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O U R L E S S O M T O N I G H T D E A L S W I T H T H E S U B J E C T " T Y P E S O F S I N . " A N D I T M A Y S E E M R A T H E R O D D — 

I T DOES TO M E — T H A T , VJHEN YOU COME TO STUDY A LESSON DEALING W I T H T Y F ES OF S I N A N D YOU STUDY 

THAT SUBJECT FROM A BOOK WHICH I S WRITTE N TO T E L L US ABOUT S I N A N D HOW WE MAY BE REDEEMED 

FROM ST, YOU CANNOT F I N D A T E X T WHICH DIRECTLY RELATES, WHICH L I S T S A L L OF T H E TYPES OF S I N 

THAT MEN MAY C O M M I T . S O M E MIGHT SUGGEST THAT WE TURN TO I JOHN Z'. I 5 , 1 7 A N D THERE WE W I L L 

F IND AN ADEQUATE L I S T I N G OF TYPES OF S I N . F O R JOHN THERE WROTE, " L O V E NOT T H E WORLD, NEITHER 

T H E T H I N G S T H A T A R E I N T H E W O R L D . î F A N Y M A N L O V E T H E W O R L D , T H E L O V E O F T H E F A T H E R I S N O V I N 

H I M . FOR A L L THAT IS I S I N T H E WORLD, T H E LUST OF T H E F L E S H , AND T H E LUST OF T H E EYES, AND T H E 
PRIDE OF L I F E , I S NOT OF T H E F A T H E R , BUT I S OF T H E WORLD. A N D T H E WORLD PASSETH A W A Y . AND THE 
LUST THEREOF: BUT HE THAT DOETH T H E W I L L OF GOD ABIDETH FOR EVER. " OTHERS MIGHT SUGGEST THAT 
W E GO т о I J O H N з'.а W H E R E W E F I N D T H A T " S I N I S T H E T R A N S G R E S S S O N O F T H E L A W . " A N D I F W E G O T H E N 

TO T H E F I F T H CHAPTER A N D T H E SEVENTEENTH VERSE WE CAN ADD ANOTHER OBSERVATION WHICH SAYS THAT 

" A L L UNRIGHTEOUSNESS I S S I N . " B U T WHEN YOU BEGIN TO LOOK A T T H E S E VERSES VERY CAREFULLY YOU 

DISCOVER THAT THERE I S NOT ONE OF T H E M WHICH T E L L S US KINDS OR TYPES OF S I N . T H E F I R S T ONE T E L L S 

US THREE AVENUES THROUGH WHICH AND BY WHICH WE MAY BE T E M P T E D . T H E SECOND OF T H E VERSES T E L L S 

US THAT S I N I S TRANSGRESSION O F T H E L A W . T E L L S US WHAT S I N I S , BUT NOT WHAT KINDS OF S I N S MAY BE 

C O M M I T T E D , T H E THIRD OF T H E S E VERSES T E L L S US T H E NATURE OF S I N THAT I S , THAT A L L S I N I S U N -

RIGHTEOUSNESS, A L L S I N I S BEING U N L I K E G O D — B U T S T I L L I T DOES NOT D E L I N E A T E , I T DOES NOT L I S T T H E 

VARIOUS WAYS I N WHICH M E N CAN S I N . S O I T H I N K I N OUR LESSON TOTLTGHT WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO GO 

BEYOND SOME VERY B A S I C STATEMENTS OF T H I S NATURE. W E ARE GOING T O HAVE T O BE GENERAL, BUT YET 

SPECIFIC AND THAT I S PRETTY HARD TO D O . WE ARE GOING TO HAVE T O LOOK INTO T H E SCRIPTURE AND FROM 

T H E THINGS TKA T I T DOES SAY ASCERTAIN T H E VERY BASIC WAYS I N WHICH MAN CAN S I N . 

C E R T A I N L Y , WHEN WE L I S T T H E TYPES OF S I N , T H E KINDS OF S I N S THAT M E N CAN C O M M I T , WE ARE GOING 

TO HAVE TO BE VERY, VERY B A S I C . FOR I F WE ARE NOT, WE COULD MAKE A RATHER LENGTHY L I S T AND WE 

COULD SPEND NOT JUST ONE L E S S O N , BUT ! GUESS A THOUSAND LESSONS DISCUSSING A L L OF T H E DIFFERENT 

KINDS OF SINS THAT MEN CAN C O M M I T . W E MIGHT END UP L I K E T H E PREACHER WHO PRODUCED SUCH A U S T . 

A N D ON H I S L I S T HE MAD 3 6 0 WAYS I N WHICH MEN CAN S I N , H E RECEIVED LETTER S FROM A L L OVER T H E 

NATION WANTING THAT L I S T BY PEOPLE WHO, HEARING THAT HE HAD THAT A M O U N T , COULD FIGURE OUT A 

L E S S E R A M O U N T A N D W E R E A F R A I D T H E Y W E R E M I S S I N G S O M E T H I N G . T H E Y W A N T E D H I S L I S T I N O R D E R т н д г 

THEY MIGHT BE DIRECTED INTO FULLER A C T I V I T I E S I N T H E REALM OF S I N . S O WE ARE NOT A F T E R T H I S KIND 

OF SPECIFICATION. WE WANT TO LOOK AT T H E VERY BASIC WAY I N WHICH MAN CAN S I N O R , I F YOU P L E A S E , 

TO USE T H E D E F I N I T I O N , T H E BASIC VUAYS THAT M E N CAN TRANSGRESS T H E LAW OF G O D . 

