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T H E S S A L O N I C A . B U T B E F O R E W E R E A D T H O S E V E R S E S I T H I N K W E M I G H T D O W E L L T O S T O P A N D M A K E 

J U S T ONE C O M M E N T OR T W O C O N C E R N I N G W H A T W E A R E H O P I N G T O D O I N OUR L E S S O N T O N I G H T , A N D 

T H E B E S T WAY I KNOW T O DO T H A T I S T E L L YOU W H A T I D O N ' T I N T E N D T O O O . і т W O U L D B E V E R Y EASY 

FOR U S T O S P E N D A G R E A T D E A L O F T I M E T R Y I N G T O I D E N T I F Y P A R T I C U L A R L Y T H E M A N O F S I N . I F YOU 

H A V E S T U D I E D V E R Y M U C H C O N C E R N I N G T H E S U 3 J E C T , YOU R E A L I Z E T H A T T H E R E H A V E B E E N M A N Y BOOKS 

W R I T T E N A N D A L M O S T A S M A N Y D I F F E R E N T O P I N I O N S A S EOOKS W R I T T E N C O N C E R N I N G S P E C I F I C I D E N T I -

F I C A T I O N O F T H E M A N O F S I N , 1 A M C E R T A I N T H A T I H A V E M Y O P I N I O N A N D I T H I N K I T I S R I G H T , A N D 

YOU MAY H A V E A N O T H E R O N E A N D YOU M A Y B E L I E V E I T I S R I G H T , SO I D O N ' T W A N T T O D E L V E I N T O T H E 

A R E A O F P A R T I C U L A R I D E N T I F I C A T I O N . I D O N ' T T H I N K T H E R E I S A G R E A T DEAL. T O B E G A I N E D F R O M I T 

A S FAR A S OUR B E N E F I T S A R E C O N C E R N E D , B U T W H A T I DO HOPE T O е е A B L E T O D O I S T O L O O K A T 

T H I S C O N T E X T A N D T O SHOW HOW I T R E L A T E S T O T H E O V E R A L L P I C T U R E O F S I M I N T H E VVORD C F G O D , 

A N D T O SHOW T H I S P A R T I C U L A R L Y A S T H E I N C R E A S E O F S I N I N T H E W O R L D R E L A T E S T O T H E S E C O N D 

A D V E N T O F J E S U S C H R I S T . W H I L E W E M I G H T B E M I S T A K E N A S T O A N Y P A R T I C U L A R I D E N T I F I C A R O N 

O F T H E M A N O F S I N , I T H I N K W E S H A L L NOT B E M I S T A K E N C O N C E R N I N G T H E S E P O I N T S T O R I T H I N K 

T H E S E A R E T H E T H I N G S W H I C H A R E T H E P L A I N E S T A N D T H E M O S T V I V I D I N T H I S W R I T I N G OF THE A P O S -

T L E P A U L . S O I F YOU H A V E YOUR B I B L E S , L E T U S T U R N T O T H I S P A S S A G E , I I T H E S S A L O N I A N S 2 , A N D 

READ T H E F I R S T T W E L V E V E R S E S . " N O W W E B E S E E C H Y O U . B R E T H R E N . B Y T H E C O M I N G O F OUR L O R D 

J E S U S C H R I S T , A N D BY OUR G A T H E R I N G T O G E T H E R U N T O H I M . T H A T Y E B E NOT SOON S H A K E N I N M I N O , 

OR B E T R O U B L E D , N E I T H E R BY S P I R I T , NCR BY W O R D . NOR BY L E T T E R A S F R O M U S , A S T H A T T H E DAY 

O F C H R I S T I S A T H A N D . L E T N O M A N D E C E I V E Y O U B Y A N Y M E A N S ; F O R T H A T D A Y S H A L L N O T с о м е , 

E X C E P T T H E R E C O M E A F A L L I N G A W A Y F I R S T , A N D T H A T M A N O F S I N B E R E V E A L E D , T H E S O N OR P E R -

DITION; W H O O P P O S E T H A N D E X A L T E T H H I M S E L F A B O V E A L L T H A T I S C A L L E D G O D , OR T H A T I S W O R -

S H I P P E D ; s o T H A T H E A S G O D S S T T E T H I N T H E T E M P L E O F G O D , S H E W I N G H I M S E L F T H A T H E I S G O D , 

R E M E M B E R Y E N O T , T H A T , W H E N I W A S Y E T W I T H Y O U , I T O L D YOU T H E S E T H I N G S ? A N D NOW Y E 

KNOW W H A T W I T H H O L D E T H T H A T H E M I G H T B E R E V E A L E D I N H I S T I M E . F O R T H E M Y S T E R Y O F I N I Q -

U I T Y DOTH ALREADY WORK; ONLY HE WHO NOW LETTETH , WILL LET, UNTIL HE BE TAKEN OUT OF THE 

W A Y . A N D T H E N S H A L L T H A T W I C K E D BE R E V E A L E D , W H O M T H E L O R D S H A L L C O N S U M E W I T H T H E S P S �

R I T O F H I S M O U T H , A N D S H A L L D E S T R O Y W I T H T H E B R I G H T N E S S O F H I S COMING*. E V E N H I M W H O S E 

C O M I N G I S A F T E R T H E W O R K I N G O F S A T A N , W I T H A L L POWE R A N D S I G N S A N D L Y I N G W O N D E R S , A N D W I T H 

A L L D E C E I V A B L E N E S S O F U N R I G H T E O U S N E S S I N T H E M T H A T P E R I S H ; B E C A U S E T H E Y R E C E I V E NOT T H E 

