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T H E D E C E I T F U L NES S OF S I N 

PRESENTED BY 

J E S S H A L L . JR.. 

GREEN LAWN CHURCH OF C H R I S T 

O C T O B E R I з , 1 9 б в 

OUR LESSON TONIGHT I S ENTITLED " T H E D E C E I T F U L N E S S OF S l N „ l * F OR OUR T E X T WE READ 

FROM THE SECOND LETTER WHICH P A U L WROTE TO THE THESSALONIANS . THE SECOND CHAPTER, 

VERSES 8 � 1 2 „ "AND THEN SHALL THAT WICKED BE REVEALED. WHOM THE L.ORD SHALL CONSUME 

WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL OESTROY W I T H THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMINGf EVEN 

HIM . WHOSE COMING I S AFTER THE WORKING OF SATAN W I T H ALL POWER AND SIGNS AND LYING W O N -

DERS. A N D W I T H A L L O E C E I V A B L E N E S S OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS I N T H E M T H A T P E R I S H ; BECAUSE THEY 

RECEIVED NOT T H E LOVE OF T H E T R U T H . THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED. A N D FOR T H I S CAUSE GOD 

SHALL SEND T H E M STRONG DELUSION, THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE A LIE« T H A T T H E Y A L L M.GHT 

BE DAMNED WHO BELIEVED NOT T H E T R U T H . BUT HAD PLEASURE I N UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." 

I N T H I S PASSAGE WE DISCOVER FOUR THINGS THAT S I N DOES T O A M A N , AND WE CANNOT REALLY 

APPRECIATE T H E DECEITFULNESS OF S I N U N T I L WE SEE THAT WHICH S I N WORKS I N T H E L I F E OF T H E 

INDIVIDUAL. T H E FOUR THINGS WHICH ARE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED I N T H I S PASSAGE A R E . FIRST 

OF A L L , P A U L T E L L S US THAT S I N I N C I T E S T H E SOUL T O A HATRED OF TRUTH , T H E T E N T H VERSE 

CONCLUDES W I T H T H I S LANGUAGE,, "BECAUSE THEY RECEIVED NOT T H E LOVE OF T H E TRUTH THAT 

THEY MIGHT 8 E SAVED, " I N ESSENCE P A U L I S SAYING THAT I N T H E S A M E HEART THERE I S NO ROOM 

FOR S I N AND FOR T H E LOVE OF T H E T R U T H ; THAT WHERE T H E LOVE OF T H E TRUTH ABOUNDS. S I N W I L L 

NOT A B I D E ; AND WHERE S I N ABOUNDS, T H E LOVE OF T H E TRUTH CANNOT A B I D E . 

T H E SECOND T H I N G HE SAYS THAT S I N DOES TO A MAN I S THAT I T ABANDONS T H E SOUL T O SELF 

DECEPTION, íN THE ELEVENTH VERSE HE OBSERVES, "GOD SHALL SEND THEM A STRONG DELUSION 
THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE A L I E , " T H I S BASICALLY IS THE APPROACH OF S IN UNTO M A N . FOR YOU 
SEE SIN PROMISES A KINGDOM WHICH I S WHAT MAN DECEIVES H IMSELF INTO BELIEVING HE SHALL R E -
CEIVE FROM S I N . BUT WHEN T H E T I M E COMES FOR S I N TO DELIVER, THAT V.'HICH S IN OELIVERS IS 
NOT A KINGDOM. BUT (WIN,, T H E R E ' S A TREE CALLED T H E JUDAS TREE,, A N D T H I S PARTICULAR TREE 
IS A VERY INTERESTING T R E E ; I T IS A TREE THAT PUTS OUT ITS BLOSSOMS EEFORE IT PUTS CUT ITS 
L E A V E S . T H E S E B L O S S O M S A R E V E R Y B E A U T I F U L T H E Y A R E A C R I M S O N R E D A N D T H E Y P U T O U T A 

VERY FRAGRANT ODOR W H I C H N A T U R A L L Y A T T R A C T S T H E HONEY B E E , B U T W H E N T H E HONEY B E E C O M E S 
т о T H E J U D A S T R E E A N D D R I N K S O F T H E N E C T A R T H E R E O F I T SOON F A L L S B E N E A T H T H A T T R E E FOR T H E 