I BELIEVE WHEN A L L I S .SAID A N D DONE THAT THESE WAYS OR KINDS OF S I N S THAT MAN CAN C O M M I T 

CAN BE READILY REDUCED TO THREE BASIC WAYS I N WHICH MAN CAN TRANSGRESS T H E LAW OF G O D . O N E OF 

THESE, A N D PERHAPS T H E MOST OBVIOUS OF T H E S E , I S S I M P L Y . WE TRANSGRESS T H E LAW OF GOD BY DOING 

T H A T W H I C H I S W R O N G . T H I S I S W H A T V / E C O M M O N L Y R E F E R T O A S A S í N O F C O M M I S S I O N , T H A T I S . S O M E -

T H I N G W H I C H I S S I N F U L B E C A U S E O F C E R T A I N A C T S W H I C H W E A R E C O M M I T T I N G , C E R T A I N T H I N G S T K A T W E 

ARE DOING. T H E R E ARE SOME BASIC OBSERVATIONS WHICH NEED TO BE MADE RELATIVE TO T H I S TYP E OF 
S I N AND ONE OF THEM I S TKAT WE CAN S I N , WE CAN TRANSGRESS T H E LAW OF GOD POSIT IVELY EVEN THOUGH 
I S DONE I N IGNORANCE. IGNORANCE OF T H E DIV INE REQUIREMENTS DOES NOT RELIEVE MAN FROM BEING R E -
S P O N S I B L E FOR H I S DEED. INDEED. I WOULD THINK I T WOULD BE SAFE TO SAY THAT IGNORANCE OF T H E D I -
VINE REQUIREMENTS OM THE PART OF MOST INDIVIDUALS I S I N AND OF I T S E L F A S I N . E T H I N K T H I S I S ESPECIA/. -Y 
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TRUE IN MY CASE, AND I THINK IT IS ESPECIALLY TRUE IN YOUR CASE. FOR YOU AND i SIT TONIGHT AS IN -
DIVIDUALS WHO HAVE CONSTANT OPPORTUNITIES TO STUDY AND BE LED IN THE STUDY OF THE WORD OF GOD. 
I WOULD HATE TO GO TO HELL FROM LUBBOCK, TEXAS, SIMPLY BECAUSE IN LUBBOCK, TEXAS, WE ARE IN 
THE MIDST OF A SPIRITUAL INVIHONMENT WHICH IS GREATER THAN SOME AREAS, BECAUSE WE ARE EXPOSED 
TO MORE RELIGIOUS INFLUENCES THAN MAN MIGHT BE IN OTHER AREAS, AND BECAUSE WE ARE SITTING IN 
THE MIDST OF OPEN El BLES. WHILE THE IGNORANCE OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE NOT THE OPPORTUNITIES TKAT 
YOU HAVE AND 8 HAVE, MAY SERVE AS AN EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCE, THOUGH NOT ONE THAT WOULD BRING 
TO THEM FORGIVENESS, THIS WOULD NOT OPERATE IN MY CASE AND IN YOURS. FOR IN MY CASE AND IN YOURS,, 
WHERE WE ARE SO MUCH EXPOSED TO THE WORD OF GOD, IGNORANCE ON OUR PART IS MORE THAN LIKELY A 
WILLFUL IGNORANCE OF THE WORD. WE FALL INTO TKAT CATEGORY WHICH THE APOSTLE PETER DESCR5BED 
WHEN HE SAID OF SOME WHO DENIED THE RESURRECTION SAYING THAT IT WAS PAST ALREADY, THAT THESE 
THINGS THEY ARE W'M-PT'-'-V IGNORANT OF. SOMETIMES I THINK THE REASON THAT WE CONTINUE IN IGNO-
RANCE O F T H E W O R D O F G O D I S B E C A U S E S O M E H O W W E F E E L T H A T I F W E T U R N OUR E Y E S A W A Y F R O M I T A N D 

WE DON'T LEARN IT , THEN WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBILE FOR I T . THIS IS NOT SO. SOME OF YOU STUDENTS 
BEFORE LONG ARE GOING TO MEET JUDGMENT DAY. IN HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE THAT IS CALLED FINAL EX-
AMINATION. W H E N YOU GO I N T O T H E C L A S S R O O M T O T A K E YOUR F I N A L E X A M I N A T I O N , I T I S NOT G O I N G T O DO 
T O O M U C H GOOD FOR Y O U , A T L E A S T I T N E V E R D I D FOR M E , T O GO U P T O T H E P R O F E S S O R A N D S A Y , " W E L L , 
NOW P O R F E S S O R , I H A V E N ' T READ T H E T E X T , I H A V E N ' T B E E N E X P O S E D T O W H A T I S I N I T , T H E R E F O R E í A M 
N O T R E S P O N S I B I L E F O R I T . " Y O U K A D T H E T E X T . і т W A S I N Y O U R P O S S E S S I O N , A N D Y O U J U S T D I D N ' T G O T O 

T H E TROUBLE TO READ I T . A N D Y E T , SOMEHOW WE SEEM T O F E E L THAT WHEN WE GO T O T H E DAY OF JUDG-

MENT, THAT GREAT FINAL EXAMINATION FOR T H E SOULS OF M E N , THAT WE CAN GO INTO T H E PRESENCE OF 

GOD AND SOMEHOW, BECAUSE WE HAVE KEPT OUR B I B L E S CLOSED, BE EXCUSED FROM A N Y EXAMINATION ON 

T H E CONTENTS THEREOF. I T H I N K S O M E T I M E S T H E REASON FOR OUR IGNORANCE I S MORE INDIFFERENCE THAN 

PERHAPS ANYTHING E L S E . B U T IGNORANCE I S NO EXCUSE. 

WHAT ABOUT IGNORANCE T H A T I S DUE T O A LACK OF OPPORTUNITY? W E HAVE BEEN T A L K I N G ABOUT THOSE 

WHO ARE IGNORANT I N S P I T E OF OPPORTUNITIES . WHAT ABOUT IGNORANCE WHERE THERE I S A LACK OF O P -

PORTUNITY, WHERE A MAN D I D NOT HAVE T H E OPPORTUNITY T O KNOW T H E G O S P EL OF J E S U S C H R I S T ? T H E 

ONLY ANSWER I CAN GIVE I S TKAT WHICH I S GIVEN SN LUKE 1 2 : 4 1 � 4 8 WHICH SAYS THAT WHEN PUNISHMENT 

I S METED TO THOSE VI/HO D I D NOT T H E MASTERS W I L L TKAT THAT SERVANT WHO KNEW NOT H I S MASTER'S 

W I L L AND DID I T NOT SHALL BE BEATEN, BUT W I T H FEW S T R I P E S . і т DOES SAY THAT THERE ARE SOME E X �

TUNUATING CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT NOT TKAT T H E INDIVIDUAL WHO I S IGNORANT EVEN THOUGH HE LACKED O P -

PORTUNITY W I L L BE RECEIVED INTO T H E BOSOM OF HEAVEN. WT CAN S I N P O S I T I V E L Y , EVEN THOUGH I T I S 

DONE I N IGNORANCE. 

