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TITLE: PAUL THE PRISONER 

' T S ^ h e C e d i n g e igh t ve r se s (Ephesians 6:10-17) we have s e t f o r t h t h e power, t he 
armour, and t h e foes of t h e C h r i s t i a n w a r r i o r . Consider : 
1 . The w a r r i o r ' s power. ____.«__>____. ¿ . m 

1 . "Be s t rong in t h e Lord, and i n the power of h i s m i g h t . " Eph. b . i u 
(a) The might i s C h r i s t ' s , but by f a i t h i t becomes our s t r e n g t h . 
(2) To be s t r o n g i s our duty ; t o be weak i s our s i n . 

2 - ^ _ T _ f _ _ _ " . ^ . f f e H H Ä I U I * , „ o t a scene __ . . f t e n t e n t an< ease . 
3 . The w a r r i o r ' s f o e s . Eph 6 :12; Matthew 10:36 

1 . Not e s p e c i a l l y aga in s t f l e s h atei blood which denotes weakness . 
2 This t hen would mean t h a t our foes a r e not weak but a r e powerful . 
f i Sa tan i s t h e p r i n c e (power) of t h i s world (John 1 2 : 3 l ) andthe god o í t h i s world 

4 . S a t 0 an ( use 0 s r fo 4 r : t l ; dominion wicked men, and h i s sway i s da rkness r a t h e r than l i g h t . 

2 - ^ C ^ g f S ^ c o n s i s t s of men who A v e armour, but men who have been t r a i n e d 

2 . E u ^ m e î a " be good a t s t r u t t i n g in pa rade , but unarmed i t can only be food 
for the enemy's a r t i l l e r y , m a t e r i a l for a d readfu l massac re . 

3* ? " i K r ^ , i S Ä - - d know how t o make good use of h i s armour. 
2 . He 1 s t S o w t h a t i t i s no t an easy l i f e for t h e success fu l C h r i s t i a n 

(1) Nature c r i e s out for an easy l i f e , fo r a t r u c e with t h e world , t h e d e v i l , 

3 . He muast K . t t 5 * t h i s sense h i s motto must be war - t peace I t i s i n t h i s sense 
t h a t Jesus s a i d , I came not t o send peace, but a sword." Matthew 10-34 

" T p f u l a : 1 p r i £ n e r of war. Captured by h i s enemy. Now^in p r i s o n a t Rome. 
i pQ„i rioe¡nr-ihP<3 himself as "an ambassador m bonds . " bph. o.¿u 
2 Paul n ^ r Ambassador (simply a messanger of h i s government ; but he 

* was an L t r a o r d i n l r y Ambassador, a g i s t e r of high r ank , sent on a miss ion by the 
h ighes t Sovereign among men: Chr i s t and h i s gospe l . 

x. r.* u i, o Por. í.90« "Now then we a re ambassadors fo r Chr i s t , as 
2 . We a re Ambassadors of high rank . 2 Cor. p .20 , . ^ ¿ £ d d id » s e e c h you by u s : we pray 

you i n C h r i s t ' s s t e a d , be ye reconc i led to 

3 . The work of an ambassador. G o d * 
1 . NEGATIVE 

(1) Ambassadors do not o r i g i n a t e t h e i r message. 
(2) They must not t h i n k l i g h t l y of t h e i r mi s s ion . 
(l) Thev a re not t o seek t h e i r own g l o r y . ^ . . ^ 

7 S ) They S t not aim a t t h e i r ovm comfort and p l e a s u r e as a ch i e f o b j e c t . 
(5) They must no t depar t from t h e i r own i n s t r u c t i o n s . Not t o add t o them nor to 

t ake away. Rev. 22 :18 , 19 
2 . POSITIVE 

d ) Ambassadors must go where they are s e n t . 
2 S e t a r e S communicate t h e mind of t h e i r L o r d . . . n o t t h e i r own mind. 

(3) S e ? mis t be q u a l i f i e d for t h e i r work and endeavour t o do t h e i r work. : 
4 . The Ambassador, h i s message, how d e l i v e r e d . 

1 . He i s speaking t h e mind of God i n behal f of C h r i s t . 
2 . He must d e l i v e r h i s message with cou r t e sy . mntnpntous 
3. He must deliver his message with ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ ^ 3 3 i S B . ^ d S p S ^ p o f i t s acceptance or 
4 . h e must d e l i v e r h i s message with zealous p i eau -m^x o _• . r e j e c t i o n 
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5. The position of the Ambassador. 
1. An ambassador is usually one accredited to a power sovereign and equal to that 

from which he comes. Not so in this case: 
(1) Ambassadors of Christ, ministers of the gospel, address themselves to offenaers. 
(2) Ambassadors of Christ, ministers of the gospel of Christ, represent the offended 

(Christ) to the offender. 
(3) As in the case of Paul, the offenders sometime become hostile when the 

ambassador for Christ has offered the terms upon whihh the offender may receive 
the offer of Divine mercy. Paul is now in prison. 

6. Prayer for an ambassador in bond, chains, fetters, requested. 
1. THE DUTY OF PRAYER ENJOINED 

(1) »Praying always with all prayer." 
A. No period of life should be with out prayer: youth, middle life, old age. _ _ 
B. No condition of life should be without prayer; Adversity, prosperity, sunsnine, 

desolation, under sore temptation, under important duty: What duty is more im-
portant than the Christian life in spreading the gospel of Christ. Under all 
changing circumstances of life. Maybe expressed in these words of an old song: 

"Go, when the morning shineth; 
Go when the noon is bright; 
Go, when the day declineth; 
Go, in the hush of night." 

7. Paul did not ask the Ephesians to pray for: _._,.•_._, A M 
1. Temporal blessings for him such as food, clothing, money with which he might 

obtain release from prison. 
2. His thorn in the flesh was not mentioned. 2 Cor. Igil^JJJ 

8. What Paul did ask the Ephesians to pray for: 
1. "That utterance may be given unto me," 
2. "That I may open my mouth boldly," 
3. "To make known the mystery of the gospel." 
4. "That there-in I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak." Eph. 6.1?, 20 

9- ^ ^ ^ 0 t ^ t o n L T t r h ^ S « i Ä ^ O T « a n c . an, supplication Ton all saint, 
2. for any and all men ¿.trouble: In "ome Paul found comfort from the prayers of the 

Christians in Asia. 
3. For the spread of the gospel: Paul was not so anxious that prayer should be ofiered 
>* ' for the alleviation of his harsh imprisonment, for 

safe deliverance from the hands of his foes, as he 
was for grace to be faithful and bold in his declara-
tion of the gospel of Christ. This is a great example 
nf a noble, self-forgetful request. 