L O V E OF T H E T R U T H T H A T T H E Y M I G H T B E S A V E D . A N D FOR T H I S C A U S E G O D S H A L L S E N D T H E M S T R O N G 

D E L U S I O N , T H A T T H E Y S H O U L D B E L I E V E A L I E ; T H A T T H E Y A L L M I G H T B E D A M N E D W H O B E L I E V E D NOT 

T H E T R U T H , B U T HAD P L E A S U R E I N U N R I G H T E O U S N E S S , " 

A S W E L O O K A T T H E F I R S T V E R S E S C F T H I S C H A P T E R , O N E O F T H E F I R S T T H I N G S T H A T OUGHT T O 

S T R I K E U S I S T H E F A C T T H A T T H I S E N T I R E P R O B L E M A R O S E E E C A U S E O F A M I S C O N C E P T I O N W H I C H T H E 

T H E S S A L O N I C A N S HAD RELATING TO THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST „ APPARENTLY. FROM 

WHAT P A U L S A I D I N THESE V E R S E S , THIS SITUATION HAD B E E N A G G R A V A T E D BY CERTAIN FALSE TEACH-

ERS WHO HAD COME AMONG THE T H E S S A L O N I C A N BRETHREN APPARENTLY CLAIMING TO HAVE SOME LET-

TER FROM HIM PERHAPS A FORGED DOCUMENT—AND SAYING THAT THIS CAME FROM THE APOSTLE PAUL. 
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OR I F NOT POSSESSING SUCH A DOCUMENT, LOOKING A T SOME OF T H E WRITINGS OF P A U L A N D SAYING , 

" W E ARE T H E TRUE INTERPRETERS OF WHAT P A U L HAS SAID AND HERE I S T H E REAL M E A N I N G . H E R E 

I S T H E HEART AND CORE OF T H E MESSAGE OF P A U L , " T H E Y WERE EMPHASIZ;NG TO THESE BRETHREN 

THAT T H E SECOND COMING OF J E S U S C H R I S T WAS VERY CLOSE AT HAND. NOW T H I S MISUNDERSTANDING, 

T H I S *VI1SC0NCEPTION HAD APPARENTLY CAUSED A GREAT DEAL OF SORROW, I T HAD APPARENTLY CAUSED 

A GREAT DEAL. OF CONCERN AMONG THESE BRETHREN , FOR P A U L S A I D FOR T H E M TO " B E NOT SOON SHA-

KEN I H M I N D . OR BE TROUBLED. P' AND T H I S WOULD INDICATE THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME SHAKING OF 

THE M.ND AND SOME TROUBLING OF T H E ERETHREN. NOW A L L OF T H I S (THESE F E A R S , THESE M I S C O N -

CEPTIONS) WAS WHAT PAUL WAS SEEKING TO ALLAY, WHEN HE WROTE TO THESE BRETHREN IN THIS 
EPISTLE, 

NOV/. BEFORE WE LOOK A T SOME OF T H E THINGS RELATIVE TO T H E MAN OF S I N P A U L HAS DESCRIBED 

H I M . I T H I N K WE OUGHT A L S O TO POINT OUT THAT THERE !S DEFINITELY A MAN OF S I N , A N D EMPHASIS 

HERE I S NOT UPON T H E WORD " A * , THAT WE MIGHT P A R T I C U L A R I Z E , BUT I WANT TO PLACE T H E EMPHA-

S I S UPON T H E FACT THAT I T I S A " M A N " OF S I N , THAT I T APPARENTLY REFERS TO A PARTICULAR I N D I -

VIDUAL OR. I F YOU P L E A S E . A PARTICULAR OFFICE WHICH W I L L BE F I L L E D BY A SUCCESSION OF P A R -

TICULAR INDIVIDUALS. I POINT T H I S OUT TO INDICATE THAT T H E B I B L E DOES NOT IGNORE T H E GREAT 

WICKEDNESS INTO WHICH MAM HAS F A L L E N . T H E B I B L E I S NOT A BOOK WHICH SEEKS TO SUGAR�COAT 

T H E SITUATION OF M A N . I F WE MIGHT USE MODERN PARLANCE. T H E B I B L E I S A BOOK THAT SEEKS TO 

" T E L L I T L I K E I T I S , " AND WHEN T H E B I B L E BEGINS TO DESCRIBE T H E SITUATION OF M A N . I T DOESN'T 

WANT TO LEAVE ANY ROOM FOR DOUBT I N T H E M I N D OF MAN THAT SOMEHOW MAN M I G H T BE A B L E BY HIS 

OWN I N I T I A T I V E OR BY H I S OWN POWER TO OVERCOME T H E FORCES OF E V I L , T H U S , T H E B I B L E HERE DOES 

NOT IGNORE T H E DEPTHS OF HUMAN WICKEDNESS, AND I T SUGGESTS THAT HERE I S A MAN WHO HAS SUNK 

TO SUCH A DEPTH OF DEPRAVITY THAT HE OR H I S LINEAGE OF RULERS, I F THAT BE T H E C A S E , MAY EVEN 

BE IDENTIFIED WITH T H E POWER AND T H E FORCES OF S I N , T H I S I S IMPORTANT BECAUSE I T PERHAPS 

TEARS DOWN SOME OF T H E L I T T L E FORTRESSES THAT WE HAVE BUILT U P , SOMEHOW WE HAVE CONVINCED 

OURSELVES, AND PERHAPS WE HAVE DONE I T BECAUSE WE WANT T O BELIEVE THAT WE ARE PRETTY GOOD 

FELLOWS AFTER A L L , WE HAVE CONVINCED OURSELVES THAT A L L OF T H E EVIL. I N T H E WORLD CAN BE A T -

TRIBUTED TO WHAT WE MIGHT C A L L T H E D E V I L , OR T H E D E V I L ' S INFLUENCES WHICH HE BRINGS ABOUT. 