W E MAY S I N POSITIVELY BY DOING SOMETHING TKAT I S NOT WRONG I N A N D OF I T S E L F BECAUSE WE ARE 

SINNING AGAINST CONSCIENCE. I N ROMANS 1 4 : 2 3 WE READ T H I S RATHER STRONG LANGUAGE, " A N D HE THAT 

DOUBTETH I S DAMNED I F KE EAT V BECAUSE HE EATETH NOT OF F A I T H : FOR WHATSOEVER I S NOT OF FAITH I S 

S I N . " I T H I N K S O M E OF M Y BRETHREN HAVE M I S A P P L I E D THAT VERSE. T H E Y HAVE SAID THAT I F YOU C A N T 

F I N D I T I N T H E B I B L E , YOU C A N T DO I T . OTHERS REDUCE TKAT T O T H E ABSURD BY S I M P L Y SAYING, T H E N 

YOU CAN'T HAVE NEWSPAPERS, YOU C A N T HAVE CHURCH BUILDINGS, BECAUSE T H E Y ARE NOT I N T H E BLBLE 

AND I F FAIT H COMES BY HEARING T H E WORD OF GOD THEN T H E S E THINGS ARE NOT OF F A I T H AND YOU C A N T 

USE T H E M . • BASED UPON T H E REASONING THAT WAS PRESENTED TO T H E M . T H E Y ARE ABSOLUTELY RIGHT . 

BUT I F YOU W I L L GO TO ROMANS T H E FOURTEENTH CHAPTER, YOU W I L L NOT BE TOO LONG I N ASCERTAINING 

THAT T H E FAITH WHICH I S SPOKEN OF HERE I S NOT T H E F A I T H OF T H E WORD OF G O D . і т I S NOT T H E S Y S -

T E M OF FAITH TKAT WAS DELIVERED BY JESUS C H R I S T . і т I S NOT T H E PERSONAL F A I T H THAT ONE HAS I N 

CHRIST A S T H E S O N OF G O O . I T I S H I S PERSONAL F E E L I N G , H I S CONSCIENCE I F YOU PLEASE, BY WHICH 

HE DETERMINES WHAT I S RIGHT A N D V/HAT I S WRONG. P A U L I S SAYING THAT I F YOU DOUBT, I F ACCORDING 

TO YOUR CONSCIENCE I T I S WRONG T O DO T H I S THING EVEN THOUGH I T («AY BE MORALLY P E R M I S S I B L E , THEN 
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FOR YOU IT IS A SIN. WHY DOES THE LORD MAKE IT A SIN TO SIN AGAINST YOUR CONSCIENCE? WHEN YCU 

BELIEVE A THING THAT IS RIGHT IS WRONG, WHY, WHEN YOU DO THAT RIGHT THING, DOES IT BECOME WRONG 

FOR YOU? WHY DO YOU SIN AGAINST YOUR CONSCIENCE? SIMPLY BECAUSE THE CONSCIENCE WHICH GOD HAS 

GIVEN YOU IS ONE OF THE MOST PRECIOUS THINGS TKAT YOU HAVE OF GOD, AND TKAT CONSCIENCE MUST BE 

PROTECTED, THAT CONSCIENCE MUST BE KEPT PLIABLE SO THAT WHEN YOU LEARN THE WORD OF GOD, WHEN 

YOU HEAR THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, THAT CONSCIENCE WILL RESPOND. WHEN A MAN SINS AGAINST HIS 

CONSCIENCE, HE KASTENS THE DAY OF WHICH PAUL WROTE IN I TIMOTHY 4Г2 WHEN HE DESCRIBED SOME AND 

SAID THEIR CONSCIENCE WAS SEARED AS WITH A HOT IRON. IN OTHER WORDS, THEIR CONSCIENCE HAD BE-

COME SO HARDENED THAT IT COULD NOT RESPOND ANYMORE. ІТ NO LONGER APPRECIATED THE DISTINCTION 

BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG. YOU POSITIVELY DO EVIL WHEN YOU SIN AGAINST THE CONSCIENCE THAT GOD 

GAVE YOU. 

YOU COMMIT A SIN OF COMMISSION WHEN YOU ARE ENGAGED IN THAT WHICH MIGHT BE DEFINED AS DOC-

TRINAL ERROR. THERE ARE THOSE IN OUR WORLD WHO BELIEVE THAT A MAN'S DOCTRINE DOESN'T MAKE ANY 

DIFFERENCE, WHO BELIEVE THAT AS LONG AS A MAN IS SINCERE AND HONEST, THIS IS ALL THE LORD RE-

QUIRES, IF HE LIVES A GOOD MORAL LIFE. AND IF HE LIVES A GOOD. MORAL LIFE THEN THERE CAN BE NO 

SINS OF COMMISSION. T H I S IS NOT WHAT THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACHES. IN I I JOHN 9 , JOHN SAID, "WHO-

SOEVER TRANSGRESSETH, (THERE IS THE WORD, THAT IS THE WORD WE ARE TALKING ABOUT, THE TRANSGRES-

SION OF SIN) AND ABIDETH NOT IN THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, HATH NOT GOD. HE TKAT ABIDETH IN THE DOC-

TRINE O F C H R I S T , H E H A T H B O T H T H E F A T H E R A N D T H E S O N . " W R O N G D O C T R I N E C A N R E N D E R E V E R Y O T H E R 

THING THAT MAN WOULO OFFER, UP TO AND INCLUDING WORSHIP, UNACCEPTABLE TO THE FATHER. MATTHEW 

i s : 9 , " В и т I N V A I N T H E Y D O W O R S H I P M E , T E A C H I N G FOR D O C T R I N E S T H E C O M M A N D M E N T S O F M E N . " W E CAN 

THEN, SIN POSITIVELY BY ACCEPTING DOCTRINAL ERROR. 