N E C T A P O F T H A T T R E E I S P O I S O N T O T H E B E E . P A U L I S S A Y I N G T H A T T H I S I S .IUST E X A C T L Y WHAT S I N 

DOES T O M A N , H E I S S A Y I N G T H A T S I N O F F E R S A K I N G D O M T O M A N B U T I T D E L I V E R S T O H I M R U I N , і т 

P R O M I S E S M A N P L E A S U R E , B U T W H E N H E G O E S A N D P A R T A K E S T H E R E O F I T T U R N S O U T T O B E P O I S O N 

A N D D E S T R O Y S H I S V E R Y B E I N G . 

I N T H E T H I R D P L A C E T H E A P O S T L E P A U L S A Y S T H A T S I N W O R K S C O N D E M N A T I O N . P A U L S A I D , 

" T H A T T H E Y A L L M I G H T B E D A M N E D W H O B E L I E V E NOT T H E T R U T H . " T H E R E I S O N E I N E V I T A B L E RE-

S U L T THAT COMES FROM A LIFE OF SIN AND THAT IS TO BE SEPARATED FROM GOD.. AND THIS (S HOV 

THE APOSTLE P A U L DESCRIBES CONDEMNATION I N HIS LETTER TO T H E T H E S S A L O N I A N S. 

A N D FINALLY I N T H I S PASSAGE. P A U L SAYS THAT S I N CREATES W I T H I N A MAN OESIRE TO S I N B E -

CAUSE HE LOVES TO DO I T . N O T I C E THE CONCLUSION OF T H E T W E L F T H VERSE. ' B U T HAD PLEASURE 

I N UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." NOW T H I S I S NEVER T H E WAY A MAN STARTS IN S I N BUT IT I S ALWAYS T H E 

WAY A MAN CONCLUDES IN S . N . H E BEGINS I T PERHAPS THROUGH WEAKNESS BUT I F HE DOES NOT 

OVERCOME I T THROUGH J E S U S C H R I S T , HE CONCLUDES H I S INDULGENCE BECAUSE HE LOVES TO C O M M I T 

THE S I N . 



RAGE -¿ 

W E L O O K T H E N A T S I N A N D W E S E E W H A T S I N HAS T H E C A P A C I T Y T O DO T O A N I N D I V I D U A L , W E 

S E E T H E D E S T R U C T I V E P O W E R O F S I N I N T H E S O U L O F M A N A N D W E A S K T H E Q U E S T I O N " H O W C A N S I N 

A C C O M P L I S H T H I S I N M A N ? " W E T H I N K T H A T I T I S F A I R L Y W E L L S E T T L E D T H A T A M A N C A N N O T B E 

FORCED T O OO T H A T W H I C H H E C O N S I D E R S T O B E A G A I N S T H I S P E R S O N A L W E L L - B E I N G , , ä N D S O I F 

S I N R U I N S M A N , A S P A U L S U G G E S T S . I F S I N BR INGS D E A T H , W H Y I S I T T H A T M E N S I N ? 

T H I S I S W H E R E T H E D E C E I T P U L N E S S O F S I N C O M E S I N . S I N I S A B L E T O A C C O M P L I S H T H E S E T H I N G S 

I N T H E L I V E S O F M E N B E C A U S E M E N DO NOT R E A L L Y B E L I E V E T H A T C O N D E M N A T I O N I S T H E E N D R E S U L T 

OF SIN. T H E Y BELIEVE THAT THE END R E S U L T O F S I N WILL B E THE DELIVERING OF THE PLEASURE TK;.T 
S I N H A S B E E N O F F E R I N G A L L T H E W H I L E . B U T Y E T W HE N W E T U R N T O T H E W O R D O F G O O W E F I N D T H A T 

T H E R E I S O N E T H I N G T H A T I S A L W A Y S E M P H A S I Z E O I N R E L A T I O N S H I P T O T E M P T A T I O N A N D S I N , M A N 

S I N S B E C A U S E H E I S D E C E I V E D C O N C E R N I N G I T S NATURE A N D I T S R E S U L T . T H I S I S E S P E C I A L L Y NO*' | C E -

FTSI-T W H E N W E LOOK A T T H E E N T R A N C E O F S I N I N T O T H E WORLD. . L E T M E READ YOU S E V E R A L P A S -