B U T HERE P A U L SAYS THAT SOME OF T H E E V I L THAT I S I N T H E WORLD I S I N MAN AND I S BEING WORKED 

BY M A N , AND MAN I S HAVING A MAJOR ROLE I N T H E M U L T I P L I C A T I O N OF E V I L INFLUENCES ANC E V I L FORCES 

THAT EXIST UPON T H E E A R T H . P A U L I S SAYING TKAT HERE I S A HUMAN BEING WHO HAS BEEN MADE I N THE 

IMAGE OF GOD THAT MAY BE DEPRAVED SO MUCH THAT HE COMES TO BE I N T H E IMAGE OF S A T A N . P A U L 

I S SAYING THAT HERE I S AN INDIVIDUAL WHOSE BODY HAS BEEN MADE A S A T E M P L E FOR GOD WHICH MAY 

B E D E P R A V E D T O S U C H A N E X T L D N T T H A T I T B E C O M E S A H A U N T F O R I N I Q U I T Y . S O P A U L I S T A L K I N G H E R E 

ABOUT THE MíXIá OF SIN. 
NOW T H E FIRST QUESTION I S , WHEN I S T H I S M A I ! GOING TO APPEAR? T H E APOSTLE P A U L INDICATES 

T H A T T H E A P P E A R A N C E O F T H E M A ń O F S I N M U S T B E P R E C E D E D B Y A P A R T I C U L A R E V E N T . " L E T N O M A N 

DECEIVE YOU BY ANY M E A N S ! FOR THAT DAY SHALL NOT COME (HE 1 5 T A L K I N G HERE ABOUT T H E SECOND 

COMING OF C H R I S T ) , EXCEPT THERE COME A F A L L I N G AWAY F I R S T , AND THAT MAN OF S I N BE REVEALEO," 

NOW NOTICE WHAT I S GOING TO HAPPEN BEFORE T H E SECOND COMING OF C H R I S T . T H E R E S H A L L BE л 

F A L L I N G AWAY, THERE S H A L L BE A DEPARTURE FROM T H E F A I T H , A N D WHEN T H E DEPARTURE FROM T H E 

FAITH HAS BEEN COMPLETED. T H E N THERE SHALL APPEAR T H E MAN OF S I N . T H E SECOND COMING I S D E -

PENDENT UPON T H E COMING OF T H E MAN OF S I N AND T H E COMING OF T H E MAN OF S I N I S DEPENDENT UPON 

T H E FALLING AWAY OF T H E CHURCH OF GOD . NOW T H I S SHOULD INDICATE SOMETHING TO U S . і т SHOULD 

INDICATE THAT SPIRITUAL APOSTACY I S ALWAYS GOING TO BE FOLLOWED BY MORAL CORRUPTION. л*е 

LOOK AROUND US I N T H E WORLD TODAY AND WE WONDER WHAT I N T H E WORLD HAS GONE WRONG. WHY THERE 

I S SO MUCH MORAL CORRUPTION ON HAND. AMD T H E ANSWER I S VERY SI?.1PLE WHEN YOU READ T H I S P A S -

SAGE. T H E ANSWER I S THAT THERE HAS BEEN A DEPA.RTURE FROM T H E S P I R I T U A L TEACHING OF T H E ,VORD 
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OF Goo. WHENEVER THERE I S A DEPARTURE FROM T H E WORD, WHENEVER THERE I S A S P I R I T U A L A P O S �

TACY THE MORAL CORRUPTION IS GOING TO FOLLOW, AND WHENEVER THE CHURCH BEGINS TO APOSTATIZE. 

WHEN THE CHURCH BEGINS TO DEPART FROM THE SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS OF GOD. IT ALWAYS, WITHOUT 

EXCEPTION, OPENS ITSELF TO THE ATTACK OF ITS ENEMIES, NOTICE THAT THE MAN OF SIN COULD NOT 

COME. OR IF HE CAME. HE COULD NOT PREVAIL AGAINST THE CHURCH AS LONG AS THE CHURCH WAS FAITH-

FUL т о T H E W O R D O F G O D . B U T W H E N T H E C H U R C H W A S N O L O N G E R F A I T H F U L T O T H E T E A C H I N G O F T H E 

WORD, THEN THE MAN OF S I N COULD NOT ONLY COME , T H E MAN OF S I N COULD P R E V A I L OVER T H E KINGDOM 

OF G O D , I WOULD SUGGEST TO YOU TONIGHT THAT I F T H E CHURCH OF M Y L O R D I S PREVAILED OVER BY T H E 

FORCES OF E V I L I N T H E WORLD TODAY, I T W I L L NOT BE, I T CAN NEVER B E , BECAUSE T H E POWER OF SATAN 

I S STRONGER THAN T H E POWER OF G O D . I T W I L L ALWAYS BE BECAUSE T H E CHURCH HAS PROSTITUTED THE 

POWER OF GOD AND HAS GONE AFTER T H E WORLD L I V I N G I N S P I R I T U A L ADULTERY. T H E S A M E THINCC, I 

T H I N K , I S TRUE OF AN INDIVIDUAL I N H I S PERSONAL CHRISTIAN L I F E . ;VHEN ONE BEG.MS TO RATIONALIZE 

AND WHEN ONE BEGINS TO EXPLAIN AWAY T H E CLEAR TEACHING OF GOD'S WORD, HE OPENS H I M S E L F TO 

T H E ATTACKS OF S A T A N AND HE W I L L BE OVERCOME. S P I R I T U A L APOSTACY I S GOING TO BE FOLLOWED 

BY MORAL CORRUPTIONS. 