Вит GENERALLY WHEN WE SPEAK OF SINS O F COMMISSION WE BEGIN T O ASSOCIATE T H E S E P O S I T I V E A C T S 

W I T H T H A T S I N W H I C H I N T H E B L B L E I S C A L L E D P R E S U M P T U O U S S I N . I W A N T T O G O T O T H E O L D T E S T A M E N T 

A N D READ T W O V E R S E S F R O M N U M B E R S 1 5 I 3 0 , 3 1 , " B U T T H E S O U L T H A T D O E T H O U G H T P R E S U M P T U O U S L Y , 

W H E T H E R H E B E BORN I N T H E L A N D , OR A S T R A N G E R , T H E S A M E R E P R O A C H E T H T H E L O R D ' , A N D T K A T S O U L 

í T K A T I S T H E S O U L T H A T S I N N E T H P R E S U M P T U O U S L Y ) S H A L L B E C U T O F F F R O M A M O N G H I S P E O P L E . B E -

C A U S E H E H A T H D E S P I S E D T H E W O R D O F T H E L . O R D , A N D H A T H B R O K E N H I S C O M M A N D M E N T , T H A T S O U L S H A L L 

U T T E R L Y B E C U T O F F ; H I S I N I Q U I T Y S H A L L B E U P O N H I M . N T H E P S A L M I S T D A V I D I N P S A L M S IS* . 1 3 S A I D , 

" K E E P BACK T H Y S E R V A N T A L S O F R O M P R E S U M P T U O U S S I N S ; L E T T H E M NOT H A V E D O M I N I O N O V E R M E : T H E N 

S H A L L I BE U P R I G H T , A N D I S H A L L BE I N N O C E N T F R O M (AND H E I S S P E A K I N G H E R E R E M E M B E R O F P R E S U M P -

T U O U S S I N ) T H E GREAT T R A N S G R E S S I O N , " I KNOW T H A T W E H A V E S A I D , A N D S A I D C O R R E C T L Y . T H A T W E C A N -

N O T , A S I T W E R E M E A S U R E S I N , T H A T W E CANNOT SAY T H A T T H E S E S I N S A R E G R E A T A N D T H E S E S I N S A R E 

S M A L L BECAUSE S I N C O M M I T T E D A G A I N S T G O D I S S I N , P E R I O D , NOT S I N GREAT OR S I N S M A L L . B U T Y E T 

T H E R E I S A S E N S E I N W H I C H W E M A Y S A Y T H A T T H E R E »S A C H E A T T R A N S G R E S S I O N A N D A L E S S E R T R A N S -

G R E S S I O N , A N D I T D O E S N O T H A V E T O DO W I T H T H E A C T S . T H E S A M E A C T M A Y I N O N E I N S T A N C E B E A 

GREAT T R A N S G R E S S I O N A N D T H E S A M E A C T ON A N O T H E R OCCASION M A Y B E A T R A N S G R E S S I O N T H A T I S NOT 

G R E A T . W H A T T H E N M A K E S T H E D I F F E R E N C E ? T H E A C T DOES NOT M A K E T H E D I F F E R E N C E . T H E T H I N G 

T H A T M A K E S T H E D I F F E R E N C E I S T H E A T T I T U D E WITH W H I C H T H E A C T I S C O M M I T T E D . W H E N T H E A C T 

COMMITTED IS DONE PRESUMPTUOUSLY IT IS A GREAT TRANSGRESSION. WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS 
OF THIS GREAT TRANSGRESSION? IN THESE VERSES TKAT WE READ THERE WERE AT LEAST THREE CHARAC-
TERISTICS OF TUE GREAT TRANSGRESSION SET FORTH FOR US. ONE OF THEM IS TKAT THERE HAS BEEN A 
POSITIVE BREACH OF THE LAW OF GOD. DAVID HAD BROKEN GOD'S COMMANDMENT. THE SECOND CHARAC-
TERISTIC IS CONTEMPT OF THE W ORD OF THE L.ORD. DAVID HAD DESPISED THE WORD OF THE LORD. HE 
HAD DESPISED THE WORD OF GOD'S COMMANDMENT BY DISREGARDING ITS AUTHORITY. HE HAD DESPISED 
THE WORD OF PROMISE BY DISREGARDING THE ENCOURAGMENT TKAT IT GIVES TO OBEDIENCE. HE HAD DE-
SPISED THE WORD OF THREATENING BY SETTING AT NOUGHT ITS OESIGN AND ITS POWER TO DETER INDIVID-
UALS FROM SIN. THE THIRD CHARACTERISTIC OF PRESUMUOUS SIN AS THAT IT IS BLASPHEMY AGAINST 
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GOD, FOR T H E WRITER SAID IN NUMBERS THAT "THE SAME REPROACHETH, (OR WE MIGHT ALSO TRANSLATE, 
T H E SAME REVILETH OR T H E SAME RLASPHEMETHì T H E L O R D , " H E BLASPHEMES AGAINST G O D . H E BLAS-
PHEMES T H E OMINSCIENCE OF GOO AS I F GOO EITHER DID NOT OR COULD NOT KNOW. H E BLASPHEMES T H E 
HOLINESS OF G O D , AS I F GOD DID NOT CARE. H E BLASPHEMES T H E TRUTH OF GOD AS I F . HAVING SPOKEN, 
GOD WOULD NOT KEEP T H E PROMISE THAT H E HAD G I V E N . H E BLASPHEMES T H E POWER OF GOD AS I F GOD 
DID NOT HAVE T H E CAPACITY TO REACH OUT, AS I F H I S ARM WERE SHORTENED AND H E COULD NOT S T R I K E . 
H E ACTS AS THOUGH T H E COMMANDS OF GOD WERE HARSH, AS I F H I S AUTHORITY WAS OF NO ACCOUNT, AS 
I F THE FAVOR OF GOD I S L I T T L E TO BE PRIZED AND AS I F T H E PUNISHMENT OF GOD I S L I T T L E TO BE FEARED. 
SURELY WE CAN SEE AS WE LOOK A T THESE CHARACTERISTICS OF PRESUMPTUOUS S I N THAT T H I S I S INDEED 
A GREAT T R A N S G R E S S I O N , T H A T I T I S I N D E E D A H E I N O U S A C T I N T H E S I G H T O F G O D . і т I N V O L V E S B O L D N E S S 