SAGES O F S C R I P T U R E W H I C H D E S C R I B E T O U S T H E W A Y I N W H I C H S I N C A M E I N T O T H E W O R L D T H R O U G H 

OUR PROGENITORS. , F I R S T . G E N E S I S 3 : 6 . 1 3 * " A N D W H E N T H E W O M A N S A W T H A T T H E T R E E W A S GOOD 

FOR F O O D . A N D T H A T I T W A S P L E A S A N T T O T H E Y E Y E S , A N D A T R E E T O B E D . S I R E D T O M A K E O N E W I S E , 

S H E TOOK O F T H E F R U I T T H E R E O F . A N D D I D E A T , A N D GAVE A L S O U N T O HER H'USBAND V / I T H H E R ! A N O H E 

D I D E A T . " A N D T H E T H I R T E E N T H V E R S E S A Y S , " A N D T H E L O R D G O D S A I D U N T O T H E W O M A N . W H A T I S 

T H I S T H A T T H O U H A S T D O N E ? A N D T H E W O M A N S A I D . T H E S E R P E N T д____Щ____ M E , A N D I D I D E A T . " 

W H E N W E C O M E T O T H E N E W T E S T A M E N T T H E S A M E F A C T I S R E F E R R E D T O . R E A D I N G I I C O R I N T H I A N S 

1 1 . 3 , " B U T I F E A R , L E S T B Y A N Y M E A N S , A S T H E S E R P E N T B E G U I L E D E V E T H R O U G H H I S S U B T I L I T Y , 

S O YOUR M I N D S S H O U L D B E C O R R � I I T E O F R O M T H E S I M P L I C I T Y T H A T I S I N C H R I S T . " I T I M O T H Y 2 ; 1 4 , 

• ' A N D A D A M W A S NOT O E C E I V E D ; B U T T H E W O M A N B E I N G D E C E I V E D W A S I N T H E T R A N S G R E S S I O N , * 

A N D T H E N O F C O U R S E T H E T E N T H V E R S E O F OUR T E X T , " A N D W I T H A L L D E C E IVA B ł E N E S S O F U N R I G H T -

E O U S N E S S I N T H E M T H A T P E R I S H ; B E C A U S E T H E Y R E C E I V E D N O T T H E L O V E O F T H E T R U T H , T H A T THEY 

MIGHT BE SAVED." 
T H E S E P A S S A G E S S H O U L D I M P R E S S OH OUR M I N D S O N E G R E A T T R U T H , A N D T H A T I S T H E F A C T т к е т 

T H E F I R S T P E R S O N I F I C A T I O N O F S I N W A S A L S O O N E O F T H E M O S T A P P R O P R I A T E . G O I N G B A C K A G A I N T O 

G E N E S I S W E R E A D T H E F I R S T P E R S O N I F I C A T I O N O F S I N , " N O W T H E S E R P E N T W A S M O R E S U B T L E T H A N 

A N Y B E A S T O F T H E F I E L D W H I C H T H E L O R D G O D AIAD M A D E „ ' V T H E E M P H A S I S H E R E I S U P O N S U B T L E -

NESS.' T H E E M P H A S I S H E R E I S U P O N S E C R E T M O V E M E N T ; T H E E M P H A S I S H E R E I S U P O N I N S I N C E R I T I E S 

A N D T H U S I T M U S T E V E R B E W I T H S I N . W E C O U L D R E A L I Z E I T M U S T B E S O I F W E W O U L D J U S T C O N S I -

DER T H E N A T U R E O F S I N , FOR YOU S E E S I N I S A D E S T R U C T I V E F O R C E A N D A N Y T H I N G T H A T S E E K S T O 

D E S T R O Y . A N Y T H I N G T H A T S E E K S T O T E A R D O W N , M U S T OO SO T H R O U G H S U B T L E T Y A N D T H R O U G H B L I N D -

ING T H E E Y E S O F T H O S E W H O M I T W O U L D S E E K T O O V E R T H R O W . T H I S I S T H E R E A S O N T H A T I T W A S A T 

N I G H T , I T W A S U N D E R T H E C O V E R O F D A R K N E S S . T H A T T H E M A N C A M E A N D S O W E D T H E T A R E S I N T H E 

F I E L D . B E C A U S E YOU S E E , T H E D A Y T I M E , W H E N M E N CAN B E S E E N , I S N O T A T I M E W H I C H I S C O N D U -

C I V E T O T H E D O I N G O F E V I L . S I N ; S A D E S T R U C T I V E F O R C E A N D T H E R E F O R E M U S T B E C H A H A C T E R I Z E O 

BY S U B T L E T Y . 

