER MERCY AT
ALL, CERTAINLY WHILE IT 1S TRUE THAT THOSE WHO ARE GOD'S CHILDREN ENJOY THE MERCY OF
GOD IN A SPECIAL WAY (FOR LUKE 1:50 SAYS, "AND HIS MERCY IS ON THEM THAT FEAR HIM FROM
GENERATION TO GENERATION), ALL OF GOD'S CHILDREN IN THE FLESH RECEIVE OF THE MERCY OF
Gop. LUKE 6:35,36, READS, "BuUT LOVE YE YOUR ENEMIES, AND DO GOOD, AND LEND, HOPING
FOR NOTHING AGAIN, AND YOUR REWARD SHALL BE GREAT, AND YE SHALL BE THE CHILDREN OF THE
HIGHEST: FOR HE 1S KIND UNTO THE UNTHANKFUL AND TO THE EVIL., BE YE THEREFORE MERCIFUL,
AS YOUR FATHER ALSO |S MERCIFUL, " THE MERCY OF GOD IS MANIFESTED UPON AND IS ENJOYED
BY ALL GOD'S SPIRITUAL CHILDREN IM A SPECIAL WAY, BUT THERE IS LIKEWISE A GENERAL BLES—
SING OF THE MERCY OF GOD UPON ALL OF HiS CREATION,

3) GOD'S GOODNESS OR GOD'S LOVE AS iT I5 MANIFESTED TOWARD THE GUILTY 1S LOOKED
UPQON AS THE GRACE OF GoD, WE SHALL NOT DWELL UPON THIS FOR WE ARE GOING TO DEVOTE AN
ENTIRE LESSON TO IT AS WE THINK OF GOD AND Hi5 GREATHESS,

BuT NOW AS WE HAVE LOCKED AT THESE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD AND WE HAVE DETERMINED FROM
WHAT HE HAS SAID WHAT HE 1S, THERE IS STILL SOMETHING THAT IS MISSING, THERE IS STILL
SOMETHING WITHOUT WHICH ALL OF THESE OTHER THINGS (GOD'S OMNIPOTENCE, AND GOD'S OMNI-
PRESENCE, AND GOD'S LOVE, AND GOD'S MERCY, AND GOD'S GRACE) ARE NOTHING MORE THAN
EMPTY WORDS, WHAT IS THIS THING? WE SUGGESTED EARLIEN THAT FERHAPS THE GREATEST
CONCEPT OF THE ENTIRE LESSON WAS THAT GOD 1S A PERSON, Now !F GOD 1S A PERSON AND
IF MAN IS A PERSON (AND BOTH OF THESE THINGS ARE TRUE), THEN ALL OF THESE ATTRIBUTES
OF GOD DO NOT. FAVE ANY MEANING iN OUR LIVES NOR ANY VALUE FOR US UNTIL "PERSON™ HAS
HAD AN ENCOUNTER WITH “PERSON." GOD'S BEING A PERSON DEMANDS THAT YOU MAKE A PER-
SONAL RESPOMSE TO GoOD. AN IiNTELLECTUAL RESPONSE IS NOT ENOUGH, THEORETICAL BE-

LIEF IN GOD 15 NOT ENOUGH. TO STAND UP AND SAY | BELIEVE WITH ALL OF THE MIND AND
THE MIND ONLY THAT JESUS 1S THE SON OF THE LiVING GOD DOESN'T GET YOU ANY CLOSER TO
GoD THAN YOU WERE WHEN FIRST YCU STARTED DOWN THE ROAD, AS WE LOOK ABOUT US IN THE
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WORLD TODAY WHICH IS CHARACTERIZED BY MORAL LOOSENESS AND MORAL DEGRADATION, WE CAN SEE
THE CATASTROPHE THAT HAS BEEN WROUGHT BY THE ABSENCE OF A LIVING FAITH IN A LIVING GoD,
WHAT THIS WORLD NEEDS TONIGHT 1S A RESTORATION OF BIBLICAL FAITH IN A BiBLICAL Gob, THIS
IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE BECAUSE THIS WORLD, WHETHER IT BELIEVES IN HIM OR NOT, OR WHETHER
IT BOWS BEFORE HIM IN THIS WORLD OR NOT, WiLL SOMEDAY GO INTO THE PRESENCE OF THIS OMNIPO—
TENT AND OMNIPRESENT GOD AND SHALL STAND BEFORE HIM IN JUDGMENT DETERMINED TO FORGIVE
AND RECEIVE THOSE WHO COME THROUGH EMMANUEL (GOD WITH US, THE SECOND PERSON OF THE GOD-
HEAD, HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SOM) AND DETERMINED M ALL OF HiS IMMUTABLE UNCHANGEABLENESS TO
PUNISH THOSE WHO ARE LIVING IN SIN, WHO HAVE NEVER COME TC HIM THROUGH JESUS CHRIST,

WHAT WE NEED IS WHAT JESUS SAID IN JOHN 1713, "THIS IS LIFE ETERNAL , THAT THEY MIGHT
KNOW THEE THE ONLY TRUE GoD, AND JESusS CHRIST, WHOM THOU HAST SENT. ' | AM PERSUADED
THAT THIS 1S WHAT IS SORELY NEEDED EVEN BY SOME WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF GaD,

WE MUST GO BEYOND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD TO A KNOWLEDGE OF A LIVING GOD, AND WE MUST POSSESS
THE KNOWLEDGE OF A LIVING GOD BECAUSE THIS GOD 1S LIVING AND MOVING IN US,

You CAN SEE GOD IF YOU WILL LOOK AT JESUS CHRIST., THE ATONEMENT AND THE INCARNATION
ARE THE REVELATION OF THE INNER HEART OF GOD, AND THE ATONEMENT AND THE INCARNATION ARE
OPENING UP THROUGH JESUS CHRIST ACCESS FOR YOU UNTO THE FATHER, OH, WHAT A WONDERFUL
GOoD THIS GOD IS, How WONDERFUL HE HAS CREATED THE WORLD FOR US TO ENJOY. BUT MORE
THAN THAT, HOW GRACIOUS HE WAS IN GRANTING UNTO US OF HIS ETERNAL SPIRIT AND WHEN MAN
COULD NOT CONTAIN IT,. WHEN MAN COULD NOT CONTROL IT AND WHEN MAN WANDERED AWAY IN SiN,
HOW GREAT GOD WAS IN COMING HIMSELF IN JESuS CHRIST TO PROVIDE A WAY FOR US TO RETURN
TO THE FATHER. THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TONIGHT—TO COME UNTO THE GOD BEFORE WHOM YoU
SHALL ONE DAY SURELY STAND AHD GET YOUR LIFE RIGHT WITH THIS GoD, KNOWING THAT HE HAS
THE POWER TO SAVE AND BEYOND AND ABOVE THAT HE HAS A POWER TO SUSTAIN AND SANCTIFY.