I N E V I L , H E WHO DOES I T DOES NOT FEAR. I T INVOLVES ARROGANCE I N E V I L FOR H E WHO DOES I T ELEVATES 

H I M S E L F AGAINST G O D . INDEED, I T ALMOST' S E E M S TKAT HE EQUATES H I M S E L F W I T H GOD A N D RAISES H I S 

HAND AS I T WERE T O GOD I N C O M M I T T I N G T H E S I N AGAINST H I M . S T INVOLVES IRREVERENCE TOWARD GOO, 

A LACK OF GODLY FEAR. A N D SURELY I T INDICATES THAT HE WHO C O M M I T S I T HAS CONFIDENCE THAT HE CAN 

ESCAPE T H E PUNISHMENT THAT GOD W I L L I N F L I C T . B U T SUCH HE SHALL NOT DO. T H E WRITER OF NUMBERS 

ALSO SAID TKAT PUNISHMENT FOR T H I S PRESUMPTUOUS S I N SHALL BE D E A T H . I I P E T E R 2 : 1 0 . I N T H E NINTH 

VERSE PETER HAS BEEN TA L KING ABOUT S O M E V/HOM GOD I S A B L E T O RESERVE UNTO JUDGMENT THAT THEY 

MIGHT BE PUNISHED, T H E N H E SPECIFICALLY DESCRIBES S O M E , A N D I N T H E CHARACTERISTICS WHICH HE 

GIVES T H E M I N T H E T E N T H VERSE HE SAYS, " . . .PRESUMPTUOUS ARE T H E Y . S E L F � W I L L E D ; T H E Y ARE NOT 

AFRAID TO SPEAK E V I L OF D I G N I T I E S . " S O HERE WE HAVE T H E FACT THAT THOSE WHO ENGAGE I N P R E S U M P -

TUOUS S I N SHALL O I E ETERNAL DEATH. GOD DEFIED W I L L VINDICATE HLS A U T H O R I T Y . HLS THREATENINGS DE-

SPISED, GOD W I L L TERRIBLY EXECUTE T H E M AGAINST H I M WHO DESPISED T H E M . GOD'S MERCY DESPISED 

W I L L INVOLVE THOSE WHO DESPISE I T I N FEARFUL RETRIBUTION. 

THE SECOND TYPE OF SIN, AND WE'LL NOT SPEND MUCK T I M E HERE FOR THIS REALLY PRECEDES THE 
F I R S T , I S T H I N K I N G WRONG. I N M A T T H E W 1 5 : 1 8 , 1 9 J E S U S S A I D , " B U T THOSE T H I N G S WHICH PROCEED OUT 

OF T H E MOUTH COME FORTH FROM T H E HEART: AND THEY D E F I L E T H E M A N . F O R OUT OF T H E HEART PROCEED 

EVIL THOUGHTS, MURDERS, A D U L T E R I E S , FORNICATIONS, T H E F T S , FALSE W I T N E S S , B L A S P H E M I E S . " JESUS 

HAS SAID HERE THAT WRONG T H I N K I N G INEVITABLY RESULTS I N WRONG DOING. H E R E AGAIN MANY OF US MAKE 

A FATAL, AN ETERNALLY FATAL ERROR. FOR SOMEHOW WE SEEM T O F E E L TKAT I F WE CAN KEEP W I T H I N T H E 

CONFINES OF OUR M I N D OUR WRONG AND OUR E V I L THOUGHTS, I F SOMEHOW WE CAN KEEP T H E M FROM BLOS-

SOMING FORTH, FROM BEARING T H E I R NATURAL F R U I T WHICH I S T H E E V I L D E E D , THAT W E HAVE NOT S I N N E D , 

Y O U SEE OUR MISTAKE I S T H E M I S T A K E TKAT GOD'S PEOPLE MADE I N T H E LONG AGO. NOT S I M P L Y THINKING 

THAT GOD I S L I K E M A N , BUT I N T H E LANGUAGE OF T H E S C R I P T U R E , " T H I N K I N G THAT GOD I S ALTOGETHER 

L I K E M A N . " F O R WE CAN HIDE OUR THOUGHTS, YOU S E E , FROM ONE ANOTHER, A N D T H I N K I N G THAT GOD I S 

ALTOGETHER L I K E M A N , WE BELIEVE THAT WE CAN HIDE OUR THOUGHTS FROM Goo. B U T SUCK I S NOT T H E 

CASE. T H E WRITER OF.PROVERBS I N CHAPTER TWENTY�FOUR A N D VERSE N I N E S A I D , " T H E THOUGHT OF FOOL-

ISHNESS I S S I N . " A N D T H E THOUGHT OF FOOLISHNESS COULD NOT BE S I N UNLESS GOD HAD T H E CAPACITY TO 

LOOK I N UPON T H E M I N D DOING T H E T H I N K I N G AND SEE T H E THOUGHTS. F O R GOD WOULD NOT KNOW OF T H E 

THOUGHT T O CHARGE I T TO H I M WHO THOUGHT I T UNLESS H E HAD SUCH A B I L I T Y . 