WHAT I S T H E CHARACTER OF T H I S M A N ? H E I S GOING TO COME WHEN T H E CHURCH HAS F A L L E N AWAY„ 

BUT WHAT KIND OF INDIVIDUAL I S HE? L E T US LOOK AT H I S CHARACTER A S I T I S OESCRIBED I N T H E FOURTI: 

V E R S E . V E R S E T H R E E I D E N T I F I E S T H E M A N O F S I N , " T H E S O N O F P E R D I T I O N : W H O O P P O S E T H A N D E X A L -

T E T H HIMSELF ABOVE ALL THAT IS CALLED GOD. OR THAT IS WORSHIPPED; SO THAT HE SITTETH (THE KING 

J A M E S SAYS HE "AS G O D " BUT "AS GOD'* DOESN'T BELONG I N T H E T E X T ) I N T H E T E M P L E OF GOD. SHEWING 

H I M S E L F THAT HE I S G O D , л T H E R E ARE THREE THINGS INDICATED HERE CONCERNING H I S CHAFACTER. 

1 . H E OPPOSETH AND EXALTETH H I M S E L F ABOVE A L L THAT I S CALLED G O D , OR THAT I S WORSHIPPED,, • 

H E C L A I M S SUPERIORITY NOT ONLY TO T H E GODS OF HEATHENDOM, YOU S E E . BUT HE C L A I M S SUPERIORITY 

TO T H E TRUE AND L I V I N G GOD . H E OPPOSETH EVERYTHING TKAT RELATES T O G O D . H E EXALTS H I M S E L F 

A B O V E A L L T H A T I S C A L L E D G O D A N D H E C L A I M S T O BE T H E O B J E CT O F M A N ' S W O R S H I P . 2 . ' S O т и а т 

HE SITTETH I N T H E T E M P L E OF G O D . " T H I S SAYS THAT T H E MAN OF S I N I S GOING TO A R I S E W I T H I N AND 

FIND A HOME W I T H I N , T H E CHURCH OF T H E L I V I N G G O D , FOR T H E CHURCH TODAY I S T H E T E M P L E OF G O D , 

3. "SHEWING H I M S E L F THAT HE I S G O D . " H E ASSUMES TO H I M S E L F T H E PREROGITIVES OF GOD AND 

MAKES FOR H I M S E L F T H E C L A I M S OF G O D . 

T H E QUESTION THAT I S UPPERMOST HERE I S *�DOES T H I S APPLY TO T H E ROMAN P O P E ? " 3 SUPPOSE 

M O S T OF T H E E F F O R T S T O P A R T I C U L A R I Z E T H E M A N O F S I N H A V E F O U N D THEIR I D E N T I F I C A T I O N J U S T H E R E . 

I BELIEVE MY REPLY TO THE QUESTION WOULD BE YES AND NO, FOR i BELIEVE WHILE HE MAY BE INCLU-

DED IN THIS DESCRIPTION OF THE MAN OF SIN THAT HE DOES NOT NECESSARILY EXHAUST THE MEANING OF 

THE MAN OF SIN. ! F WE SAY TKAT IT IS FULFILLED HERE, THEN WE ELIMINATE THE POSSIBILITY OF ANY 

OTHER F U L F I L L M E N T OR A N Y FUTURE F U L F I L L M E N T . T H U S , W H I L E I BELIEVE THAT P A U L S STATEMENT 

HERE I S NECESSARILY ONE WHICH I S PROPHETIC, 1 DO NOT BELIEVE THAT I T EXHAUSTS I T S E L F I N A P P L I -

CATION TO T H E PAPACY. I T I S VERY D I F F I C U L T FOR SOME TODAY TO MAKE SUCH IDENTIFICATION A N Y -

WAY, SEEING T H E P O P E A S KE I S I N MODERN T I M E . T H E IDENTIFICATIO N WOULD NOT BE SO D I F F I C U L T 

WERE WE TO GO BACK TO T H E DAYS OF T H E I N Q U I S I T I O N. ,VE COULD COME NEARER SEEING THAT T H I S 

MAY BE A DESCRIPTION OF H I M . B U T A G A I N , WE DO NOT WANT TO P A R T I C U L A R I Z E . WE JUST MENTION 

T H I S AS A P O S S I B I L I T Y . M A I N L Y WE WANT TO SEE SOMETHING OF H I S NATURE, THAT HE I S ONE WHO BLAS 

PHEMES, HE I S T H E ONE WHO ASSUMES FOR H I M S E L F T H E POSITION OF GOD A N D C L A I M S TO BE T H E OBJECT 

OF T H E WORSHIP OF M A N . 

WHAT ARE T H E METHODS THAT T H E MAN OF S I N USES I N ORDER TO ATTRACT FOLLOWERS UNTO H'MSELF 

T U R N T O V E R S E S 9 A N D I O . " E V E N H I M W H O S E C O M I N G I S A F T E R T H E W O R K I N G O F S A T A N , W I T H A L L P O W . 

