
NOTES FOR LESSON WEDNESDAY NIGHT, JULY 8 , 1 9 6 4 . AUDITORIUM CLASS AT DEARBORN VALLEY.IN 

YYTAH'S PRAYER: 1 : 5 - 1 1 
•?.BORNl_MICHTr! N . 

INTRODUCTION 
1 . A man v/ho had prayed t h a t h i s f a t h e r might l i v e and not d i e s a i d h i s f a i t h and t r u s t 

i n prayer was sha t t e r e d When h i s Father d i ed . 
1 . Apparently t h i s man t r u s t e d i n prayer more than he t r u s t e d i n God. My f a i t h i s not 

in p r a y e r . . I t i s i n God. My f a i t h i s not in bapt i sm: I t i s in C h r i s t . 
2 . Another t h i n g t h a t h inders our p raye rs i s t h a t in f a i r weather we o f t en forget t o 

pray whi le i n t h e s torm we a r e ready to demand of 0 t he put back t o g e t h e r 
i which has f a l l e n a p a r t . 

2 . ^"hit prayer i s : Some one has descr ibed prayer a s t h e rope a t t ached t o t h e b e l l in t h e 
" b e l f r y : We p u l l t h e rope and i t r i n g s t h e b e l l in heaven. 

1 . When we read God's word he i s speaking t o u s . When we p ray , vre speak t o God. 

3 . The purpose of p r a y e r : Prayer i s pot for the purpose of demanding something of God 
as a spo i l ed ch i ld would demand something of h i s p a r e n t s . 

1 . Prayer i s no t for t h e purpose of informing God. 
2 . Though prayer i s used in emergency; i t i s not fo r emergency o n l y . The s t o r y of t h e 

grown woman, an e lde r s daugh te r , who r e p l i e d t o t h e p reache r concerning prayer in 
t h e room of he r s e r i o u s l y i l l mother. She s a i d , "No, we d o n ' t vrant p r a y e r , for we 
d o n ' t want mama t o th ink t h a t she i s going t o d i e . " 

4 . The r i g h t a t t i t u d e must p r e v a i l in p r a y e r : We should conclude a l l of our r eques t s i n 
prayer t o God with t h e words of Jesus when 

he s a i d , "Not as I w i l l , bu t t hy w i l l be done ." Matthew 26:39-44 

YE!UTAH'S PRAYER: 1;5-11 
1 . Love for h i s b r e t h r e n , concern and sorrow as t o t h e i r we l f a r e t h e 1 ur.d of 

Nehemiah's p r a y e r . 
1 . Hanani had come for a v i s i t wi th Nehemiah and r epor t ed t o him tti 

( l ) The remnant of Jews l e f t in Jerusalem having escaped t h e c a p t i v i t y were i n 
great a f f l i c t i o n ar ch. # Heh. . 

(?) fhe w a l l s of Jerusa lem were broken down and th« ' were burned wi th f i r e . 1:3,4 
2. This r e p o r t caused Nehemiah to s i t down and weep, and mourn and f a s t c e r t a i n 

and pray be fo re t h e God of heaven. Neh. 1:4. 

NEHEYIAH'S INTEREST IN ISRAEL DISPLAYED IN FOUR WAYS 

1 . HIS INQUIRY CONCERNING TYETR CONDITION "I asked them concerning t h e Jews ." Neh.^1:"1 

1 . Concern " - - t he r.-'^J.\r" pros s r i t y of t h e ' will rompt ú a l a r i ' "• In 
or B p i r i t more c l e a r l y shown than i n t h e way i n which vie r e c e i v e t i d i n ;s 

of the^welfare o r misfor tune of o t h e r s . Lessons to l e a r n : 
( l ) In t h e a d v e r s i t y - f h i s r a c e , Nehemiah forgot h i s own comfortable p r o s p e r i t y , 
(g) To him, t h e su f f e r ings of h i s people were h i s own m i s f o r t u n e s . I t was a c t u a l l y with 

•- n f f l niah as we sometimes sin 

"When each can f e e l h i s b r o t h e r ' s s i g h , 
And with him bear a p a r t ; 
'.'hen so r ry flows from eye t o eye , 
And joy from h e a r t to h e a r t . 

"When f ree from envy, scorn anri p"^ 
Our wishes a l l above, 
Each can h i s b r o t h e r ' s f a i l i n g s h i d e , 
And show a b r o t h e r ' s l o v e . " 

2 . SORROW OVER THEIR CONDITION "I s a t down and wept . " Neh. 1:4 
1 . Of t h e r e i s much i n the s t a t e of r e l i g i o n to gr ieve r e a l l y zea lous C h r i s t i a n s ; Coldnt 

- ' L iv is ions , e r r o r s , oppos i t ion of every s o r t and k i n d , broken waUfi 
1 gates through which the en« ' : e r t o s c a t t e r and d e s t r o y God's people . 

} 
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NOTES FOR LESSON ESDAY MIGHT, JULY 8 . 1 9 6 4 . TAUGHT AT DEARBORN VALLEY CHURCH IN 
~^ " AUDITORIUM CLASS ,.T YEiRFORN. i-.~ 
PACE TWO NEYEYTAH'S PRAYER: 1 : 5 - 1 1 

: " S INTEREST IN ISRAEL DIlPTAv^D T!" j r ^ •;.'YS. C o n t i n u e d 
__w_wmmÊmÊÊ__m__. 

' ' ' ' • 
3 . PRAYER FOR THEIR D1? TVER. AN CE "I beseech t h e e . . . L e t t h i n e e a r be a t t e n t i v e . " Neh. 1:5, 6 

1 . Genuine i n t e r e s t in t h e wel Pa: - .-.•- - - n express i t s e l f in p ra j ' e r . 
2 . The weakest can p ray . Al l need to begin , ' end t h e i r p lans and 1 • for 

t h e good of Go l ' s sop] wi th p r a y e r . 
3« His confession of s i n s : 

(1) I t i s r_-\™ t- Sonfess and acknowledge t h e s i n s of o t h e r s but more d i f f i c u l t to 
acknowledge o n e ' s own s i n s . Nehemia' s a i d . "We have sinned be fo re t h e e : ' B o t h . I and 
my f a t h e r ' s house have s inned . " Neh. 1:6 

(?) His confess ions i n h i s p rayer were: 1 . P e r s o n a l . 2. Domestic, for t h e family of God; 
In t h i s i n s t a n c e I s r a e l . 3« Unreserved. He did not 
endeavour t o cover up fo r h imse l f or I s r a e l . 

4 . BY HIS DETERMINATION TO ASSIST THEM. "Gr¡ im mercy ( success ) Prosper him i r the 
s i g h t of t h i s man." Neh. 1:11 

1. When v/e -,-'' God for help we «ahould be ready for service. 
2. Nehemiah did not satisfy himself with weeping and praying fer that was not all he could,do. 
3. It is a worthless sympathy which only prays when it has power to help. 
4. When we pray, "Lord ble?s the orphans and the widows;' bless our missionaries; bless 

those who are lost in sin with opportunities tc hear the gospel and be 
saved; forgive us of our sins ETC, are these prayers empty, meaningless 
platitudes before the Lord because we sit down and do nothing about the 
matter when we could be abd should be up and doing? 

5. Prayer that does not move the hands and feet but the lips only is worthless and I think 
we could say hypocritical. 

I 

DO NOT BE DRIVM TO PRAYER: PRACTICE IT AS A WONDERFUL PRIVILEGE. 
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