N O T s o W I T H T H O S E W H O W O U L D A C C O M P L I S H G O O D . W H E N M E N W O U L D A C C O M P L I S H T H A T W H I C H 

IS GOOD, WHEN THEY SEEK TO BUILD UP AND NOT TO DESTROY. THEY MAY BE OPEN. THEY MAY BE АВО ІГ 

BOARD, THEY MAY BE HONEST, AND THEY MAY BE SINCERE IN ALL THEIR DEALINGS WITH MEN. 

THE SPECIAL DECEIT WHICH IS EMPHASIZEO IN OUR PASSAGE HERE REFERS TO THE WAY THAT SIN 

HAS OF AFFECTING A MAN'S WILL, THE WAY THAT SIN HAS OF AFFECTING A MAN'S PURPOSE, THE WAY 

THAT SIN HAS OF AFFECTING A MAN'S HEART IN RELATIONSHIP TO HIS RELIGIOUS LIFE„ FOR WHEN A 

MAN HAS BECOME A CHRISTIAN. WHEN A MAN IS A PART OF THE FAMILY OF GOD, WE CAN SAY A'NUM-

SER OF THINGS ABOUT HIM. SUT PERHAPS WE CAN SUMMARIZE THAT WHICH HAS TRANSPIRED WITH THIS 

OBSERVATION WHEN A MAN BECOMES A CHILD OF GOD, SELF�INTEREST HAS BEEN DETHRONED AND 



P.AGE 3 

C H R I S T � I N T E R E S T HAS BEEN ENTHRONED IN HIS HEART. I N OTHER WORDS WHEN A MAN BECOMES A 

C H R I S T I A N , JESUS C H R I S T RULES AND REIGNS I N HIS L I F E . NOW I T I S T H E WORK OF E V I L THROUGH 

SUBTLETY AND DECEIT TO COME AGAIN INTO T H E L I F E OF T H E C H R I S T I A N . AND TO PERSUADE H I M THAT 

THERE I S NOTHING WRONG W I T H H I S INDULGING HIS OWN INTERESTS . T H E R E I S NOTHING WRONG W I T H 

PUTTING C H R I S T A S I D E FOR .IUST A L I T T L E WHILE A N D THEN I T I S NOT LONG U N T I L C H R I S T , HAVING 

BEEN PUT A S I D E FOR A L I T T L E W H I L E . I S PUT A S I D E ALTOGETHER. C H R I S T HAS BEEN TAKEN O F F T H E 

THRONE AND S E L F HAS BEEN PUT BACK ON T H E THRONE AND MAN I S BACK JUST EXACTLY WHERE HE WAS 

BEFORE HE BECAME A CHILD OF G O D . 

N O W W E A S K A G A I N . H O V / C A N T H I S H A P P E N ? H O W C A N A M A N B E D E C E I V E D I N T O L I V I N G A L I F E 