AND SIGNS AND LYING WONDERS. A N D WITH A L L DECEIVABLENESS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS I N T H E M THAT PER-

I S H ; BECAUSE THEY RECEIVE NOT T H E LOVE OF T H E TRUTH TKAT THEY MIGHT BE S A V E D , � NOTICE I F YOU 



P A G E A 

W I L L T H E S I M I L A R I T Y O F T H E L A N G U A G E B E T W E E N T H E D E S C R I P T I O N T H A T W E L�AVE O F C H R I S T A N D T H E 

D E S C R I P T I O N T H A T W E H A V E O F T H E M A N O F S I N . W H E N J E S U S C H R I S T C A M E P R E A C H I N G . H E C A M E 

P R E A C H I N G W I T H P O W E R , W I T H S I G N S A N D W I T H W O N D E R S , A N D H E R E T H E M A N O F S I N C O M E S W I T H P O W E R , 

H E C O M E S W I T H S I G N S , A N D H E C O M E S W I T H W O N D E R S O F A L Y I N G N A T U R E . і т I S T O B E R E G R E T T E D T H A T 

T H E R E A R E T H O S E V/HO H A V E S U R R E N D E R E D T H E I R A C C E S S T O T H E P O W E R O F G O D FOR T H A T W H I C H I S I N 

R E A L I T Y N O P O W E R , T H O S E W H O H A V E S U R R E N D E R E D A F A I T H I N T H E S I G N S T H A T G O D H A S G I V E N T H R O U G H 

C H R I S T FOR T H O S E S I G N S T H A T A R E C H A R A C T E R I Z E D BY D E C E I T , A N D T H O S E W H O H A V E S U R R E N D E R E D T H E 

W O N D E R S T H A T W E R E D O N E BY OUR L O R D FOR T H O S E W O N D E R S T H A T A R E N O T R E A L B U T A R E S I M P L Y L I E S . 

BUT SUCH IS THE MAN OF S I N , A N D S U C H COMES T H E M A N O F S I N , A MAN WHO IS THE OFF�SPRING OF PER-

DITION, MAN WHO IS CHARACTERIZED BY MORAL CORRUPTION, A MAN WHO IS ENDUED V/ITH THE POWER OF 

S A T A N , A M A N W H O I S W O R S H I P P E D A S G o a c A N D H E L E A D S I N T O T H E E T E R N A L A B Y S S A L L O F T H O S E W H O 

W I L L F O L L O W H I M B E C A U S E T H E Y R E C E I V E NOT T H E L O V E O F T H E T R U T H T H A T T H E Y M I G H T B E S A V E D , 

I W A N T T O E M P H A S I Z E S O M E T H I N G H E R E A N D P E R H A P S G I V E E A C H O F U S S O M E R E A S O N F O R C O N C E R N . 

W E DO NOT B E L I E V E T H A T W E C O U L D B E C A T E G O R I Z E D A T A L L A S B E I N G A F O L L O W E R O F T H E M A N O F S I N , 

T O GC A F T E R T H E W R O N G P O W E R A N D T H E W R O N G S I G N S A N D T H E W R O N G W O N D E R S , B U T P A U L S A I D T H E R E 

A R E S O M E W H O H A V E A N D T H E Y A R E I D E N T I F I E D A S T H O S E W H O H A V E N O T R E C E I V E D " T H E L O V E O F T H E T R U T H 

I T W A S NOT U N I N T E N T I O N A L T H A T P A U L D I D NOT SAY W H O HAVE " R E C E I V E D N O T T H E T R U T H " B E C A U S E I T I S 

A L T O G E T H E R P O S S I B L E FOR A M A N T O R E C E I V E T H E T R U T H , B U T N O T T O R E C E I V E T H E L O V E O F T H E T R U T H , 

T H O S E W H O A R E F O L L O W I N G A F T E R T H E M A N O F S I N A R E T H O S E W H O H A V E N O T R E C E I V E D T H E L O V E O F T H A T 

T R U T H . T H I S I S H I S M E T H O D , H E A T T R A C T S H I S F O L L O W E R S BY P O W E R , BY S I G N S , A N D B Y L Y I N G W O N D E R S 

W H A T H I N D E R E D T H E M A N O F S I N ? T U R M T O V E R S E S S � 7 . " R E M E M B E R Y E M O T . T H A T . W H E N I W A S 

Y E T W I T H Y O U . I T O L D YOU T H E S E T H I N G S ? A N D NOW Y E KNOW W H A T W I T H H O L D E T H THAT HE MIGHT BE RE�

V E A L E O I N H I S T I M E . F O R T H E M Y S T E R Y O F I N I Q U I T Y D O T H A L R E A D Y W O R K ( т н е B E G I N N I N G , T H E I N C E P -

T I O N O F T H I S F A L L I N G A W A Y A N D T H E A P P E A R A N C E O F T H E M A N O F S I N W A S A L R E A D Y H E R E W H E N P A U L W A S 

W R I T I N G . T H I S I S O N E O F T H E E A R L I E S T BOOKS O F T H E N E W T E S T A M E N T ) ; O N L Y H E W H O NOW L E T T E T H , 

W I L L L E T , U N T I L H E B E T A K E N O U T O F T H E W A Y . " H E R E W E A R E T O L D T H E R E I S S O M E T H I N G T H A T H I N D E R S 

T H E A P P E A R A I 4 C E O F T H E M A N O F S I N H I S F U L L F R U I T I O N O R . I F YOU P L E A S E , H I S T A K E � O V E R , W H A T I S 

I T ? T H I S I S O N E O F T H E R E A S O N S T H A T W E HAVE S O M U C H D I F F I C U L T Y W I T H T H E P A S S A G E . T H I S I S O N E 