WE SIN BY DOING WRONG, WE SIN BY THINKING WRONG, AND THIRDLY .Ü1ÍERE ARE THOSE S INS WHICH 
ARE CALLED S INS OF OMMISS ION. JAMES A'.17, "THEREFORE TO H I M THAT KNOWETH TO DO GOOD, AND 
DOETH I T NOT. TO H I M I T IS S I N . " NOW AS WE HAVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT S INS OF COMMISSION AND 
ABOUT THINKING WRONG, YOU HAVE LISTENED ATTENTIVELY AND I APPRECIATE I T , BUT I WANT YOU TO 
LISTEN EXTRA CAREFULLY HERE, AND I HOPE T H E PREACHER W I L L L ISTEN T O O . I BELIEVE THAT T H E M A -
JORITY OF GOD'S PEOPLE V/HO SHALL BE TURNED AWAY FROM T H E GATES OF GLORY IN T H E DAY OF JUDGMENT 
WILL BE TURNED AWAY, NOT BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY HAVE DONE, BUT BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY HAVE NOT 
DONE. T H I S I S HOW WE GENERALLY MEASURE OUR GOODNESS. WHEN PEOPLE ASK US HOW GOOD WE ARE 
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W E G E N E R A L L Y S T A R T T E L L I N G T H E M W H A T W E D O N T D O . " I D O N ' T D O T H I S , I D O N T D O T H A T , I D O N T 

DO T H E OTHER, AND 1 A M NOT GUILTY OF TKAT OTHER T H I N G , R' SOMEHOW WE T H I N K BECASE THERE I S I N 

US T H I S KIND OF NEGATIVE GOODNESS THAT WE ARE S A I L I N G ON A SMOOTH SEA T O GLORY, BUT SUCH I S NOT 

T H E CASE. W E ARE L I K E JONAH. W E ARE DOWN I N T H E HOLD OF T H E S H I P A S L E E P A N D W E D O N T KNOW T H E 

STORM I S GOING O N . S O M E T H I N G NEEDS T O COME T O WAKE US U P , T O I M P R E S S UPON US THAT THERE AREN'T 

GOING T O BE ANY PEWS I N HEAVEN T O BE F I L L E D , THAT A MAN WHO HAS CALLUSES ONLY WHERE H E S I T S FROM 

WORSHIP A N D NOT CALLUSES ON H I S HANDS WHERE HE LABOR5 FOR T H E LORD I S A MAN WHO DOESN'T HAVE 

MUCH HOPE OF GLORY. HOW T H I S I S I M P R E S 5 E D UPON US I N T H E PARABLE OF T H E T A L E N T S WHEN T H E M A S -

TER DISTRIBUTED T H E M T O H I S SERVANTS, E A C H OF T H E M RECEIVED S O M E T H I N G . T H A T OUGHT T O T E L L US 

S O M E T H I N G R I G H T A W A Y . S O M E O F U S S A Y , " W E L L , W E D O N T S E R V E B E C A U S E W E D O N T H A V E A N Y T A L E N T . " 

DO YOU BELIEVE JESUS WAS M I S T A K E N WHEN HE S A I D TKAT EVERY SERVANT RECEIVES SOMETHING? O N E 

THING I S T R U E , EITHER YOU ARE MISTAKEN OR H E I S , AND I F YOU ARE R I G H T , H E I S WRONG. I F YOU HAVE 

B E E N S A Y I N G , " I D O N T H A V E A N Y T A L E N T , " A N D Y O U B E L I E V E I T I S T R U E , T H E N Y O U B E L I E V E J E S U S U E O 

I N THAT PARABLE. T H A T I S WHAT I T AMOUNTS T O . NOW I F YOU DON'T BELIEVE THAT CONCLUSION, WHICH 

I S T H E CONCLUSION WHICH WE MIGH T GATHER FROM YOUR FORMER P O S I T I O N , T H E N CHANGE YOUR P O S I T I O N . 

BEGIN TO LOOK FOR T H E T A L E N T THAT T H E M A S T E R GAVE T O EVERY SERVANT. EVERY SERVANT HAD SOME 

AND WHEN T H E MASTER RETURNED T H E SERVANT WHO RECEIVED JUST T H E ONE W A S N T CONDEMNED BECAUSE 

TKAT WAS A L L HE HAD. HOW MANY SERMONS HAVE WE HEARD WHICH IMPRESSED UPON U S THAT H E WAS CON-

DEMNED BECAUSE HE D I D NOT USE THAT WHICH T H E LORD GAVE TO H I M . C H R I S T I A N S W I L L BE CURSED FOR 

DOING NOTHING. A F T E R A L L , DO YOU BELIEVE TONIGHT THAT YOU ARE BETTER THAN T H E S O N OF GOO? 

JESUS SAID I N JOHN э : 4 , " I MUST WORK T H E WORKS OF H I M THAT SENT M E . " I N JOHN 5:17 J E S U S S A I D , 

" M Y F A T H E R WORKETH HITHERTO, A N D I WORK. " SOMEHOW I A M CONSTRAINED TO BELIEVE THAT I T IS 

NOTHING SHORT OF BLASPHEMY FOR U S T O STAND U P I N T H E FACE OF GOD A N D SAY, "I DONT HAVE A N Y 

WORK TO D O . " SOMEONE RESPONDS AND SAYS, " W E L L , NOBODY EVER T E L L S M E WHAT T O DO. O H , I ' M 

WILLING T O WORK. BUT NOBODY EVER PUTS M E T O WORK, I ' M JUST STANDING BY ON T H E BENCH WAITING 

FOR T H E COACH T O SEND M E I N . " M A Y 1 IMPRESS UPON YOU THAT T H E COACH SENT YOU I N I N T H E F I R S T 

CENTURY WHEN H E S A I D , " G O Y E INTO A L L T H E WORLD AND PREACH T H E GOSPEL T O EVERY CREATURE. N 

F R O M T H E VERY MOMENT THAT YOU BECAME A C H R I S T I A N YOU HAVE BEEN I N T H E BALLGAME. A N D I T I S NOT 

A GAME WHERE WE ARE L I M I T E D T O I I MAN T E A M S AND THEL 1 M E N WHO ARE SELECTED GO OUT AND THEY 

LABOR I N T H E F I E L D W I T H OCCASIONAL SUBSTITUTIONS V/HILE T H E REST JUST S I T ON T H E BENCH I N CASE 

THEY MIGHT S O M E T I M E S BE NEEDED. 