OF S I N ? HOW CAN A MAN THAT HAS L E F T S I N AND COME INTO J E S U S C H R I S T BE DECEIVED INTO GOING 

BACK INTO SIN? I T H I N K T H E ONLY ANSWER I S THAT THERE ARE JUST SOME THINGS THAT THS. SINNER 

DOES NOT UNDERSTAND,, T H E SINNER DOES UNDERSTAND THAT T H E PLEASURES OF S I N ARE SLIGHT, 

EVEN W H I L E THEY L A S T . H E DOESN'T UNDERSTAND THAT THESE PROMISES WHICH ARE HELD OUT ARE 

BUT EMPTY AND THAT L I K E T H E BUBBLES THAT FLOAT UPON T H E BREEZE, THH. MOMENT THAT YOU REACH 

OUT TO LAY HOLD UPON T H E M . THEY BURST AND VANISH BEFORE YOUR VERY E Y E S . T H E SINNER DOES 

NOT UNDERSTAND THAT T H E PLEASURES OF S I N ARE F L E E T I N G , THAT THEY D I E OUT AS T I M E GOES ON, 

AND THAT EVEN WHEN THEY ARE INDULGED AND FOR A W H I L E THEY SATISFY« SOON THAT SATISFACTION I S 

GONE AND A MAN COMES TO LOATH THAT WHICH HE I N T H E BEGINNING SOUGHT T O INDULGE. SURELY WE 

HAVE OBSERVED T H I S AS V/E HAVE SEEN THOSE WHO L I V E SENSUAL L I V E S , GIVING THEMSELVE S OVER TO 

PERSUIT OF T H E THINGS THAT PERTAIN TO T H E BASER NATURE OF MAN.. S U C H A SENSUALIST HAS ALWAYS 

CRIED OUT FOR EVER GREATER AND GREATER PLEASURES. Y E T HE HAS APPARENTLY NEVER BEEN ABLE TO 

SATISFY H I S LUSTS., H E LOATHES THAT WHICH HE HAS ENJOYED AND SEEKS THAT WHICH I S NOVEL. H E 

DOES NOT KNOW THAT " H E THAT LOVETH PLEASURES SHALL BE A POOR M A N . " H E DOES NOT KNOW THAT 

T H E WAY TO EN.IOY T H E GOOD T H I N G S , EITHER OF T H I S L I F E , OR T H E L I F E THAT I S T O C O M E . I S NOT TO 

BE FOUND I N T H E PERSUIT OF EARTHLY PLEASURES. 

T H E SINNER DOESN'T UNDERSTAND THAT T H E PLEASURES OF S I N ARE EMPTY PROMISES WHICH ARE 

MADE T O BE BROKEN. S L N . WHEN I T S I T S DOWN W I TH US а г T H E BARGAINING TABL E PROMISES US A 

L I F E OF PLEASURE AND PROFIT AND SO WE CONTRACT W I T H S I N . B U T THEN COMES T H E T I M E FOR T H E 

WAGES OF S I N T O BE P A I D A N D T H E WAGES OF S I N HAVE NEVER BEEN PLEASURE A N D P R O F I T . T H E WAGES 

OF S I N HAVE ALWAYS BEEN DEATH AND ETERNAL R U I N . S L N , YOU SEE . HAS TWO ASPECTS., O N E ASPECT 

OF S I N I S T H E S I DE THAT S I N PRESENTS TO US WHEN SHE I S TRYING T O ENTICE US INTO HER T R A P . T H E 

OTHER SIDE OF S I N I S THAT S I D E O F S I N WHICH WE SEE WHEN WE HAVE ALREADY BEEN ENSNARED, SLN 

I S MUCH LIKE JAEL OF WHOM WE READ I N T H E FOURTH CHAPTER OF JUDGES, R E M E M B E R HOW T H E ARMIE? 

HAD BEEN PUT TO FLIGHT BY DEBORAH AND BARAK. AND SLSERA WAS FLEEIKG BEFORE A R M I E S OF ISRAEL 

H E PASSED BY T H E T E N T O F J A E L AND HE WAS BIDDEN BY JAEL TO COME I N , AND HE SOUGHT SAFETY WIT: 