O F T H E R E A S O N S T H A T T H E P A S S A G E I S S O O B S C U R E T O U S . T H E T H E S S A L O N I A N S K N E W S O M E T H I N G T H A T 

W E DO NOT K N O W . L O O K A T T H E F I F T H V E R S E A G A I N , " R E M E M B E R Y E N O T , T H A T , W H E N I W A S Y E T W I T H 

Y O U , I T O L D Y O U T H E S E T H I N G S ? A N D NOV. Y E KNOW WHAT W I T H H O L D E T H T H A T H E M I G H T B E R E V E A L E D I N 

H I S T I M E . " P A U L S A I D , " Y O U KNOW W H A T I T I S B R E T H R E N . I T O L D Y O U . " B U T H E D I D N ' T T E L L U S , 

A N D V./E J U S T D O N ' T KNOW A N D I T I S P R E T T Y U S E L E S S T O S I T A R O U N D A N D T R Y A N D F I G U R E I T A L L O U T 

A L L W E KNOW I S T H E R E W A S S O M E T H I N G T H A T WAS WITHHOLDING, T H E R E W A S S O M E P O W E R I N T H E WORLD 

T K A T W A S H I N D E R I N G H I S C O M I N G . A N D H E C O U L D HOT C O M E U N T I L T H A T P O W E R HAD B E E N R E M O V E D . і т 

M A Y E V E N H A V E B E E N T H E F A I T H O F T H E B R E T H R E N , B E C A U S E J U S T A S S O O N A S T H A T F A I T H W A S L O S T , 

W H E N T H E C H U R C H F A D A P O S T I T I Z E D , T H E M A N O F S I N C A M E , A N D T H E M A N O F S I N W A S NOT G O I N G T O 

C O M E A L O N E . T H I S M A N O F S I N W A S G O I N G T O HAVE S O M E A L L I E S , N O T I C E V E R S E S 1 1 A N D 1 2 . " A N D 

FOR T H I S C A U S E G O D S H A L L S E N D T H E M ( W H O A R E ™ T H E M " ? T H E Y A R E T H E O N E S BACK I N T H E T E N T H 

V E R S E W H O " R E C E I V E D N O T T H E L O V E O F T H E T R U T H T H A T T H E Y M I G H T B E S A V E D . " ) S T R O N G D E L U S I O N , 

T H A T T H E Y S H O U L D 3 E L I E V E A L I E : T H A T T H E Y A L L M I G H T BE JUDGED ( N O T D A M N E D A S T H E K I N G J A M E S 

V E R S I O N S R E A D . T H O U G H T H E I M P L I C A T I O N I S T H E R E , T H E WORD I S P R O P E R L Y " J U D G E D . " ) V/HO B E L I E V E D 

NOT T H E T R U T H , B U T HAD P L E A S U R E I N U N R I G H T E O U S N E S S . N H E R E A R E T H E A L L I E S O F T H E M A N O F S I N , 

A N D G O D S A I D T H E Y S K A L L B E S E N T A S T R O N G D E L U S I O N , T H E Y A R E G O I N G T O D E G I V E N O V E R T O T H E D E -

C E I T W H I C H C H A R A C T E R I Z E S U N R I G H T E O U S N E S S A N D T H E I R A L L I A N C E W I T H T H E M A N O F S I N I S G O I N G T O 

M A K E T H E I R C O N D E M N A T I O N D O U B L Y S U R E . G O D I S NOT M O C K E D A N D G O D C A N M A K E T H E D I S T I N C T I O N B E -

T W E E N T H O S E W H O H A V E T H E T R U T H A N D T H O S E W H O L O V E T H E T R U T H . G O D I S N O T M O C K E D A N D G O D CAN 
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MAKE THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES OVER TO THE MAN OF SIN AND 

THOSE WHO HAVE NOT. GOD SAYS THAT WHEN MAN CONDUCTS HIMSELF IN SUCH A WAY THAT HIS PRI-

MARY ALLEGIANCE IS TO THE MAN OF SIN AND HE WANTS NOT THE THINGS OF GOD, GOD WILL JUST GIVE 

HIM OVER AND LET HIM GO. T H I S HAS BEEN TRUE IN ALL OF GOD'S DEALINGS WITH MAN. TURN TO THE 

e I S T P S A L M , V E R S E S I I , A N D 1 2 . G O D S A I D , " B U T M Y P E O P L E W O U L D N O T H E A R K E N T O M Y V O I C E �

A N D I S R A E L W O U L D N O N E O F M E . S O I G A V E T H E M U P UITTO T H E I R O W N H E A R T S ' L U S T : A N D T H E Y W A L K E D 

I N THEIR OWN COUNSELS." H E R E GOD WAS TALKING OF H I S OWN PEOPLE I N T H E O L D T E S T A M E N T . H E 

SAID M Y PEOPLE WOULD NONE OF M E , THEY DIDN'T WANT T O HAVE ANYTHING T O DO W I T H M E A N D SO GOD 

JUST CUT T H E M A D R I F T AND L E T T H E M GO AFTER THEIR OWN COUNSEL. T H E Y HAD NOT ACCESS TO T H E 

C O U N S E L S O F G O D . H E D E A L T W I T H T H E G E N T I L E S T H E V E R Y S A M E W A Y . T U R N T O T H E BOOK O F R O -

M A N S 1 . 2 1 � 2 5 A N D T H E R E Y O U W I L L R E A D , " B E C A U S E T H A T , W H E N T H E Y K N E W G O D , T H E Y G L O R I F I E D 