HOW MANY PASSAGES OF S C R I P T U R E I N T H E N E W T E S T A M E N T I M P R E S S UPON US T H E NECESSITY OF 

BEING BUSY? P A U L TOLD T H E CORINTHIANS I N I CORINTHFANS 1 0 : I O THAT T I M O T H Y DOES T H E WORK OF 

T H E L O R D . A N D I N T H E I S T H CHAPTER AND T H E SSTH VERSE I M M E D I A T E L Y PRECEEDING THAT H E IMPRESSED 

UPON T H E M THAT THEY SHOULD BE ALWAYS ABOUNDING I N T H E WORK OF T H E L O R D . P A U L WROTE T O T H E 

EPHESIAN BRETHREN A N D I N T H E I O T K VERSE OF T H E SECOND CHAPTER I T SAYS, BRETHREN, I WANT YOU T O 

KNOW THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CREATED I N J E S U S C H R I S T UNTO GOOD WORKS. W H E N H E WROTE UNTO H I S SON 

T H E GOSPEL T I T U S HE S A I D UNTO H I M I N CHAPTER з : і , T I T U S YOU T E L L T H E S E BRETHREN T H A T THEY ARE 

TO BE READY TO EVERY GOOD V/ORK. BACK I N T H E SECOND CHAPTER A N D T H E FOURTEENTH VERSE H E TOLD 

T I T U S T O IMPRESS UPON T H E M THAT J E S U S DIED I N ORDER THAT H E M I G HT REDEEM UNTO H I M S E L F A P E -

CULIAR PEOPLE, ZEALOUS I N T H E I R WORKS. I N M A T T H E W 25 J E S U S PAINTED A PICTURE OF A JUDGMENT 

SCENE AND T H E BASIS OF T H E SEPARATION WAS THAT ONE GROUP D I D AND ONE GROUP D I D NOT, Y O U CAN READ 

THAT PASSAGE OVER A N D OVER A G A I N , AND TKAT I S T H E ONLY D I S T I N C T I O N YOU ARE EVER GOING T O COME UP 

W I T H . T H E GROUP CLASSIFIE D A S T H E GOATS WENT INTO T H E JUDGMENT SCENE A N D T H E LORD T O L D T H E M , 

" I WAS I N A L L OF T H E S E CONDITIONS A N D YOU D I D M T M I N I S T E R UNTO M E . " A N D T H E Y S A I D , " L O R D , WHEN 

D I D WE SEE YOU I N THOSE CONDITIONS? D O N T YOU KNOW LORD THAT I F WE HAD SEEN YOU I N THOSE C O N -

DITIONS WE WOULD HAVE M I N I S T E R E D UNTO YOU?" B Y COMPARISON WE MAY ASCERTAIN THAT W H I L E THEY 
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HAD B L I N D E D T H E M S E L V E S T O T H E O P P O R T U N I T I E S . W H I C H L A Y A L L A R O U N D T H E M , T H A T T H O S E D E N O M I N A T E D 

A S T H E S H E E P HAD B E E N S E E I N G O P P D R T U N I T I E S T H A T HAD B E E N G O D � S E N T A N D W H I C H L I T E R A L L Y SURROUNDE.:. 

T H E M . F O R J E S U S S A I D , " I N A S M U C H A S Y E H A V E D O N E I T U N T O O N E O F T H E L E A S T O F T H E S E M Y B R E T H R E N 

YOU HAVE D O N E I T U N T O M E . " A N D I KNOW A S I STAND H E R E A N D AS I LOOK AT THIS A U D I E N C E O F GOOD P E O -

P L E , THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF YOU THAT KNOW THAT YOU OUGHT TO BE DOING SOME THINGS FOR THE 

C A U S E O F J E S U S C H R I S T . E I T H E R W I T H OR W I T H O U T A N O R G A N I Z E D P R O G R A M , T H A T I S NOT T H E I M P O R T A N T 

T H I N G , T H O U G H T H E R E A R E P L E N T Y O F O R G A N I Z E D P R O G R A M S A V A I L A B L E . Y O U R C O N S C I E N C E I S H U R T I N G YOU 

T O N I G H T B E C A U S E YOU A R E NOT D O I N G I T , A G A I N . HEAR T H E W O R D S O F J A M E S A N D K N O W W H A T HAS C A U S E D 

T H E H U R T , " F O R U N T O H I M T H A T K N O W E T H T O DO GOOD A N D D O E T H I T N O T T O H I M I T I S S I N . " T H I N K Y E NOT 

T O SAY W I T H I N Y O U R H E A R T , " і т S H A L L B E W E L L W I T H M E F O R I A M NOT G U I L T Y O F T H E S E E V I L D E E D S , " 

FOR I S U G G E S T T O YOU T O N I G H T T H A T O N E O F T H E M O S T E V I L D E E D S I N T H E S I G H T O F G O D I S T O S I T I D L Y 

BY I N T H E F A C E O F O P P O R T U N I T Y T O DO G O O D , T O T E A C H T H E G O S P E L , T O T E L L O F J E S U S C H R I S T . A N D NOT 

TO DO IT. 
W H A T V/E A R E S A Y I N G I S T H A T YOU N E E D T O A C T ON W H A T Y O U K H O W . W E A L L KNOW M O R E T H A N W E 

L I V E U P T O . E V E R Y O N E O F U S S E E S C H R I S T I A N I T Y M U C H M O R E C L E A R L Y I N OUR I N T E L L E C T S T H A N T H O S E 

W I T H W H O M W E A R E A S S O C I A T E D S E E I T I N OUR L I V E S . T H E R E I S NOT A O N E O F U S B U T T H A T OUR C O N S C I E M C : 

I S A H E A D O F OUR C O N D U C T . T H E R E I S NOT A O N E O F U S B U T T H A T O U R K N O W I N G I S A H E A D O F OUR D O I N G . I 

T H I N K I T I S R A T H E R R E M A R K A B L E , N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G T H E S T A T E O F T H I N G S , T H A T A L L O F OUR E F F O R T S SEE..'. 