HER H E SAID THAT I F ANYBODY CAME BY LOOKING FOR A MAN YOU T E L L HL"R4 THAT HE HASN'T BEEN BY, 

S H E SAID. " Y E S , I ' L L DO THAT VERY T H I N G , " AND SHE GAVE H I M . THOUGH HE ASKED ONLY FOR WATSR, 

A BOWL OF M I L K . H E , BEING T I R E D FROM T H E STRENOUS EXERCISE OF BATTLE. L A I D DOWN I N T H E TENT 

OF JAEL AND WENT TO S L E E P . W H I L E HE S L E P T, JAEL GOT A PEG AND A HAMMER AND PUT I T TO HIS 

T E M P L E AND DROVE I T INTO T H E EARTH BENEATH AND LITERALLY NAILED HFM T O T H E GROUND'. T H A T ' S 

WHAT S I N DOES W I T H U S . SLN LULLS US T O SLEEP W I T H A BOWL OF M I L K . SLN PROMISES TO GIVE US 

T H E CREAM OF L I F E , BUT NO SOONER HAVE WE GOME TO SLEEP I N T H E PRESENCE OF S I N THAN S I N TAKES 

A PEG AND DRIVES I T THROUGH OUR T E M P L E S AND NAILS US T O T H E VERY FLOOR OF T H E P I T OF H E L L , 

HOW MUSICAL, NOW MUSICAL I N T H E EARS OF JUDAS WAS T H E JINGLING OF T H E T H I R T Y PIECES OF S I L -

VER WHEN T H E Y WERE S T I L L I N T H E PURSE OF T H E HIGH P R I E S T S . E U T HOV.' DULL WAS T H E ! » THUC V/HET�

JUDAS THREW T H E M DOWN AGAIN AT T H E FEET OF T H E HIGH P R I E S T , WHEN T H E SHINY APPEARANCE OF 

T H O S E COINS HAD B E E N T A I N T E D BY INNOCENT B L O O D . 



RAGE 4 

Y E S . S I N H A S T W O A S P E C T S . T H E O N E S H E P R E S E N T S B E F O R E W E A R E E N T I C E D A N D T H E O T H E R 

W E S E E W H E N W E H A V E B E E N D U P E D I N T O C O M M I T T I N G S I N , B U C K D U R I N G T H E P E R I O D O F O U R H I S T O R Y 

KNOWN A S T H E D A R K A G E S , W H E N T H E I N Q U I S I T I O N W A S I N F O R C E , T H E R E W A S I N T H E H A L L O F T H E I N -

Q U I S I T I O N A S T A T U E O F A V I R G I N , і т W A S A V E R Y B E A U T I F U L T H I N G . . A L L O F T H E A B I L I T I E S O F T H E 

A R T I F I C E R S HAD B E E N U S E D T O C R E A T E I T , і т W A S A B E A U T I F U L P I E C E O F S C U L P T U R E , і т W A S B E A U -

T I F U L T O B E H O L D . A N D W H E N T H E P E N I T E N T W O U L O BE BROUGHT I N T O T H E H A L L O F I N Q U I S I T I O N . H E WOUL. 

3 S T O L D T O GO A N D E M B R A C E T H E S T A T U E O F T H E V I R G I N A S A N E X P R E S S I O N O F H I S P E N I T E N C E . . W H E N 

H E D I D , H E D I S C O V E R E D T O H I S R E G R E T T H A T T H E A R M S O F T H I S S T A T U E E N F O L D E D H I M , MOT I N A C � J . SP 

O F L O V E , B U T I N A V I C E � L I K E G R I P O F V E N G E A N C E , H E D I S C O V E R E D T H A T T H E B O S O M O F T H E S T A T U E 

O P E N E D U P A N D A H U N D R E D G L E A M I N G K N I V E S W O U L O S H O O T I N T O H I S B R E A 3 T . H E D I S C O V E R E D T H A T . 

T H E M O U T H W O U L D O P E N A N D T H E R E V/OULD BE A BARBED T O N G U E A N D S H A R P T E E T H T O L A C E R A T E A N D 

т о T E A R . T H E N T H E B E A U T I F U L S T A T U E W O U L D D R O P I T S V I C T I M � S L I F E L E S S B O D Y A T I T S F E E T . T H I S 

I S E X A C T L Y W H A T S I N C O E S T O U S A N D A S I N N E R J U S T D O E S N ' T U N D E R S T A N D I T , H E L O O K S A T T H E 

B E A U T I F U L W H I T E S C U L P T U R E A N D S E E S I T S B E A U T Y , A N D I S NOT A B L E T O S E E T H A T W H E N W E T R I F L E 

W I T H S I N T H A T T H E B E A U T Y B E C O M E S A B E A S T , T H I S I S T H E R E A S O N T H A T I T I S A L W A Y S W I S E FOR U S 

T O H E E D T H E E X H O R T A T I O N O F T H E S C R I P T U R E , " ' W H E N S I N N E R S E N T I C E T H E E . C O N S E N T T H O U N O T . " 

T H E S I N N E R J U S T D O E S N ' T U N D E R S T A N D T H A T S I N S E P A R A T E S F R O M G O D , H E R E T H E P R O P H E T 

I S A I A H , C H A P T E R 5 9 . V E R S E S 1 , 2 . " B E H O L D , T H E L O R D ' S H A N D I S N O T S H O R T E N E D , T H A T I T C A N N O T 