HIM NOT AS G O D , N E I T H E R W E R E T H A N K F U L : BUT B E C A M E VAIN I N THEIR IMAGINATIONS, AND THEIR FOOL-

ISH HEART WAS DARKENED; PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE. THEY BECAME FOOLS, AND CHANGED 

THE GLORY OF THE UNCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO AN IMAGE MADE LIKE TO CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND TO BIRDS, 

AND FOURFOOTED BEASTS,, AND CREEPING THINGS, WHEREFORE GOD ALSO GAVE THEM UP TO UNCLEAN-

NESS THROUGH THE LUSTS OF THEIR OWN HEARTS, TO DISHONOUR THEIR OWN BODIES BETWEEN THEM-

SELVES; W H O C H A N G E D T H E T R U T H O F G O D I N T O A L I E , A N D W O R S H I P P E D A N D S E R V E D T H E C R E A T U R E 

MORE THAN THE CREATOR, WHO IS BLESSED FOR EVER. A M E N . " I DON'T THINK YOU WILL FIND A DAR-

KER DESCRIPTION THAN THIS THAT WE HAVE READ. RELATING TO THE GENTILES WHO WERE ALIENS FROM 

THE COVENANT AND STRANGERS FROM THE PROMISE, WHO, WHILE THEY HAD NOT THE COVENANT, AND 

THEY HAD NOT THE PROMISE OF THE LAW. DID KNOW GOD, BUT DELIBERATELY CHOSE NOT TO RETAIN GOD 

IN THEIR KNOWLEDGE. GOD SAID. K l JUST GAVE THEM UP, I GAVE THEM OVER TO LIVE AFTER THEIR OWN 

LUSTS." 

I THINK WE OUGHT TO ASK OURSLEVES THE QUESTION, "HOW LONG WILL IT BE BEFORE GOD GIVE ME 

OVER?" WHEN I HAVE STEADFASTLY, WHEN I HAVE WILLFULLY. REFUSED TO i3END MY WILL TO THE WILL 

OF GOD, AND WHEN I HAVE DELIBERATELY CHOSEN NOT TO WALK IN THE PATHWAY OF THE TEACHING OF 

GOD'S ETERNAL WAY. Do YOU PRESUME THAT GOD WILL BEAR LONGER WITH YOU? Do YOU PRESUME 

THAT GOD HAS SOME OTHER RULE FOR YOU BECAUSE YOU WORSHIP IN A BUILDING WITH "CHURCH OF 

C H R I S T * O V E R T H E DOOR? I T M A Y J U S T a e . B R E T H R E N , T H E R E I S A G R E A T P O S S I B I L I T Y , T H A T B E -

C A U S E YOU DO G O D M A Y H A V E A D I F F E R E N T R U L E FOR YOU. BUT REST ASSURED IT IS O N E W H I C H I S 

MORE STRINGENT THAN HE WILL APPLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO KNOW THE 

Л/AY AND TO WALK THEREIN. WHEN GOD IS FOR US. WHO CAN BE AGAINST US? WE CAN BE TRIUMPHANT. 

в и т WHEN GOD I S AGAINST, WHEN GOD HAS GIVEN US OVER« WHEREIN I S OUR HOPE? 

T H E MAN OF S I N SHALL COME , BUT P A U L S A I D . ^ B R E T H R E N , DON'T L E T STWORRY V û U . " I T IS GOING 
T O BE T R A G I C , I T I S G O I N G T O HAVE S O M E T R A G I C C O N S E Q U E N C E S , B U T T H E M A N O F S I N , YOU S E E , I S NOT 

GOING T O T R I U M P H , T H E M A N O F S I N I S GOING T O BE D E S T R O Y E D . " A N D T H E N S M A L L T H A T W I C K E D BE R E -

VEALED, W H O M T H E L O R D S H A L L C O N S U M E W I T H T H E S P I R I T O F H I S M O U T H , A N D S H A L L D E S T R O Y W I T H T H E 

BRIGHTNESS O F H I S C O M I N G , " T H I S M A Y W E L L BE T H E S A M E M E S S A G E T H A T W E HAVE A S T H E T H E M E OF 

T H A T GREAT A P O C A L Y P S E , T H E BOOK O F R E V E L A T I O N , W H I C H S A Y S T O T H E C H U R C H . " D O NOT D E S P A I R 

THOUGH T H E T I M E S MAY G E T D A R K . D O NOT D E S P A I R THOUGH T H E GOING M A Y B E C O M E T E D I O U S A N D ROUGH. 

R E S T A S S U R E D T H A T NO M A T T E R HOW DARK T H E DAY M A Y B E C O M E T H E DAWN I S .JUST B E Y O N D , A N D R E S T 

A S S U R E D OF T H I S ONE THING THAT THE FORCES O F E V I L S K A L L NOT T R I U M P H BECAUSE T H E Y A R E OPPOSED 

T O T H E E T E R N A L POWER O F A N . 'ALMIGHTY G O D . " 

W H E N P A U L W R O T E T H E S E W O R D S T O T H E S E B R E T H R E N , i D O N T T H I N K H E D I D SO I N ORDER THAT H E 

MIGHT TELL THEM ABOUT THE MAN OF SIN. i DON'T THINK HE DID SO IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT TELL THEf.i 
ABOUT THE APOSTACY THAT WAS GOING TO COME, I THINK HE TOLD THEM ABOUT THE APOSTACY TKAT WAS 
TO COME AND THE MAN OF SIN WHO WAS GOING TO BE IN ORDER TO ASSURE THEM TKAT BEYOND THESE THING 
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AND AFTER THESE T H I N G S , JESUS C H R I S T WOULD COME A G A I N AS HE HAD BEEN SEEN T O DEPART FROM 

