
fHOUGHTS ON ACTS 5 1 1 - 1 1 . THE DEATH Of ,AgM:IAS„AND SAPPHI.RA 

1 . The Neborn Church, hard ly ou t o f i t s swaddling c l o t h e s , 
was as vu lne rab le as a new born c h i l d . At t h i s t ime : 
1 . I t was w i thou t inf luence o r powere i n the o r d i n a r y 

sense• 
2 . I t was s e t t i n g f o r t h courageously and j o y f u l l y t o 

win t h e pagan world to God through C h r i s t . 

3 . This New Born church was born i n pover ty and was 
t h e r e f o r e wi thou t money. 

BQÎMŒM 
4 . To r e l e i v e t h i s s i t u a t i o n some sold t h e i r possess ion i 

and gave t h e p r i c e t h e r e o f t o the ohurch . 

5 . The i d o l of gold usurped God's p lace i n t h e h e a r t s 
of Ananias and Sapphi ra . . 
Xl) They becane the f i r s t h y p o c r i t e s i n the ohurch: 

They feigned gene ros i t y b u t p r a c t i c e d a l i e . 

2 . The r e s u l t : 
1 . Death . A l l s i n i s d e a t h . Rom. 6 : 2 3 . 
2 . ï h e s e l e t h a l s t r o k e s were n o t i n f l i c t e d " t o make 

f r i e n d s and inf luence p e o p l e . " Great f ea r came upon 
a l l t h e churoh, and as many a s heard these t h i n g s . 

3 . I f every covetouse person in the p u l p i t s and i n t h e 
pews of churches today w e r e t o be smi t t en dead a t 
10 o ' c l o c k Sunday morning many an e l even o ' c l o o k 
s e r v i c e would have to be postponed^ ~ 

3 . The form t h a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r mi rac l e t o o k . I t was 
v i o l e n t , unusua l , deadly in n a t u r e . I t was i n t ended 
t o t e a c h t h e church a bas ice l e s s o n . . . o n e of w h i c h we 
need to be c o n s t a n t l y reminded. T H E LESSON IS THIS: 
1 . THE CHURCH MUST BE; — 

{!) P u r e . . .Jf o r p u r i t y i s a cond i t i on o f power . 
(2) The church must be c l e a n for c l e a n l i n e s s i s 

a d e f i n i t e c o n d i t i o n of conquering for C h r i s t . 
(3) The church must be a d i s c i p l i n e d churoh i n 

o rde r t o ha e t h e s t r e n g t h t o dare and d o . 
(4) The church must be a holy churoh i n o r d e r t o 

be a happy c h u r c h . 
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