S A V E : N E I T H E R H I S EAR H E A V Y , T H A T I T C A N N O T H E A R � B U T Y O U R I N I Q U I T I E S H A V E S E P A R A T E D B E -

T W E E N YOU AND YOUR GOD, AND YOUR SINS HAVE HID HIS FACE FROM YOU, THAT HE WILL NO'S' HEAR " 

W E R E T H E P L E A S U R E S O F S I N 1 0 , 0 0 0 T î M E S G R E A T E R T H A N T H E Y A R E , A N D W E R E T H E P L E A S U R E S P E R -

M A N E N T INSTEAD OF TEMPORARY, VET V/OULD ALL OF THE PLEASURES OF SIN NOT BE WORTH WHAT SIN 
DOES T O A M A N A S D E S C R I B E D í N T H E WORDS O F I S A I A H . F O R A L L O F T H E P L E A S U R E S T H A T S I N HAS 

T O O F F E R A R E HOT W O R T H T H E B A R R I ER T H A T T H A T S I M A N D I T S E N J O Y M E N T E R E C T B E T W E E N A M A N A N D 

H I S G O D . 

T O B E C U T O F F F R O M G O D I S T O B E C U T O F F F R O M T H E SOURC E O F A L L J O Y ; T O B E C U T O F F F (TOM 

G O D I S т о B E C U T O F F F R O M A L L H A P P I N E S S ; T O BE C U T O F F F R O M G C D I S T O B E L E F T W I T H OUR OWN 

M I S E R A B L E S E L V E S . A N D T O B E A B L E T O HAVE N O T H I N G D O N E FOR U S B U T T H A T W H I C H W E A R E A B L E T O 

D O . T H E R E I S NO P L E A S U R E , NO M A T T E R HOW GREAT OR P E R M A N E N T , R E L A T E D T O S I N T H A T C A N C O M -

P E N S A T E FOR SUCH A LOSSAS THIS. THERE'S NOTHING THE WORLD HAS TO OFFER, THAT CAN COMPEN-

SATE FOR THE LOSS OF GOD BY THE SOUL OF MAN, 

T H E N HOW C * N W E S T A Y A W A Y F R O M S I N ? J KNOW NOT W H Y V/E M U S T A S K T H E Q U E S T I O N . W H E N 

W E S E E T H O S E T H I N G S T H A T A R E D A N G E R O U S I N L I F E W E D O N ' T N E E D T O A S K HOW W E C A N S T A Y A W A Y 

F R O M T H E M . W E ' V E J U S T GOT ENOUGH S E N S E NOT T O GO N E A R . W H Y I S I T T H A T W E S E E M I N G L Y D O N T 

HAVE ENOUGH S E N S E T O S T A Y A W A Y F R O M S I N T H A V E W E NO G R E A T E R R E A S O N I N G C A P A C I T Y , H A V E V/E 

NO G R E A T E R I N T E L L E C T T H A N T H E B E A S T S O F T H E F I E L D T O W H O M T H E G R A S S L O O K S G R E E N E H O N T H E 

O T H E R S I D E ? S U R E L Y M A N I S NOT SO DULL'. T H E M A N W H O D O E S N ' T W A N T T O F A L L I N T O T H E W A T E R 

U N D E R S T A N D S T H A T H E H A D в е т т е п N O T G O T O O N E A R T H E R I V E R B A N K . T H E M A N W H O ' S C A R R Y I N G A 

L O A D O F G U N P O W D E R K N O W S T H A T H E C A N ' T S T A Y FAR ENOUGH A W A Y F R O M T H E F I R E . T H E M A N W H O 

D O E S N ' T W A N T T O D R I N K O F T H E W I N E O F W R A T H HAD B E T T E R L E A V E T H E C U P O F P L E A S U R E A U O N E . 