T H E EARTH. HERE I S T H E ENCOURAGEMENT I BELIEVE FOR T H E CHURCH. HERE I S T H E ENCOURAGEMENT 

FOR T H E CHILD OF G O D — т о BE F A I T H F U L EVEN I N T I M E S OF T R I A L . HERE I S T H E ENCOURAGEMENT FOR 

THE CHURCH TO BE FAITHFUL IN DAYS THAT ARE DARK BECAUSE P A U L S A I D THAT T H E S E DAYS ARE TO USHER 

I N T H E DAY OF T H E L O R D . T H E S E DAYS ARE A SIGN THAT J E S U S I S GOING TO C O M E . T H E S E DAYS ARE A 

SIGN THAT THAT GREATEST OF L IGHTS I S GOING TO BREAK FORTH UPON T H E HORIZON A N D WE MAY SEE T H E 

SON OF G O D . DREADFUL A S T H E S E DAYS MAY BE AND DREADFUL A S T H E I R CONSEQUENCES MAY BECOME 

P A U L SAYS THESE THINGS V/ ILL BE SWEPT AWAY. H E I S SAYING т о us THAT C H R I S T W I L L COME A G A I N 

JUST WHEN H E I S MOST NEEDED. C H R I S T W I L L COME A G A I N JUST WHEN H E I S MOST NEEDED. 

B U T NOW BRETHREN L E T U S T H I N K MOT OF T H E SECOND COMING OF C H R I S T , BUT L E T US MAKE OF T H I S 

LESSON A PERSONAL A P P L I C A T I O N I N OUR OWN L I V E S V/HEN. NOT T H E MAN OF SIM A S SUCH, BUT T H E I N -

FLUENCE OF S I N WHICH I S PRESENT I N T H E WORLD COMES TO US A N D WE A R E SORE T R I E D I N T E M P T A T I O N . 

OR L E T US T H I N K OF T H E S E OCCASIONS WHEN T E M P T A T I ON T O DOUBT A N D T O QUESTION COMES T O US B E -

CAUSE OF DARK DAYS OF DISAPPOINTMENT AND SAD PARTING V/HICH I S CAUSED BY D E A T H , A N D L E T U S REA-

L I Z E THAT THESE ARE SIGNS TO U S . NOT SIGNS THAT WE SHOULD DESPAIR, NOT SIGNS THAT WE SHOULD 

DISTRUST, BUT RATHER SIGNS THAT WE SHOULD LOOK MORE CLOSELY TO J E S U S C H R I S T FOR H E SHALL BE 

NEAR. I N OUR PERSONAL L I V E S C H R I S T V/ILL COME V/HEN HE I S MOST NEEDED. C H R I S T LOVES THOSE WHO 

ARE His BRETHREN. GOD LOVES THOSE WHO ARE H I S CHILDREN, GOD DOES HOT LEAVE U S , A N D THANKS BE 

TO GOD THAT H E DOES NOT LEAVE U S TO FACE THESE MOMENTS A L O N E . I F WE FACE T H E M A L O N E , A N D I F 

THROUGH T H E T I M E S OF TEMPTATIO N A N D DARKNESS WE F E E L A L O N E , I T I S NOT BECAUSE JESUS I S NOT NEAR 

I T I S BECAUSE WE W I L L NOT OPEN OUR EYES AND OPEN OUR HEARTS. C H R I S T W I L L COME WHEN HE I S MOST 

HEEDED. 

I F YOU ARE TONIGHT WITHOUT T H E S A V I O R , HOW YOU NEED H I M . C H R I S T W I L L COME TO YOU TONIGHT 

I F YOU W I L L COME TO C H R I S T . C H R I S T WENT TO C A L V A R Y . F R O M CALVARY H E WENT TO HEAVEN, A N D 

FROM HEAVEN H E ISSUES AN I N V I T A T I O N , " C O M E UNTO M E , " T H E ONLY WAY THAT VOU CAN GO INTO T H E 

PRESENCE OF T H E F A T H E R I N HEAVEN I S TO COME BY H I M WHO I S T H E WAY, T H E T R U T H , A N D T H E L I F E , 

AND I T I S TO THAT WAY, A N D INTO THAT WAY. THAT JESUS BIDS YOU COME I N F A I T H , F A I T H EXPRESSED, 

FAITH SEEN I N A CHANGE OF L I F E — R E P E N T A N C E ; F A I T H SEEN I N T H E CONFESSION OF THAT F A I T H I N J E S U S 

CHRIST THAT T H E WORLD MAY HEAR; F A I T H SEEN I N YOUR BEING OBEDIENT T O T H E LORD I N BAPTIS M TI�IAT TI 

OLD MAN MIGHT BE BURIED A N D T H E NEW MAN MIGHT COME FORTH. AND THROUGH T H E S E THINGS YOU STAND 

ON T H E OTHER SIDE W I T H S I N S FORGIVEN, WASHED I N T H E BLOOD OF T H E L A M B , I F YOU HAVE DONE THESE 

THINGS AND YOU HAVE WANDERED AWAY. CHRIST STANDS WAITING EVEN NOW T O RECEIVE YOU I F YOU W I L L 

COME, WE SING T H I S SONG T O ENCOURAGE YOU. ME PRAY QUIETLY FOR YOU. WON'T YOU COME WHILE 

WE STAND AND SING? 