BENT ON INCREASING OUR KNOWLEDGE. RATHER THAN IMPROVING OUR CONDUCT. VVE ARE ALL INTERESTED IN 

KNOWING MORE, BUT SEEMINGLY VERY FEW OF US ARE INTERESTED IN DOING MORE. FOR SOME REASON OR 

ANOTHER MEN WANT TO KNOW ALL ABOUT CHRISTIANITY BEFORE THEY WILL EVEN ACT ON THE A , B . C ' S THERE-

OF, AND I AM CERTAIN THAT, AS A PREACHER. 1 MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THAT ATTITUDE. MOST SERMONS ARE 

DIRECTED AT INCREASING YOUR KNOWLEDGE INSTEAD OF INCREASING YOUR OUTPUT. BUT WHENEVER WE E M -

PHASIZE THE KNOWING OVER THE DOING, (l AM NOT SAYING THAT THE KNOWING IS NOT IMPORTANT BECAUSE 

YOU CANNOT DO UNTIL YOU KNOW, BUT I AM SAYING THAT WHEN WE EMPHASIZE THE KNOWING TO THE EXCLU-

SION OF THE DOING) THAT WE ARE IGNORING AT LEAST TWO FACTS, ONE OF THEM IS THAT THE END OF KNOW-

LEDGE, THE VERY PURPOSE OF KNOWLEDGE, IS TO BE ENACTED, AND IF I JUST LEARN SOMETHING FOR THE 

SAKE OF LEARNING I T , HAVING NO WAY TO PUT IT TO PRACTICAL USE WHEN I BECOME LITTLE MORE THAN AN 

EDUCATED FOOL. ІТ IGNORES THE FACT TKAT TO PRACTICE WHAT WE KNOW 15 THE BEST WAY OF EXTENDING 

OUR KNOWLEDGE. WE WANT TO KNOW MORE. THE WAY TO KNOW MORE IS TO DO MORE AND BY DOING YOU 

LEARN. BY DOING YOU BUILD A FIRM AND SOLID FOUNDATION UPON WHICH YOU CAN THEN BUILD A HIGHER 

AND GREATER KNOWLEDGE. JAMES SAYS IF YOU DO NOT, IT IS SIN. 

KNOWLEDGE ENTAILS IMMEDIATE RESPONSIBILITY. THE VERY MOMENT YOU BECAME A CHRISTIAN YOU 

ENTAILED A RESPONSIBILITY TO THOSE V/HO V/ERE NOT. AND EVERY OMISSION OF KNOWN DUTY THAT WE HAVE 

DONE UNFITS US FOR OTHER OPPORTUNITIES UNTIL FINALLY BY ATROPHY WE HAVE LOST THAT TALENT WHICH 

WE POSSESS. SOMEONE HAS S A I D , A N D I T H I N K HE HAS S A I D W E L L , THAT T H E MOVEMENTS OF T H E SOUL 

ARE CLOGGED BY DISUSE. THINK ABOUT THAT A MOMENT, THE MOVEMENTS OF THE SOUL ARE CLOGGED BY 

DISUSE. W H E N W E F I N D O U R S P I R I T U A L LIVES BOGGED DOWN, GENERALLY WHAT W E WIND UP DOING IS LOOK-

ING AT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CONGREGATION, POINTING AN ACCUSING FINGER. WE SAY "LOOK THERE, 

THEY HAVEN'T PROVIDED ANYTHING FOR US TO DO. ІТ IS THEIR FAULT THAT WE ARE SO BOGGED DOWN. " 

BUT WHAT YOU AND I NEED TO LEARN IS THAT IT IS NOBODY'S FAULT BUT OUR OWN, FOR IF MY SOUL IS 

CLOGGED BECAUSE OF DISUSE IT IS BECAUSE 1 HAVE NOT USED IT, AND I WOULD SAY TO YOU TONIGHT THAT 

WHILE IT IS GOOD THAT LEADERS IN A CONGREGATION PROVIDE ACTIVITIES WHEREIN INDIVIDUALS CAN EXER-

CISE THEIR SOULS. I CANNOT FIND FROM MATTHEW TO REVELATION ANY DIRECT COMMAND TO ELDERS OF A 

CONGREGATION TO HAVE ANY KIND OF ORGANIZED PROGRAM. NOW. LET'S DRAW A CONCLUSION. THE CON-

CLUSION IS THAT WE HAVE SOME RATHER ERP.ONIOUS NOTIONS. AND THE ERRONIOUS NOTION IN THIS RELA-

TIONSHIP IS THAT SOMEHOW WE ARE WORKING FOR THE ELDERS. I SUGGEST TO YOU TONIGHT THAT THAT IS 
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JUST NOT S O . I A M A PREACHER SUPPORTED BY T H I S CONGREGATION AND I A M NOT WORKING FOR THE 

ELDERS. 1 A M WORKING UNDER THEIR OVERSIGHT, AND YOU LABOR I N THE L.ORO JESUS C H R I S T UNDER 

THEIR OVERSIGHT, BUT I WORK FOR THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND SO DO YOU. A N D V/HEN A MAN STANDS 

BACK AND SAYS THERE IS NOTHING FOR M E TO DO, KE IS IN ESSENCE SAYING THAT JESUS HASN'T GIVEN 

HIM ANYTHING. A N D BRETHREN, THAT IS NOT T R U E . WHEN YOUR SOUL I S CLOGGED BECAUSE OF D I S U S E , 

DON'T LOOK AT THE ELDERS, DON'T LOOK A T THE PREACHER, DON'T LOOK A T THE DEACONS, DON'T LOOK 

AT OTHER M E M B E R S , LOOK INTO YOUR OWN HEART AND THERE VOU W I L L F I N D THE PROBLEM. T O N I G H T , 

THERE MAY BE SOME WHO NEED TO DO SOME LOOKING. 

WAYS IN WHICH WE S I N . BY DOING WRONG, BY THINKING WRONG, AND BY LEAVING UNDONE THAT 

WHICH IS RIGHT. I N ANY OF THESE WAYS, YOU MAY BREAK THE PRECIOUS RELATIONSHIP WHICH EXISTS 

BETWEEN YOU AND GOD I F YOU ARE A C H R I S T I A N . I F YOU ARE NOT A C H R I S T I A N , T H I S RELATIONSHIP 

HAS NEVER BEEN ESTABLISHED AND YOU MEED TO COME TO THE LORD JESUS C H R I S T T O N I G H T . T H A T , 

EXERCISING YOUR F A I T H , YOU MIGHT LAY HOLD. LAY CLAIM UPON THE G I F T OF SALVATION WHICH I S 

OFFERED TO YOU. I F THERE ARE THOSE WHO WISH TO COME, WHO ARE MOVED BY JESUS T O COME T O -

NIGHT, W I L L YOU COME AS WE STAND AND S I N G . 