T H E M A N W H O D O E S N ' T W A N T T O HEAR T H E B E L L O F E T E R N A L D E A T H H A D B E T T E R NOT BE P U L L I N G O N 

T H E ROPE O F SIN.. I T W O R K S I N S P I R I T U A L M A T T E R S J U S T E X A C T L Y L I K E I T W O R K S I N M A T T E R S P H Y S I -

C A L , I T ' S T I M E W E L E A R N E D T H A T I F W E GO W I T H S I M O N E M I L E I T ' S G O I N G T O C O M P E L U S T O GO W I T H 

I T T W O . I T ' S T I M E W E L E A R N E D T H A T S I N C O M E S U P I N O U R L I F E L I K E E L I J A H ' S R A I N C L O U D . A T F I R S T 

S O S M A L L I T CAN H A R D L Y B E S E E N , B U T !T I N C R E A S E S U N T I L I T C O V E R S OUR E N T I R E S K Y . 
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I N ONE SECTION OF OUR WORLD THERE IS A SPECIES OF EAGLE WHICH ATTACKS THE SEAL- IT 
SWOOPS DOWN OUT OF T H E SKY AND PLANTS ITS TALONS IN T H E SEAL, AND BY T H E MIGHTY FLAPPING 
OF ITS WINGS DRAGS I T TO SHORE WHERE I T THERE CONSUMES I T . BUT EVERY ONCE IN A W H I L E , 
ONE OF THESE EAGLES MAKES A M I S T A K E . EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE ONE OF THESE EAGLES GET HOLD 
OF A SEAL BIGGER THAN HE THOUGHT IT WAS, AND T H E SEAL I S T H E VICTOR. NOT THE EAGLE T H E 
SEAL DIVES TO THE DEPTHS OF T H E OCEAN AND THE EAGLE. UNABLE TO EXTRACT I T S TALONS FROM 
THE HIDE OF T H E SEAL IS DRAGGED TO T H E DEPTHS AND DROWNED. T H I S I S THE WAY WE ARE WITH 
S I N . WE LOOK DOWN PROM OUR VANTAGE POINT AND I T LOOKS SMALL.. W E THINK WE MAY SWOOP 
DOWN UPON I T AND PLANT OUR TALONS IN I T AND DRAG IT TO SHOHE AND ENJOY I T . HOW MANY OF 
US, AND HOW MANY OF OUR LOVED ONES HAVE DISCOVERED THAT WE HAVE TAKEN HOLD OF SOMETHING 
BIGGER THAN WE CAN CONTROL.,. AND I T HAS DRAGGED US DOWN TO T H E VERY DEPTHS OF PERDITION 
AND WE ARE L O S T . M E N MAY LAY HOLD OF SINFUL PLEASURE EXPECTING TC MASTI-T. IT .. ELF HOW 
MANV T I M E S HAVE THEY INSTEAD BEEN MASTERED BY THEIR S I N S . ""WHEN SINNERS ENTICE T H E E , 
CONSENT THOU N O T . " FOR SEN W I L L DESTROY. 

T H E DECEITFULNESS OF S IN—ARE YOU L IV ING IN IT TONIGHT? I T MAY BE THAT IN YOUR L I F E 
YOU HAVE COME DOWN UPON S I N AND EVEN AT T H I S MOMENT THERE'S A GREAT STRUGGLE GOING CN 
TO SEE WHETHER I T W I L L DRAG YOU TO THE DEPTHS OR YOU W I L L DRAG I T TO T H E SHORE, UNLESS 
MAN LETS GO OF S I N THERE'S HO DOUBT WHICH I S GOING TO BE T H E VICTOR. SLN I S POWERFUL, 
MAN C A N T . WITHOUT JESUS C H R I S T , REALLY RESIST IT AND OVERCOME I T . TONIGHT I CHALLENGE 
YOU TO LET GO OF THAT S I N . I CHALLENGE YOU TO LET I T DROP BACK DOWN TO THE DEPTHS. A N D I 
CHALLENGE YOU TO FLY AGAIN TO THE HEAVENS WHERE DLVELLS JESUS CHRIST AND TO LET JESUS 
CHRIST GIVE YOU THOSE THINGS WHICH W I L L SUSTAIN YOUR SOUL, TO LET JESUS CHRIST GIVE YOU 
THE STRENGTH YOU NEEO TO OVERCOME AND BE VICTORIOUS IN THE AFTERWHSLE. THERE ARE THOSE 
WHO ARE TORN TONIGHT BETWEEN HEAVEN AND HELL. WE'RE PLEADING WITH YOU TO MAKE YOUR 
CHOICE JESUS, TO MAKE I T NOW. WHILE WE STAND AND S I N G . 


